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"In the annals of men, individuals have not been lacking
wh(; conspicuously devoted their lives to the
socio-religious reform of their connected peoples. We find
them in every epoch and in all lands. In India, there lived
those who transmitted to the world the Vedas, and there
was also the great Gautama Budha; China had its
confucious; the Avesta was produced in Iran. Babylonia
gave to the world one of the greatest reformmers the
prophet Abraham (not to speak of such of his onces tors as
Enoch and Noah about whom we have very scanty
information). The Jewish people may rightly be proud of a
long series of reformers: Moses, Samuel, David, Soloman

and Jesus among others". (10)
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(Sacred Books of World Religions) J/VJJJHb_.ﬁl,L 1)
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"All the important religions of the world are based on
certain sacred books, which are often attributed to divine
revelations. It will be pathetic if, by some misfortune, one
were to lose the original text of the revelations; the
substitute could never be in entire confirmity with what is
lost. The Brahmanists, Buddists, Jews, Paris and
Christians may compare the method employed for the
preservation of the basic teachings of their respective
religions with that of the Muslims. Who wrote their
books? Who transmitted them from generation to
generation? Has the transmission been of the original texts
or only their Translations? Have not fratricidal wars
caused damage to the copies of the texts? Are there no
internal contradictions or lacunac to which references are
found elsewhere? These are some of questions that every
honest seeker of truth must pose and demand satisfatory

replies”. (14)
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"The books of Moses records tell us how they were

repeatedly destroyed and only partly restord". (31)
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® "The original of the Quran was in Arabic and the text is
still in use - A text in the original language, a
codification under the suspices of the prophet himself, a
continued preservation by the simultaneous double control
of memory and writing, in addition to studying under

qualified teachers, and this by a large number of
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individuals in every generation, and the absence of any
variants in the text. These are some remarksable features

of the Quran, the holy book of Muslims” (39)
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------ Be it what it may, it is a dogma for every Muslim to
believe not only in the Quran, but also in the collections of
Divine revelations of Pre-Islamic epochs. The Prophet of
Islam has not named Buddha, nor Zorooster nor the
founder of Indians Brahminism. So the Muslims are not
authorised to affirm categorically the Divine character, for

instance, of Avesta or of Hindu Vedas; yet they cannot
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formally reject either the possibility of the Vedas and
Avesta having been in their origion based on Divine |
revelations, or of having suffered a fate similar to that of
the pentateuch of Moses. The same is true in connection
with what appertains to China Greeces and other

lands".(45)
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"The first Muslim state was founded and governed by the
Prophet. It was the city-state of Madinah, a confederacy of
autonomus villages, inhabited by Muslims, Jews, Pagan
Arabs, and possibily a handful of Christians. The very
nature of this state demanded a religious tolerance, which
was formally recognized in the constitution of this state,
which document has come down to us. The first treaties of
defensive alliance were concluded with non-Muslim and

were always scrupulously observed. (68)
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