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Abstract
Rights of minorities is a burning issue today among the debates on human
rights. This article tries to explore the most appropriate form of the rights of the
non muslim citizens of a muslim state wide a comperative discussion between
the existing international law and the practices of the prophetic era and during
the time of the rightly guided caliphs. The discussion undertakes the use of
the word "monorities” and shows that it is not a respectful word for the citizens
of a country. It has never been used in the Islamic history, rather the words of
"one nation” as in the Madinah treaty and other respectful words like "Ah/ al-
Dhimmah (people of responsibility)" and "Ahl al- kitab (followers of the book)"
have been used for non muslim citizens. Kinds of monorities have also been
discussed and it is concluded that dividing the members of one nation into the
minorities on ethnic, cultural and langual basis has no link with the human
rights, rather it causes the tention and creates conflict between the members
of a nation. The holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W,) scrupulously negated all
kind of pride or preference on the basis of race, language and colour as it is
clear from his sermon on the occasion of Hijjatul wada'. A comparison
between the international charters and Islamic traditions has been made and it
is concluded that Islam has from its very begining ensured the protection of
human rights and given the non muslim citizens a respectful status and

complete religious freedom.
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Article 27:
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic
minorities exist, persons belonging to such minorities shall not
be denied the right, in community with the other members of
their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise
their own religion, or to use their own language.
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i. Declaration on the elemination of all forms of Religions intollerance

and of discrimination based on religion or belief ,1981

ii. Convention on the prevention and punishment of the crime of

Genocide, 1948
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ii. U.N. Decleration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National, or

Ethnic,Religious and Linguistic minorities 1992
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Article 2
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to
guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present Covenant
will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other status.
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*Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

OF i s fbes S it JH
*Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) /il J’J;L«J’ PRV Jv
*Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) (15§ 1s ittt 2t Y
«Committee against Torture (CAT) L.}l/z Pl il 21y J‘;
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*Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) JGM Q;ﬂ?w" Jg
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*Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)» '/.l UJWMZJ/JL;
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Human rights are established to protect the rights of the individual
vis-a-vis the state. Frequently the most vulnerable persons in
need of protection belong to groups/minorities that in one way or
another distinguish themselves from the rest of society, e.g., by
means of language, religion, ethnicity and culture.(¢)
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UN Declaration of 18 December 1992 which states that "“States shall

protect the existence of the National or Ethnic, Cultural, Religious and

Linguistic identity of minorities within their respective territories and

encourage conditions for the promotion of that identity. (")
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1-  Published by the office of Public Information, United Nations,Universal Declaration
of Human Rights(Urdu), Reprinted in U.N. OPI/1 5-15377-June1965-5M
2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Adopted and opened for
signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 2200A
(XXI)of 16 December 1966entry into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with
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