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Theories of literary criticism in Islamic heritage 

“Theory of Abdul Qahir Al- Jurjani as an example”  

���� ��� 	
� ���
	��*  
Abstract 

 
It is not easy to defend the Arabic and Islamic criticism 

these days where many are trying to weaken and reduce its value. 

The major source of these accusations is the Orientlists who detest 

Islam. 

In this research I explained the relationship between Arabic 

literature and the Western literature and criticism. Then I 

mentioned the attempts made by some modern critics to develop 

some critical theories in our Islamic heritage. After that, I 

discussed the possibility of referring some theories to our ancient 

critics, which are connected to the recently developed thoughts. I 

also tried to draw a picture of the critical theory of Al- Imam 

Abdul Qahir Al- Jurjani, which has a strong connection with his 

“Annazm” theory. I explained Al- Jurjani’s theory through critical 

issues he discussed in his books, such as “Allafz wa Almaana”(the 

word and the meaning), mystery and the issue of shaping the poetic 

image. 

Finally, I presented a brief summary, findings of the study, 

and also made some recommendations. One of the strong 

recommendations is that Imam Al- Jurjani needs more care and 

attention from us to link his ideas with the latest findings of 

modern criticism. 
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Abstract 

  This article is an effort to provide a detailed study about the 

philosophy of distance education system in the light of Islamic teachings. 

The ways of delivering Education have different techniques, philosophies 

and theories. A philosophy in the light of Qura’n and Sunnah is more 

effective than any other in implementation in an Islamic society like 

Pakistan. Islam is the religion of knowledge and Sciences, and seeking 

knowledge is compulsory for every man and woman in Islam. Each and 

every Educational process consists of both the components of teaching and 

learning. Distance Education System is the most modern way having all 

latest techniques and modalities, like on-line, off-line, Computer, T.V, 

Radio, Audio-Visual aids, flip charts contents, broadcast and non-

broadcast materials etc. All possible digestive forms can be merge in the 

Distance Learning system and can be use to seek education by it. Today 

we must opt the way the world is going ahead and molding towards to take 

part in solving the problems of the illiterate society and to reduce the 

burden of illiteracy. Knowledge is the most powerful weapon in Islam 

which can play a vital role for a humanity based society by increasing 

literacy rate and introducing Golden Islamic Values in the field of 

education. Open Learning System has direct access towards spreading 

extended reflections in front of illiteracy, created by the current era by 

meeting the challenges of globalism and solving the issues of education in 

an Islamic way, and as an Islamic duty. 
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