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Apostasy and the role of society to combat it: A discourse
between Shari’ah and Law
Ot gl eSl
Abstract

Islam is not only a religion of worships but it is a system, a
state, a belief and a complete code of life. To protect religion of
Islam is just like to protect the whole system of life. Islam is based
on five pillars such as belief, prayer, fasting, zakat and pilgrimage.
This religion of Islam must be protected thoroughly from any kind
of harm and attack such as apostasy. Apostasy is a crime in Islamic
law and has been discussed in detail in this article. Apostasy has
been defined and its basic elements have been explained. Some
questions regarding punishment of apostasy have been asked and
then have been answered according to Shari’ah properly and
logically. It has also been discussed that who can be an apostate and
how can an apostasy be existed either through belief only or through
words and actions. Qura’nic verses and Ahadith of Prophet (PBUH)
regarding punishment of apostasy have been discussed in detail.
Juristic viewpoints have been presented about apostasy and
punishment of woman. Whether an apostate can repent or not and if
he repents whether he be punished or not? This article also explained
the wisdom behind the punishment of apostasy. A brief comparison
regarding punishment of apostasy has been done between Shai’ah
and Law.

Key words: Islam, religion, Apostasy, Jurist, Shari’ah, law,
Punishment, Role.
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Abstract

The Andalusia is not an episode of the great Islamic history only but is a
beacon in the history of mankind as a whole. The source of science and
knowledge spread from there for many centuries in the world which remained in
existence for long time. Europe has learnt the lessons of civilization and culture
from Andalusia. The conquest of Spain was the greatest event of the first
Islamic century which happened on 92 Hijrah. Since the beginning of history,
this Muslims’ period was the brightest and finest era of Andalusia.

The Andalusia is well known in history for an outstanding transformation
in all aspects of life. The natives of Andalusia, although their religious believes
were different from Muslims, obeyed all the orders of their Muslim rulers.
Being driven in the love of knowledge they strived to gather knowledge and
published it, to be used for betterment of humanity. They had earned name in
trade of high standards, agriculture, gardening, and well digging.

Ugba Bin Nafe was the first to enter in the Andalusian lands, who came
from northern Africa and at his first sight he was determined to make it a
stronghold of the Muslims. While Islam entered in Andalusia at the hands of
Tariq Ibn Ziyad, who was the General of Musa Bin Naseer’s army. After that
Abdur Rehman Al Awal laid the foundations of the Umayyad Caliphate.
Umayyad Caliphate lasted for eight centuries during which Muslims triumphed
every field of life and this is called golden era of Muslim history.

Downfall of the Muslims after enjoying such a great rule is an extra
ordinary event which did not happen overnight, rather there are many causes of
the downfall. It includes the most important factor of involving the Muslims in
the luxurious life and including Christians in the echelon of administration and
government. Abu Abdullah Alsageer, was the last Muslim emperor who ruled
Gharnata and due to his inabilities he lost the reigns of his Kingdom. On the fall
of Muslim state, the Christians did not keep their words, but disguised for their
words and their conditions have been missed badly. It was as though history
repeated itself once again and Spain fell back into the hands of Christians as it
came into the hands of Muslims, which is still ruled by Christians.
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