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Whatever the psychological explanation may be, it is difficult to

resist the conclusion that the term "revelation" was confined to

those utterances which were not consciously produced and

controlled by the prophet and seemed to him to have been put
into his mouth from without.”
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Idolatry is nothing: these wooden idols of yours, ‘Ye rub them
with oil and wax, and the flies stick on them,’ .....these are wood,

I tell you! They can do nothing for you; they are an impotent
blasphemous pretence; a horror and abomination, if ye knew

8~ Phipip Khuri Hitti, Islam and the West: A Historical Cultural Survey (The
Anwil Series) (Princeton: Van Nostrand, 1962), 61.

9-  Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1904).
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them. God alone is; God alone has power; He made us, He can
kill us and keep us alive: ‘Allah akbar, God is great.” *”
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The history of a Nation becomes fruitful, soul-elevating, great,
so soon as it believes. These Arabs, the man Mahomet, and that
one Century, —is it not as if a spark had fallen, one spark, on a
world of what seemed black unnoticeable sand; but lo, the sand
proves explosive powder, blazes heaven-high from Delhi to
Grenada! I said, the Great Man was always as lightning out of

Heaven; the rest of men waited for him like fuel, and then they

too would flame.""
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For, 'We Europeans', a phrase Derrida employs with not
completely convincing irony, Islam brings out the worst in us

and it is precisely this process that Derrida finds so necessary to
our self-understanding. *”
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17-  Ian Almond, The New Orientalists: Postmodern Representations of Islam from
Focault to Baudrillard (London: LB. TAURIS, 2007), 59.
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