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ABSTRACT

The paper argues that Islamic law has prescribed two criteria for the
beginning of the lunar months: one, is sighting of the crescent on the
29th day of the lunar month; and second, completion of 30 days when
the moon is not sighted. The beginning of the new Islamic month
cannot be decided merely on the basis of the predictions of the
astronomers and scientists about the "birth of new moon" or
conjunction. This is because the beginning of Islamic month on the
basis of the calculation and predictions of scientists violates some
fundamental norms of Islamic law, which have been explicitly laid down
in the texts of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. These fundamental norms of
Islamic law cannot be suspended on the basis of some presumed public
interest. For beginning of an Islamic month, the law makes it obligatory
that testimony (shahadah) of the sighting of the moon is accepted by
the ruler or any person or persons authorized by him in this regard.
However, the opinion of scientists based on scientific calculations and
definitive evidences has the same status as that of the "expert opinion"
under the law of evidence and as such the testimony of witnesses about
moonsighting can be rejected if it is against the definitive expert
opinion.
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The science of astronomy can correctly calculate to the last fraction
of a second as to the date and time of the sighting of the moon in
any part of the world but we remain in limbo and in doubt and
continue to reject a confusion-free and scientific approach in this

regard. (Daily The News International, 24 August 2009)
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Due to the extreme inferiority complex Muslims have about science
these days, it is often stated that in this day and age of science, why
can’t Muslims rely on technology to determine the beginning and
ending of their lunar month? The answer is simple: this is not the
criterion established by the two primary sources of law in Islam: the
Quran and the Sunnah. (Daily The News International, 21 August

2009)
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Methodology of Law, (Cambridge University Press, 1974), 196
I 3 S s et G T ST cu b B gy b L Je
C iy S e 0§ udb G B e b n A L3 L
S
Hajra Saboor, Blasphemy and Freedom of Expression: The Islamic
Perspective (Unblished Thesis of LLM International Law, Faculty of
Shariah and Law, International Islamic University Islamabad, 2006).
Mz Lol ¢ ghimall
MA Pl
0 e by e L 5 2SIl Oyl
Py e
o
ar el
(L
p e A A

A further misunderstanding and confusion about the beginning and

-

-m

e

"



foY

ending of Ramazan is the artificial link of this beginning (or ending)
with the unity of the Ummabh... [W]hat has Muslim unity to do with the
beginning or ending of Ramazan? ... [Hlow does the unity of the
Ummah suffer if people in Afghanistan begin and end their fasting on
a day different from that on which people in Iran or Pakistan do?
There is absolutely no connection between the two. ("Ramazan

1430", Daily The News International, 21 August 2009)
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