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ABSTRACT
The paper argues that Islamic law has prescribed two criteria for the

beginning of the lunar months: one, is sighting of the crescent on the

29th day of the lunar month; and second, completion of 30 days when

the moon is not sighted. The beginning of the new Islamic month

cannot be decided merely on the basis of the predictions of the

astronomers and scientists about the "birth of new moon" or

conjunction. This is because the beginning of Islamic month on the

basis of the calculation and predictions of scientists violates some

fundamental norms of Islamic law, which have been explicitly laid down

in the texts of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. These fundamental norms of

Islamic law cannot be suspended on the basis of some presumed public

interest. For beginning of an Islamic month, the law makes it obligatory

that testimony (shahadah) of the sighting of the moon is accepted by

the ruler or any person or persons authorized by him in this regard. 

However, the opinion of scientists based on scientific calculations and

definitive evidences has the same status as that of the "expert opinion"

under the law of evidence and as such the testimony of witnesses about

moonsighting can be rejected if it is against the definitive expert

opinion. 
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Z[ZyÅ¯6‡~·»Zm]™ä~ÑƒÃðâú7ìXeZËfzZ3gZ�á{ë

�:
ZZ]ÖvŠ^e^l]ÖË×ÓnèÖÜiÃ‚Æn†�ÎnÏèœæÚ�ÓçÕÊo‘vjã^(eØÂ×o]ÖÃÓ‹Úà
ƒÖÔiÛ^Ú÷̂(un&œáâ„]]ÖÃ×Üæ‘ØÊo‡Ú^Þß^]Öo�ÎèÎ_Ãnè(mÏnßnè(Ÿmçq‚Ênã^

ETPD Úr^ÙÖ×�Ôœæ]ÖßÏ^�XX
)Ûˆ!]Z[)Š±7gìÔ:„ZyÅ¡Z[‡ug„ìÔÉ

çnZkÆ!Ç'@ƒ[ìYèøg}iâ:~tDDZzg¢Æ
Zk£xJV[ì�Z[ZkÅ¡~Ë—ZzgÚi·ÅRö

7ì(

t!]9ì�Ûˆ!]Å¯6Š‰ÜÆ‚Be0ÅzÑŠ]Æ07Íð
ÅY$Ëìp6�ëWÐzZã™,ÐÔZyˆ!]Å¯6e0ÆLL‡.Þgƒeóó
ƒäÆ0D7Íð7ÅY$ËX2Z¤‚³F¹Å¯6Ëiâ:~e0Æ
‡.ÞgƒeƒäÆ0ÌD7ÍðÅYnAÌZyˆ!]Ã£g7¯cY
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nÇXZkÅzzëäZz6zZãÅ�Ñ¦ÒpÐt¢zg~ì�‡~·ÅZ’ZÆ
agƒe¢zg~ìX�YäZ¤ˆ!]ÃšŠHåÂZkÅãŠ~zzt¶�ZqŠg
~gƒe„Ã£g¯cŠìXZyˆ!]»¬c~ƒ*Zq:Z%ìXZ%Ô6�
ëWÐzZã™,ÐÔÛˆ!]ÅãŠ6Ë(gƒe*eƒZzgZkÆ!z�ŠgƒeÅ
ÞŠ]AÂZkÞŠ]ÃJw7HYñÇYèÞŠ]Zkz‰ÜÌšŠÅY$Ëì
ZZk~tczë»ZÈwƒXQZ¬Š?Ð¥xƒ�z{ÍZ„ß¶ÂZÐ
$g<îE0ZzàšŠHYñÇX

‚Â,Š?:gƒeZzgZ¾w°]Ð°Š¢»”wå�Z[Û
ˆ!]Ð¬îg6qÝƒ@ìX

Ûˆ!]Ã£g¯äÆaZqŠ?tÌŠ~YCì�gƒeZzgZ¾w°]
Æ¬ÅAcÕtZ%D¯*å�*·Ñzqƒ[ìXZkaZ¤Ûˆ!]Ô
�Z[¢‹š5é

G
G]Åwgn�ÔÅgzÐ¥xƒYñ�*·Ñzqƒ[ìÂZk

ÃJw™*ecZzggƒeZzgÞŠ]6ZÜZg7™*ecXeZË�á{ë�:
ZZ‘vnxœá]Ö†‰çÙÎ‚œÚ†e^Ö†¨mè]Öf’†mèæÖÓßã^Ò^Þk]Öç‰n×è]Öçun‚é]Ö’vnvè
]ÖÛjçÊ†éÊoi×Ô]ÖËj†éÖ×jªÒ‚ÚàæŸ�é]ÖÏÛ†]Ör‚m‚(Ê^Ö†¨mèâoÂ¡ÚèÂ×oe‚ð

EUPD â¡Ùq‚m‚XX
)t9ì�gÎw~äy~gƒe»¬Šcìpe0ÅzÑŠ]ÆD
ƒäÆaZkiâ:~zZu9zaåX:gƒe6hwÅZ’ZÅ
´#Öì(

ZqZzg£x6�ÛâD�:
ZZ]á]Ö†¨mè]Öf’†mèÖnŠkâo]Öã‚Í(æÖnŠkâo]ÖÛ_×çeèÖ„]iã^(æ]ÞÛ^]ÖnÏnàâç

ELQD ]Öã‚Í(æâç]ÖÛ_×çhev‚ƒ]iäXX
)y~gƒeZÝ@s7ìZzg:„z{&Z]pŠ£[ìÉ¢ZÝ
@sìZzgz„&Z]pŠ£[ì(

t!ÇZÏ§b»Z+Ñwì‰‰ßÍVäŒÛZgŠcå�ag»;B»UÐ
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ZÝ°Šag~ÅgzuåxìÔZkaZ¤t°ŠËZzg§iÐX}ZÐÌcV
c‰‰ßÍVäŒÛZgŠc eZ%ÐXqÝƒYìÂZk»;B»R¢zg~7ìX

�îÅw#ÖÅAZk»¹Wzgƒ*ìÔZkaZ¤Zâðh~lZgTÐ¹:W@
Zk§&Z+ÑwÅãŠ~ttì�Zk~µm¬ÃZk¬Å'×ú)X ƒY̂ìX

Z¿Š~XAÅ°xñ�ŠÏÅ¯6ØHY@ìXOçeZË�á{ë�:
ZZÊ^ÖÃ×èâo]ÒÛ^Ù]ÖÃ‚é(æ]ÖŠfgâçæqç�]Ö_Ï‹]ÖÇ^ñÜ]Ö„pmvçÙ�æá…¨mè
]Öã¡ÙÊo]Öj^‰Äæ]ÖÃ�†mà(æÚÃ†æÍÂÏ¡÷æ�†Â÷̂]Öj¡‡Ýenà]ÖŠfgæ]ÖÛŠfg(

EMQD æ]Ö†e¼enàæqç�]ÖÃ×èæ‰fgæqç�â^(æqç�]÷æÂ‚Ú÷̂(]$f^i÷̂æÞËn÷̂XX
):A2Ì»7gZ™*ìZzg:ñÌ»Z'WßŠƒ*ìTÅzzÐZû
@gõÃe0Ågƒe:ƒ$ËƒZzgYzÑƒ:Zzg!h4ïEEÆŠgxyˆixZzg

AZzgZkÆz�ŠÆ:ÆŠgxygZ‚¢zg~ìz�Šz°xÆÒpÐ
ÌZzgÔzZm]ÆUÐÌ(
tñ�Zq(}Zßàè$6FìX)µm�ÛqÔ&AÆZ·ZuÅzz

ÐµmZÝ6ªkHŠƒÔ»¬AÅ°xñ�ŠÏ~nzxZzgAÅñ�ŠÏ~
ñ�ŠƒÇÔ²µmZÝ»¬CÙqw~ñ�ŠƒÇpZ{ZkÅ'×ú)Añ�Šƒc:

wZxìÔpZ{ZkÅlZgZâ¾ƒ� Ö„]iã^ ƒX¸|xì�YÆZkñ�»�î
z{¹:ÑnXÍcAÅñ�ŠÏz)ñ�ŠÏÅc~Yñ%µm¬6�gZ%

(¿HYñÇÔZ%)µm¬6ZÏz‰Ü¿HYñÇ ritual obligation é~)
ZAñ�ŠƒX¸çngƒeZzgZ¾w°]»ìXgpy»Ñzqƒ*ZzggzizV»
zZZƒ*ZÏz‰ÜƒÇZgƒeƒcZ¾w°]ƒZzgtŸZkz‰ÜJYg~gìÇ

ZJÔ¦*†Zv0„kgèZv¿ÆZÖp~ÔcÂØZwÆhwÅgƒeƒZzg
cgpyÆMŠy7g}ƒVXté~Zñg�ZzgZyÅñ�ŠÏc°xñ�ŠÏ»Z®g

Ë'×ú)AÅñ�ŠÏc°xñ�ŠÏ67ìX

W^,Š?:ÅZzgg«w`
AZzgÕ6c~øg}ZÒ!-CåGEŠ+ä�§&Z+ÑwZCcìZkÅZ•
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~!kx'×ú)rÔZzg£VÅãŠ6µmZ©xÅ\Zzg™q»Z´y™Šc
Y@ì:

ZZæÖß^ÊnÛ^ÂÛØeä]ÖË^…æÑÂÛ†eà]Öí_^hæ]…i–^åÚ%^Ÿ÷æ]•v÷̂Êoâ„](æÊoœá
]Ÿ‰¡Ý�màÆn†Újvr†(æÆn†q^Ú‚(æœÞä�màÚÏ^‘‚Ÿ�mà›ÏçŒq^Ú‚éÊ^…Æè
Úà]ÖÛÃßo(Ê^ÖÛÏ’‚âç]Ö„pm‚æ…uçÖä]ÖvÓÜ(mjÇn†ejÇn†åæm‚æ…ÚÃäun&�]…(
Ê^ÖvÓÜmjfÄ]ÖÛÏ’‚øæŸmjfÄ]ÖÛÏ’‚]ÖvÓÜø!æâ„]Úàœ‰†]…]‰jÛ†]…â„å]Ö†‰^Öè
]Öí^Ö‚é!æ]ƒ]Þ¿†Þ^]ÖoÚ^ÊÃ×ä$^Þo]Öí×Ë^ð]Ö†]�‚màunàœÖÇouÓÛ÷̂$^ej÷̂Êo]ÖÏ†�á
æ]ÖŠßè$fçi÷̂Î_Ãn÷̂¢Þä…œpœáœ‰f^eäÎ‚iÇn†lÊ×ÜmÃ‚âß^ÕÚ^mf†…]ÖfÏ^ðÂ×nä!
ÊÏ‚œÖÇoÂÛ†eà]Öí_^he^e÷̂Úàœeç]hi’†mÌ]ÖˆÒ^éæâç‰ãÜE]ÖÛ©ÖËèÎ×çeãÜD
ÊÏ^ÙV]á]Ÿ‰¡Ýœ‘fxÚà]ÖÏçéæ]Ö%f^levn&Ÿmvj^t]ÖoiªÖnÌÎ×gœu‚(
ÊªÖÇo!…•o]Ö×äÂßä!uÓÛ÷̂$^ej÷̂Êo]ÖÏ†�á]ÖÓ†mÜ(æ]•x]Ö‚ŸÖèæ•çu÷̂Î_Ãn÷̂Ÿ

ENQD mvjÛØ]ÖjªæmØXX
)Zzg�¼/Ãgztñ0ZÄBŒé E[äHZk~øg}aZkZ%Æ0zZã
Vwñ�ŠìZzgZkÐ¥xƒ@ì�ZsxŠªâÏŠ+7ìZzgYæ7
ìZzgt�z{£œ»Š+ìÔ:�|xÐ¬g~ZÖpÆ{àpàeJvV
»X:Ñ„Æ¤Š¬ÕìZzgÑÆpÆ‚B¬Ìoƒ@ì
ZzgT§sÑ»gcƒ@ìZÏ§s¬»Ìgcƒ@ìXOç¬Ñ

ÅZnq™@ìZzgÑ¬ÅZnq7™@XtZkåg�zZàg‚ªÆ
ZuZg~ÐìZzg…Š9ec�Šzu}ÑgZ”äHHZZ,V

äŒÛWyZzg<ÆZq¬Zb]¬ÃZk¯6½H�ZkÆZò[o
ƒ‰¸TÅzzÐZkÆ!¹g�ÅÃð¢zg]7¶XOç/0
ZÄBŒé E[ärgsi»>~Zq^sÔªÅ̧ªî EGZ¹[»zÔ½™ŠcZzg�Ûâc

�ZsxÃZ+¸]Zzgm]qÝƒ̂ì�ZÐËÅ@;»Åq~
!¹7g„X:ZvZyÐgZèƒXZ,VäŒÛWy™*ÆZqU"¬ÃÔ

TÅŠÑª¬îg6Z+zZã¶�Zk~@zsÅRö7¶Ô½™Šc(
i»>Ærgs~Å̧ªîEGZ¹[Åzzîg6\Æ¬ÐZ+ÑwÌ!Ç
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"ãŠìXtZ+Ñw°9ƒ@Z¤¬tU"HY@�ŒÛWyz<ÆLL¬Zb]óó
ZzgLL¬Z−ÑÈîGóóZ©xÆ_.tÑixå�i»>ÆÓxrgs~i»>Åg¶yaÅ
YñXHrgsi»>ÅWe~¬tŠcŠì�i»>Åg¶Ñi˜ZyWJrgs~

„ÅYñÔct¬ŠcŠì�i»>Åg¶ZyWJrgsÆÎZ}Zzgya:Å
Yñ?Z¤Ëñµ6LZYz)WŠø[:ƒVÔCÙ§sp¥à»ŠzgŠzg{ƒÔZzgi»>Å
g¶Švrgs~yaÅYñÂHt¹YñÇ�Z[ëätŠzrgsÌ»™
Šb?cZ¤i»>Å„Æ%œ~ÂxÆŠgë'ëƒYäÆˆ¬xîg6›ypŠ
i»>»ˆ[™ÆLZYz)W~„™D�ÂHZk»tÈƒZ�›âVä

†brgs½™Šb?¦*/ñÆ0tŠú~�rVäŒÛWyz<ÆZqU"¬
…eß^ŸiˆÉÎ×çeß^eÃ‚]ƒâ‚mjß^= Ã½™Šc¹(~�g]ìX

Ë'×ú)ÅcÑÅ¯6µm¬Å\»Šú~Ì*‡.ÞûìYè
£œZzgrÔ»Z^oÂZyµmZ©x„ÐHŠìXZ¤£œZzgrÔÅ¯6

»ŸÑzqHYñÂÍcfZCZ^oZzggZñÅ pick and choose µmZ©x~
ãŠ6µmZ©x~Z~zgŠHYñÇX:Zk§&»g~�ágqÆ¬ÆOñ
ZÝÇÅwfZCgZñÃqÝƒYCìXøg}!-CåGEŠ+ÅÆZßw»¹„

Ò]Ðf™™D�p�áhZ¹t!]¥x7ì�Åf!Zßw‡âyÆ
ÃZ}» ) q×g]ÖÛßËÃèæ�ÊÄ]ÖÛ–†é »áZŠs7ìÔ:„Zk»|x Utility ¦g

ìXtÅ»Üs½~ÈìXÅ»Z˜k|xT ”wZzgvy»Šzg™*(
ÅgzÐtZq0Zßw0Y@ìZâxZ1qæ·0·Z»ZàÆ4Šqtì:

ZZœÚ^]ÖÛ’×vèÊãoÂf^…éÊo]¢‘ØÂàq×gÚßËÃèœæ�ÊÄÚ–†é(æÖŠß^ÞÃßoeä
ƒÖÔ(Ê^áq×g]ÖÛßËÃèæ�ÊÄ]ÖÛ–†éÚÏ^‘‚]Öí×Ð(æ‘¡|]Öí×ÐÊoiv’nØ

EOQD ÚÏ^‘‚âÜ(ÖÓß^ÞÃßoe^ÖÛ’×vèE]ÖÛv^Ê¿èÂ×oÚÏ’ç�]Ö�†ÅDXX
)˜VJÅ»mìÂz{ZÝ¹~„g]ìæÆ”wc

vyÆŠzg™äÐXpøg~%ZŠZkÐt7ìÔYèæqÝ
™*ZzgvyŠzg™*ÂßÍVÆ£œ�ÔZzgßÍVÅ4~ZyÆZL
£œÆ”w~ƒCìXÉÅÐøg~%ZŠLLÑ<Æ°ŠÅ
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™«óóì(

ZâxçZàÃÅÆ‡°}»ZzAZzg4+�ágbŒY@ìXpHtª]
~f™™D�?ZkÅzz )DZßw( óó) ]¢‘çÙ]ÖÛçâçÚè Å!]7�z{ÅÃLL

pŠZâxçZàÆZÖp~tì:
ZZâ„]Úà]¢‘çÙ]ÖÛçâçÚè(]ƒÚà¾àœÞäœ‘Øì^Ú‹ÊÏ‚œì_ª(¢Þ^…��Þ^]ÖÛ’×vè
]ÖouËÀÚÏ^‘‚]Ö�†Å(æÚÏ^‘‚]Ö�†ÅiÃ†Íe^ÖÓj^hæ]ÖŠßèæ]ŸqÛ^Å!ÊÓØ
Ú’×vèŸi†qÄ]ÖouËÀÚÏ’ç�ÊãÜÚà]ÖÓj^hæ]ÖŠßèæ]ŸqÛ^Å(æÒ^ÞkÚà
]ÖÛ’^Öx]ÖÇ†mfè]ÖjoŸi¡ñÜÚÄi’†Ê^l]Ö�†Å(Êãoe^›×èÚ_†uè(æÚà‘^…]Önã^

EPQD ÊÏ‚�†Å(ÒÛ^œáÚà]‰jvŠàÊÏ‚�†ÅXX
)t)DZßßV~ìÔ:TätáyH�tÃðaåâ~ìÂZk

ätÅÔYèëäÅÃÑ<Æ°ŠÅ™«Å§sßNŠcZzg
Ñ<Æ£œÅTyÂ[Ô<ZzgZ)qÐƒCìX:CÙz{Å�
Z,°ŠÅ§sgZU:ƒ�Â[Ô<ZzgZ)qÐY*ŠƒZzg�Zy

rÔ¾S~ƒXÅÑ<Æ¥Ã]Æ‚Bo97ƒCz{Å
!ëZzg%ŠzŠìZzg�ÃðZ+ÅÅ§sŠÂZkäÑ<‚i~Å

‰ËäfZCI*IÅãŠ6¬¯cÂZkäÑ<‚i~Å(

Ñ<Æ‚B5'.ï JGZzg_“ÆÒpÐZâxçZàäÅÃ&©V~
„Hì:

óóªz{ÅT»Ñ<äâqc½ÆÒpÐZ±gH Ú’×vèÚÃjf†é LL )1(
óóë�X Ú’×vèÚ†‰×è ZzgUãZ™̄ÃLL În^ŒXX ìXZzwZ™̄ÃLL

óóªz{ÅTÃÑ<äšŠ™ŠcìX Ú’×vèÚ×Ç^é LL )2(

óóªz{ÅTÆZ±gcgŠÆnÑ<~Ãðù¥ Ú’×vèÆ†mfè LL )3(
)55( :ƒX

˜VJ£œÑ<»mìÔZâxçZàZzgZâx�á?ŠzâVäf™Hì�t
¸]zZÌÆÒpÐ&Šg�V~„�:ª¢zgZ]ÔqY]Zzg+Bh45é

G
GE]Ôc/ZÖp
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Zy~¢zgZ]ªÑ< )65( ŠvãŠ~£œÔUâ~£œZzgŠ}ŠgZÆ£œX
ÆZzA£œ0õ�:¡Š+Ô¡ÑÔ¡=Ô¡±Zzg¡âwXZzgZy~¸]
züÆÒpÐFKÌ¸ì�f™ÅˆXªŠ+ƒ6lxìÔQÑÔQ

Zy£œÅ™«Ô6�çZàë�ÔCÙ‡âãÂx~ )75( =ÔQ±ZzgQâwX
Aims of f!Zßw‡âyÅZ˜b~Z7LL°wÆ£œóó) )85( ÅYCìX

(icŠ{ Value @ëZ%sF¶]Æç~ì�Ã́Šg) )95( (¹Y@ìX Justice
)06( Zëì?ZŠzZŠZgÆŠgxy£ŠxƒÇÂ¾ŠgÃFßŠ~YñÏ?

Å%ÏÅãŠ6*Zßwc‡ây¯äÆn¢zg~ì�&ÑZ_7g~
ƒV:

tZßwËùÐƒŠx:ƒÔ:tËùÆ|x~paZ™}X )1(
tZßw¬Ðñ�ŠZßwz¸Z°ÔçZàÆZÖp~LL¥Ã]ZÕqóóÔÐƒŠx: )2(
ƒX

)16( tZßwLL¾dóóÔª‡âãÂxÆnZbZzgZâ3Ô:ƒX )3(

Z¤t¾dƒÂQZkÅJqÆn'×h&ÑZ_�X~ZqÌ7g~:
ƒÂZÐšŠ™ŠcYñÇ:

t�ZkZßw»m¢zgZ]Æ‚BƒXªZkÆfg)Š+ÔÑÔ=Ô±c )1(
âwÅ™«°ŠƒX

)2(t�t¬ƒXªZkÆ}òÆ0…7gZ¢ƒ�ZkÆfg)èÃg{Ñ
Å™«ƒÏX

)3(t�t´ƒXªtZ#ÖÆËZq�ÛŠcZ�ÛZŠÆù·Æa:ƒÉ7g~Z#Ö
ÆaƒX)26(

:ÅÅãŠ6Ûˆ!]ÆaZ+Ñw!ëìYèÛˆ!]Å¯6
·Ñzq™äÐZyÀmÅÜszgi~ƒCìX~gƒeÑixŒÛZgŠ~ˆìX

â,Š?:Z#Ö0Z[LLZòZ#Öóó7ìX
ÅZzgÕÐZ+ÑwÅãŠ6ZµmZ©xÅ$šŒÐö

G
ÅgZ{Å%Æ

38



a¬xîg6ZqŠ?tÌŠ~YCì�µmZ©x»mÜs6ZäŠzgÐåZzg
]hŠzg~Zy6¿¢zg~7ìXOçeZËfzZ3gZ�á{ë�:

ZZÊ^Ö�†mÃè›^Öfke^Ö†¨mèÊo]ÖçÎk]Ö„pÒ^ÞkÊnäÚÃ¿Ü]¢Úè]Ÿ‰¡ÚnèœÚnèŸijÏà
]ÖË×Ôæ]ÖÃ×çÝ]ÖÛjÃ×Ïèeäæe^ÖvŠ^e^l]ÖË×Ónè(œÚ^Î‚æ‘×ß^Êoœm^Úß^â„å]Öoâ„]
]ÖÛŠjçpÚà]Ö‚Îèæ]Ö’vèÊnrgÂ×nß^œáÞjí„]ÖvŠ^e^l]ÖË×Ónèæ‰n×èŸ$f^l
]Ö�ãç…]Ÿ‰¡Únè�æá]Öv^qè]Öo]Ö×rçðÖ×†¨mè]Öf’†mè!EORD
)Ñ<ägƒe»_cZ,Šzg~HåZZ#Ö0ÅZÒeZò¶
Zzgƒ]ZzgŠv´Exzˆ!]~'g]7gB¶XZkÆ'@W`

ZëŠ‰ÜZzg¡ÅZ+RJV‰�Âë6Ñixì�Zsò¸V
ÆZm]Æay~gƒe6Z®g™äÆOñëÛˆ!]ÃZqza
Æîg6Jw™B(

HzZªZ#ÖÅZè»ƒˆì?HeZË™räZ#Ö0~ÑbpZ0Ï
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ZX!Zzg“ŠzâVUƒVÐgƒeÃÑiòŒÛZgŠcŠìZzgŠzu~Y+Zkçn~

ˆ[Â[~7äÐIHŠìXHeZË™räZk6¨gHì�Z¤Zò
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ÎZwtì�HzZªZk¬ÅA¸¶?ÉZkÐÌWÐ(|™ÎZwtaZ
ƒ@ì�Ht¬zZª¥wÌì?úëäz{ZqŠgÜÅ�X~ZèÆ
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zZã™`��Zk¬ÅzZqZ%é~Æîg6ÑixìXŒVZkÅ'×hzŸs
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gƒe6Z®g™äÐJ)]»‚o™*7@ìYèZy~‰Ã
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YNZzgQZ¤gƒe»êƒŠÂZŒŠyÏÅYñZzgZ¤:ƒH~ÆaZ`X
eZË™rf!˜´~}›âVÅ)]»gz*gzDƒñë�:
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ÂƒCìZzgZkÅzzÐZ¹FZ§7WC�ZzgZfZy!ÑÆ
‚Bçnð™ä~ZyÆaFg»z›aZƒYC�XZkzzÐ
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ÎZwtì�gƒe»êƒä~ZâŠkYVƒYCì?Û‘Jgƒe
»êYV7ƒ0@?HZkÅzztì�ZkêÆaËZzgocŠzgŠgZiÆ
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e�ÂÓ#ÖÆ‚BÌZzg)u»g~ZŠZgzVÆ‚BÌç5]ð™ÆZLZñg

Æ0Sàg¬tqÝ™M�Æªz{Ñ¦ÀmÆZ8wÆOñÂqÑ]
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zÏZŠâV~:ƒVXeZË¡ZDwOîg6�ÛâD��gzi{zÏ~zu]»
Z#ÖÅzu]Æ‚B�m�hZY@ìz{!Ç¡¦ìZzgZyŠzZñg»W:~Ãð
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)ZqZzgUÌ¸eŠgzZÌg‚ìZzgz{ì›âV»Z�ŠXt!]X
!̄ÑxZzg!̄Z\kì�ë›âVÃZKÏzVÆçn~Ì¸‘»
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zòtZzg:©ÔËùÐZ~zZ^oÆZßwÔùÐZ^o™äzZáÅºm
f6FšZzgZVyz){X¸zzì�Z%sËÌ‡âãÂx~Ñi˜ñ�Šƒ@ìZzg
ZkÃËÌ¡¦§iÐ»7HYYX

f!˜´~Â/geÅzzÐsÔàqZzgZ%sgZñÃ?ŒY@ì
ZzgZ%sgZñÅßg]~ZÒîgZñ6¿Æ!z�ŠZ¼ÃZKgZñÆZÖg»h
ŠcY@ìX2Z¼»thÌtHY@ì�z{ZÒeÃ‡b™äÅÃÒ™}X
CÙf!o~Ä„‡âãZßwZ,�X6ßÍVÆŠgxyZ%sƒ@ìX:
Z%sÃðZâÌLL‡.ÞÑxóóq7ì�ZkÅzzÐ›ypZ{(Z{Zˆk²~~

2ƒVXZ¤›y)gvZL”VÃZ%sÅ|ÐWÇ{™,ZzgZ¹tÌ
ŒN�Z%sZq¡~qìÂtXZÚ«7gìÇX‚B„Z¤z{ZyÃ�Y
»tZßwÌŒNÂZyÅÓxZ§ŠzgƒYNÏ�Z%°)b~h6Zq„
�Û&ƒ@ìpZkh»¬DÜsZv¬\„Ãƒ@ìXZkaZ%°)b~CÙ

$ÃZkgZñ6¿™ä»hqÝì&z{ZLZ¿ŠÅgzÐ9&ìZzgCÙ
$ÃZkÆZ¿Š»NZ[AÇZ¤phJîzZá$»Z̀ŠkƒÇX

!¹g;ZkX»Zßà�Z[Âz{ëZz6f™™`��'×ú)rÔÅãŠ6
µmZ©xÃØ7HYYÉrÔÃÀmÆ@,™*ƒÇX

!gð,Š?:â�Zy±ÅZ§
Ûˆ!]Ã£g¯äÆh~ŠÑbicŠ{FZ4òVÅY+Ð7K

YD�q)›çÑzVÔ!<mf!˜´Ô~›âVÆ)bÐzZô7@
ìXOçZq¬xŠ?tŠ~YCì�gƒehwZzgZkÅÞŠ]ÆhV~
Z%sÅzzÐZyçÑzV~}›âVÅâ�Zy±Æf‚~§b§bÆ

2]aZƒD�XeZËfzZ3gZ�á{ë�:
ZZmÃŠ†Â×nãÜœì„]Ÿq^‡]lÚàœÂÛ^ÖãÜÖÏ–^ðœæÙœm^Ý…Ú–^á(æœæÙœm^Ý]ÖÃn‚enà
]¢âØæ]¢æŸ�æ]Ör^Önè]ÖÛŠ×Ûè(æ]ÞäÖÛà]ÖÛÃ†æÍÂß‚ÚŠ×Ûo]ÖÇ†hÒÜâç
Ú×xùæœ‰^‰oœámŠjÇØ]¢âØâ„å]ÖÛß^‰f^l]Ö‚mßnèÖÇ†Œ]Ö†æ|]Ÿ‰¡ÚnèÊo
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œæŸ�âÜ(æiÃ×nÛãÜœÚ†�mßãÜæ�Ã^ñ†å(æ…e_ãÜe^¢u‚]'æ]¢Ân^�æ]ÖÛß^‰f^l
]Ö�†Ânè(æ]�Ã^…âÜœá…Ú–^áæ]ÖÃn‚âÛ^Úß^‰fj^áì^‘j^áæÚÏ‚‰j^áÊo�mßß^(

EOSD æÊoÂ†Êß^(æmÃ×ÛçáœæŸ�âÜœâÛnèæu‚é]ÖÛŠ×ÛnàæœâÛnèirÛÃãÜXX
)ZyÆaÂƒ@ì�z{gpy»ªŠycÏ»ªŠyZLWwzZzÑŠ
Zzg›yñ‹Æ‚B¦ZgäÆaZL»ñVÐ”BÔZzgf[Æ

›yY…��ZKZzÑŠ~ZsògzbgZt™äÔZ¹ZLŠ´ZñgZzg
Ã]Å½Š¶ÔZ¹cŠÇgŠâVÔÏzVZzgŠvÑ¦oò]Ð�h}gp
ÆaZzgZ7tZˆkŠÑäÆa�gpyZzgÏøg}Š+Zzg²s~
{mZÌZzg¼kgn�Ô2ZKZzÑŠÃ›âVÆZ�ŠZzgZ·tÅZÌ
Å½Š¶ÆatH¢zg~ZzgHãŠ~Z%ì�z{ZyŠâV~ZL
{0ZyÆ‚BÑqƒV(
ZkŠ?»Zßà�Z[Zz6f™HŠ�'×ú)rÔZzg£VÅãŠ6µmZ©x

ÃØ7HYYXZ¤ZyrÔÅ™«¢zg~ìÂZkÆaÃðZ(§iÎO
ecTÐµmZ©xÅÜszgi~:ƒXz,ÎWÅ!]ì�H”V~Š´
gzbËZggZt™äÆagpy»ÜsªŠy„ZIzÈwÆ‚B¦Zg*ecc
gpy»7gZ·ZkÃÒ~Üs™*ec?c‚gZ‚wZ§hVZzgfgZùÐZk

ÅÃÒ™ãec?ZkÎZw»�Z[z„ZIDŠ}M��f[~i0Ï¬™
gì�YèZ4Ãf[~}›âVÆ)b»9ZŠgZuƒYìXë‰ßvÂ

ÜsZßàZzg‡âãU„zZã™M�X

e0ÆLL‡.ÞgƒeóóƒäÅ¯6‡~¾*
‰ßÍVät?mÌŠ~ì�e0ÅaZö6:�ZkÆ‡.Þgƒeƒä

t?mÌøg~*³gZñ~*‡.ÞJwìX )47( ÅãŠ6FZqrg¯¢ecX
ZkÅZqzztì�e0»‡.Þgƒeƒ*Zµ!]ìZzgzZ¢š5é GGSZkÅgƒeƒ

Y*Zq!Ç„ZµZ%ìX‰qÑ]~e0ZK/ÅzzÐ‡.Þgƒeƒ@ìp
ZkÆ!z�ŠŠvúZïÅzzÐZkÅgƒeÅÍZ„x7WCX}Z¤e0Å/¾z[
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ÒÆz‰Ü54]ƒZzg¾z[ÒZzg¾z[‡ÆŠgxyz9034ƒÂ¬xqÑ]
~te0‡.Þgƒeƒ@ìX@ëZ¤iZ'WßŠƒäÅzzÐe0ÅzZ¢š5é GGSgƒe:ƒ
mÂHHYñÇ?Zk?mÅgzÐZŒŠy*‡~·Ñzqƒ*ec²ug
~™sZÖp~�ÛâcŠì�Zkßg]~ZŒŠy¬Yg~‡~¹Åß,@gõ
ªYñÏZzg*‡~·ZkÆˆÑzqƒÇX

Zk?mÆ*‡.ÞJwƒäÅŠzu~zztì�e0Æ‡.ÞgƒeƒäÅ7
Í×VZz‰(6FƒC�XOç‡.ÞgƒeƒäÅ7ÍÇV~!kxM]Å
/Ã£gÆîg6â*Y@ìÔªZ¤¾z[ÒÆz‰Üe0Å/M]cZkÐ
iZZƒÂZÐ‡.ÞgƒeŒÛZgŠcY@ìZzgZ¤ZkÅ/M]cZkÐÁƒÂZÐ

ªCÙì�FñZµ6Zk7Íð»Ñ<Æ‚B£Šx )57( *‡.ÞgƒeŒÛZgŠcY@ìX
WñÇX}Z¤¾z[ÒÆz‰Üe0Å/ZVK]ƒÂZk7ÍðÆ_.ZÐ
*‡.ÞgƒeŒÛZgŠcYñÇZzgZ†Šy‡~¹»ßZVŠyŒÛZg0ñÇÔqÑèZke0Å
gƒeneƒ$ËìZzgZ¤°ZßZµZkÅgƒeÅÞŠ'Hg{ÑZ_Zzg»[Æ

_.xƒYNÂÑ¦îg6ZŒŠyÐ*‡~·ÑzqƒÇXZÏ§bëäZz6
zZãH�‰Zz‡]e0Å/M[VÐiZZƒCìZkÆ!z�ŠZ¤nZkÅ
gƒe7ƒmÂÑƒZŒŠy*·Ñzq7ƒYÔ²Zk7ÍðÆ_.ZŒ
Šy*·ÑzqƒÇX

Zk?mÃšŠ™äÅŠ~zztì�e0Æ‡.ÞgƒeƒäÅD7Íð
™*ÁZiÁZkz‰ÜJe7ƒeìYèe0Æ‡.Þgƒeƒä~ZkÅ/
Æ´z{‰ŠvúZïÌZë™ŠZgZŠZ™D�XVwÆîg6e0»Îg`ÐiZzcð

(ÔZ¬ÐÎg`»nƒ*ÔZ¬Ðe0Å—~Ôi}Ðe0» elongation Ã,)
Ã,Ô¾z[ÒZzg¾z[‡ÆŠgxyz9Å¶c�ÔiÅªÔc~WßŠÏ»
ÚƒÔx@{Æ£x»ûz̧qÔx@{Æ£xÅR«gÐ—~Ôc~&

ZkÆ´z{ªCÙì�x@{™äzZáÅÃÅ!~c$zg~ÐÌgƒe6 )67( z){X
ZW7@ìX:e0ÅaZöZkÅgƒeÆ‡ì£x7ƒ$ËÔ:„Zk»‡.Þgƒe
ƒ*ZkÅ°ZßZµgƒeÅ¢zg]Ð"*i™YìX
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`Îx:Ûˆ!]Zzg°xZkygƒe
ëTg~ëZkË6ã��Ûˆ!]ÅãŠ6‡~·»Zm]Y̂

7ìXZ[ZkÎZw6c!¹ì�HZyˆ!]ÅãŠ6gƒeÅÔÅY$Ë
ì?ªZ¤gƒehwÅÞŠ]Ap‚³ˆ!]ÅãŠ6ZkŠyZzgZk£x6
gƒee7¶ÂHZ+ßg]~gƒeÅÞŠ]ÃJwHYñÇ?

6�ëäZ’ZY~f™HìÔøg~*³gZñ~Ûˆ!]Æ0
(ÅìZzg¹‚g}Zñg~�Y …œp]Öífn† ‚0ZâVÅWgZYÅwLLâCÙÅgZñóó)

äâCÙ+ÅWgZYÃ‰ÑZ_Zzg¶ŠÆ‚BuÆîg6tHìXëtÌzZã™
`��x@{ZzgŠ/Ãu}Ð*‡.ÞZ±gIZ*Ëîg97ìX

tÎZwÌ‡.ÞÂzì�gƒehwÅÍZ„»‡èÆ‚tZipŠ7™*YV
¢zg~ŒÛZgŠcŠì?ªCÙì�‡èËÍZ„6Ãðê°‹YìZz{¬t
ZEy™á�ÍZ„‡.ÞZOŠìXZkÆa¢zg~ì�z{ÍZ„gkgeKYäÆ
z‰ÜÍZ{Æn{Æ&òGWZ]6ÌÃgÇZzgÍZ{ÐÎZÑ]Ì™}X?·Ã�ÛâD

�:
LLÍZ{Æn{Æ{Zzg§iWz){ŠÚÐZkÆÒyÅ¡»Z0Zi{Îä

~(~æŠQìX2Zk6̀b™Æ—!ÂVÃïÑYYìZzgtƒ
)77( Z„ƒYìZ�ÍZ{‡ècQÆ‚tƒóó

ªCÙì�ÍZ{»LLn{Æ{Zzg§iWóóŒÛZíƒD�XÐ‡ètZ0Zi{Î@
ì�ÍZ„‡.Þ½z�ìc7XZkÐ¥xƒZ�ŒÛZíÅãŠ6ÍZ{ÅÍZ„šŠÌ
ÅY$ËìXgƒehwÆHg{»[ÞŠ]ÐÌ¥xƒ@ì�Zk~x@{Zzg
Š/ÃæÃg3ŠìZzgŒÛZíÃÌÔzg:i™sƒäZzgiZ'WßŠÅßg]~
»[ÞŠ]~�Ût:HY@XOçi™sƒäÅßg]~¦MÅÑoÅA

~tf™Åˆì: ]Öã‚]mè
ZZ¢á]ÖjË†�e^Ö†¨mèÊoÚ%Øâ„å]Öv^ÖèmçâÜ]ÖÇ×¼!Ênrg]ÖjçÎÌÊnäujomÓçá

ETSD qÛÃ÷̂Ò%n†]÷XX

49



)YèZ+qª~Ë¿Ågƒe~t»ZÈwƒ@ìX:Zkz‰Ü
JÂ�zZZìZJ¦M:ƒ(

2�Yä¥ôÅì�i™sƒäÅßg]~ÌZ¤ŠvŒÛZíÐ¥x
ƒYñ�ÍZ{ÅÍZ„‡.ÞZOŠìÂZÐJwHYñÇXOçi™sƒäÅßg]
~ÌZ¤ÜsŠzÍZ{àÐ!CÙË?c~ËàÆZ0g„Ë—£x6gƒe»

tZ%�àÆ )97( Šú~™,ÂZyŠzÍZƒVÅÍZ„6ØZwÆe0»êHYYìX
Z0gWßŠ7VÅzzÐi™sƒäÆ!z�Šgƒe»ZkyÁƒ@ìZzgàÐ!CÙ?

c~ÔcË—£xÐÔgƒe»ZkyicŠ{ƒ@ìÔ&Z]pŠŠ/Ôx@{ZzgŒÛZí6
FìX

:Z¤tczëÆZÈwÅãŠ6gƒeÆ0ÍZ{ÅÍZ„šŠÅY$Ëì
ÂZZkÅÍZ„¬îg6ßƒÂùZÐJwHYYì?‚0ZyZ¤pe0Æ
‡.ÞgƒeƒäÅ7ÍðDîg67™Mpz{e0ÅaZö»z‰ÜZÚ„D
îg6CM�ADîg6z{Îg`ÆƒqzizZwz¾z[Æ0CD�XZk

¸zzì�Z¤‚0Zy¬ )08( aZyZñg»ZïgZ[¢‹š5é
G

G]ÆZïgÆáZŠsìX
ŠÑbÐCN�#V£x6#VŠygƒe»u}Zky„7)ZkzzÐe0Å/

¡Šk]ìÔcZkzzÐ�¾z[Òz¾z[‡ÆŠgxyz9¡&4»ìÔ
cZkzzÐ�e0Z¬Ð‚]ŠgZÐÁÅZz™ð6ìÔcZzgZk§bÅ¬
z�;]f™™,(ÂZk»Zïg¢‹š5é G

G]»ZïgìZzg¢‹š5é G
G]ÆÜs:gzZe‡.ÞJw

ƒCìZzg:ÞŠ]X:øg~*³gZñ~Ûî]ÆZŠZgzVÅg7g^Ã°x
ZkygƒeÆŒÛÜÆîg6ZEw™*Ñƒ?Zzg¢zg~ìX

}òc
Zk£!~-cÆˆ�}ò‚tWñ�z{ŒV¿U7KYD

�:
Zsò¸VÆZm]ÆaÑƒŠzãŠ~§jHgK‰�:Zqt�Zû 1X
@gõÃe0ÅgƒeƒYñZzgŠzuZt�°xgƒeÅßg]~·ÆMŠy

59



7g}ƒYNX
âCÙ+ƒ]Z¤gƒeÆÍZ{Æîg6WNÂZyÅÍZ„‡.ÞJwìX@ëZ¤z{ 2X

ÍZ{Æîg6WäÆOñe0ÅaZöcgƒeÆ0ZKî]ÅgzÝ~
ÃðgZñ7™,ÐÂZkgZñÅwLLgP~Z(óóÅìZzgZk6z„Zßw
ÑÍƒVÐ�gP~Z(6ÑÍƒD�X
âCÙ+ƒ]ÅWgZYZzgî]6ZOŠ¬ck{»»x7ìYèZy»DæxZzg 3X

(ŠZãÐÃðm7ìX
@ëâCÙ+ƒ]ÅWgZYÅ¯6gƒez°xgƒeÐsÃ™Dƒñ¡ˆ!] 4X
zx@Z]ÅãŠ6Zsò¸V»Ñzq™*ËîgY̂7ìXZkÅãŠ~zzt

ì�ˆ!]Æfg=Zsò¸VÆZm]ÐµmZ©xÅÜszgi~ƒCì
&ÅÔg«w`ZzgZk§bÆŠvZßßVÅãŠ6ÌY̂7IZcYYX
Ñ¦ÒpÐ¢zg~ì�Hg{ÑzoZzg»[Æ_.gƒeÅÞŠ]ïYñZzg
qÁZkÆ_.ê™áX
@ëZ¤Hg{»[ZzgÑzoÆ_.ÞŠ]ïÌYñpÛˆ!]ÅgzÐ 5X
âCÙ+Å¬gZñtƒ�ZkŠyZk£x6gƒe*e¶ÂqÁ6ÑixƒÇ�z{
ZkÞŠ]ÃJw:™}YèÞŠ]ÂZkßg]~ÌšŠÅY$ËìZZk

~t»ZÈwƒÔ²Zkßg]~Zk»ßƒ*¬ƒ@ìX:Ûˆ!]Æ
fg=Zsò¸V»Zm]*Y̂ìpgƒeÅÞŠ]ÃJwcšŠ™äÆçn

~ˆ!]6ZOŠY̂Zzg?ìX

X â„]Ú^Âß‚p(æ]ÖÃ×ÜÂß‚]Ö×ä
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jZÙzjZ!Y]
VwÆîg6Zôm~Z¶gLLŠ~EióóÆZiñÆ*xèoÆ»Ý~Zq¯[óg�ÛâD�: 1X

The science of astronomy can correctly calculate to the last fraction

of a second as to the date and time of the sighting of the moon in

any part of the world but we remain in limbo and in doubt and

continue to reject a confusion-free and scientific approach in this

regard. (Daily The News International, 24 August  2009)

)ƒ]»D…Š*ÆËÌ¸~ËÌz‰Üe0ÅgƒeÆ0²ÅWy~ŸJ
¡Æ‚BCYìpë$2g§ŠZzg“u»Dg�ZzgZkçn~ZWÐ0u
‚³Z0ZiZ(g™äÐÚ¤m™gì�(
Ãå¯[ógÆZkŠú~Ð™s¥xƒY@ì�z{pŠƒ]ÅZQÐÌzZ�7

�XWÐëzZã™,Ð�Ûˆ!]Å¯6Dîg6e0ÅLLaZöóóÆ07ÍðÅ
Y$ËìpZkÆLL‡.ÞgƒeóóƒäÆ0ÃðD7Íð7ÅY$ËXZkÐ¼
Z0Zi{ÎcYYì�ŠzuzVÃƒ]»ŠgkŠ¶zZápŠƒ]ÐÄ*zZ��XQZ,
ßÍVÅÑ<Ð°xzZ/»Hgz*gzcYñ!
ZkâÅZ�á®Ð&ŠyIZÏZ¶g~»[eZË¡ZDw™r»Zq*y

ÆÄZyÐÖåX�áhÃå¯[ógäZk*yÃ7"ÅiØ Ramazan 1430

7Å¶X‚bÐ›âVÅ)¢zg~%úš»f™™DƒñeZË¡ZDwZk*y
~ë�:

Due to the extreme inferiority complex Muslims have about science

these days, it is often stated that in this day and age of science, why

can’t Muslims rely on technology to determine the beginning and

ending of their lunar month? The answer is simple: this is not the

criterion established by the two primary sources of law in Islam: the

Qur’an and the Sunnah. (Daily The News International, 21 August

2009)

)›y‚bÆ!g}~ZyŠâVT”hZˆk²~~2�ZkÅzzÐ¬xîg6
t!]½YCì�‚bÆZkŠzg~›yZL‡~·ÅZ’ZYzZ•»ê™äÆ
aYV(ßY6Z®g7™M?Zk»�Z[(Z‚Š{ì:tz{§i7ì�ZsxÆŠz
ãŠ~–~ÔŒÛWyZzg<Ôä³Hì(
ZßàZzg‡âãÒpÐeZË™rÅtgZñ!ÇŠg„ìÔ6�ëWÐzZã™,ÐX
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Ô‚w0341|~ÏZ[ÅgƒeÆçn~�Úi·ZVZk~ŠvZñgÆ´z{Zq 2X
pÐi·Z%tÌå�91mÃu»g~êÆ_.ZV™ZVgzi{åp?zgÅK‡ÌZ{y
ÆZ´yÆ_.tZ"54ið

EGGZVgzi{åXQZZkŠygƒeÅÞŠ'Ô�Z¶g~g7g^Æ
_.04ÐiZZ‰Ô�ÂK‡ÌZ{yäZŒŠyÏ»Z´y™1qÑè91mÃ¾z[
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ending of Ramazan is the artificial link of this beginning (or ending)

with the unity of the Ummah... [W]hat has Muslim unity to do with the

beginning or ending of Ramazan? ... [H]ow does the unity of the

Ummah suffer if people in Afghanistan begin and end their fasting on

a day different from that on which people in Iran or Pakistan do?

There is absolutely no connection between the two. ("Ramazan

1430", Daily The News International, 21 August 2009)
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