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This is a memorable day indeed when we have gathered to
consider and devise a plan for the organisation and development
of the Islamic Research Institute as envisage laid down in the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The Article 197
of our Constitution lays down that “the President shall set up an
organisation for Islamic research and instruction in advanced
studies to assist in the reconstruction of Muslim society on a
truly Islamic basis.
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This Institute will thus mainly be concerned with advanced
studies which should be so conducted and organised that these
may assist the nation in reconstructing Muslim society on a truly
Islamic basis. It is significant that the aim is to reconstruct the
entire Muslim society and not the Muslims in Pakistan alone and
this reconstruction is to be based on true and authentic
principles of Islam which are universal in their concept and

Syed Tajammal Hussain, Ali Muhammad Barque, Who is Who in Pakistan,
1963, 142; Fatima Jinnah, My Brother, ed., Sharif al-Muhamad Mujahid (Quaid-e-
Azam Academy, 1987), IV.
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application. This Article of our Constitution therefore
significantly defines the scope, character and nature of the
Institute of Islamic Research.
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Those countries or societies which still pride on their secularism
are living in back waters of nineteenth-century thought; the
attempt in Pakistan to subject ourselves to a moral order, to
fashion our society on the basic principles of Islam, to regard the
temporal order including the State as subject to eternal order is
not harking back to mediaeval theocracy but looking ahead to

an age when people will realise again that there is an ultimate
and intelligible unity that governs all existence.

Islam gave to the world the concept that there was no duality in
life, that the life Now and in the Hereafter were two facts of the
same stream of life and consciousness and therefore, the Matter
and Universe were Real and that consequently there was no
dualism in intellectual pursuits also, there were no sacred and
secular studies, all knowledge was sacred. If we have to
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reconstruct Muslim society on an Islamic basis, we have to
recover not only for us, but for the entire civilized world, this
sense of unity, coherence and purpose in life and in all its diverse
activities which has been lost to Christendom since the time of
the Renaissance. It is why in the history of Islam there has never
been any conflict between religion and science, this was largely
to the fact that Islam recognised the supremacy of Reason; our
Prophet is reported to have said “God has created nothing better
than Reason”, and Muslim philosophers like Farabi and
Avicenna have affirmed that the first thing created by God, the
Primal Absolute Cause was Reason or the Active intelligence. It
is why the Muslims inducted the scientific method in all their

observations and studies.
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Let us therefore revive in the context of our present
circumstances the basic values of Islamic Humanism of the days
of our glory which was a Humanism integrale, the integrale
humanism of arts and sciences, and let us therefore hope that
this Institute which begins its organised life today, will be an
instrument of such a revival. The intellectual life of the Muslims
was laid waste by two historical tragedies, the entanglement of
Islam in the long-drawn out battles of Crusades and the crushing
defeat which the Muslims suffered at the hands of the Mongol
barbarians. After the civilization of centuries was laid waste and
the intellectual treasures were lost for ever, national life
disorganised and intellectual life shattered, and the flower of the
nation put to the sword, the Islamic peoples lay really stupefied,
and when they recovered and organised their system of
education in the shape of Madrasabs, these institutions confined
their studies to theological courses and the Muslim scholars
became divines and theologians and concentrated their attention
on the complexities of salvation in the Life Hereafter. Muslims
are no longer living in the hour of decay and doom, we are
under the shadow of God, masters of our own destiny and we
therefore see no reason why this Institute of Islamic Research
may not help the nation in reviving the lost values and
fashioning the new ones according to the basic principles of
Islam. As Shakespeare has said: “It is a chance which does redeem
all sorrows that ever I have felt.”
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The President shall setup an organisation for Islamic Research

and an institution in advance studies to assist in the
reconstruction of Muslim society on truly Islamic basis.
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RESOLUTION

EMBODYING AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
CENTRAL
INSTITUTE OF ISLAMIC RESEARCH ADOPTED
BY
THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE

This Institute will be concerned with the study of Islam and its
civilization and culture, and will promote research in all
branches of thought and learning, in which Muslims have
distinguished themselves in the past and which are of importance
to them in present day conditions, in order to assist in the
reconstruction of Muslim society on a truly Islamic basis.
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