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It seems an irony of history that the age-old Western
resentment against Islam, which was religious in origin,
should still persist subconsciously at a time when religion has
lost most of its hold on the imagination of Western man. The
shadow of the Crusades hover over the West to this day; and
all its reactions towards Islam and the Muslim World bear

distinct traces of that diehard ghost.(")
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| sometime wonder because the values of Islam constitute a
potential challenge to many western concepts of spiritual and
social Iife.(m) ------ In one way or other, all Prophets have challenged
the established order of their times; is it therefore, so surprising
that almost all of them were persecuted and ridiculed by their
kinsfolk? and that the latest of them, Muhammad, is ridiculed in
the West to this day?(”)
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------------------ SO many erroneous views about Islam itself were
prevalent throughout the West........... . My own observations had by
now convinced me that the mind of the average Westerner held
an utterly distorted image of Islam.(”)
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The world of the franjis [Europeans/Occidentals] has become the
world of Dajjal, the Glittering, the Deceptive One. It is "one eyed":
that is, it looks upon only one side of life- material progress- and is
unaware of its spiritual side. With the help of its mechanical
marvels it enables man to see and hear far beyond his natural
ability and to cover endless distances at an inconceivable speed.
And its material advancement is so powerful and so glittering that
the weak in faith are coming to believe that it is a godhead in its
own right; but those who have remained conscious of their creater
clearly recognize that to worship the Dajjal means to deny
God----- Instead of realizing that man's advancement and the
progress of science is a bounty from our Lord, more and more
people in their folly are beginning to think that it is an end in itself

and fit to be worshiped.(m)

Lo Yot S0 w31 £ (d? 35 Jos F7

TaBllor L Gydes A& 3925 e crdosl s gt g3 Ut Ui
emomr B et e Eu L 1S e S
S = Q5 Q1 o B 2 6T e 25 G o8 L T e 5 UV
B el s oS O LTl f T = (bl s el et B o e
SO e Uiy Ut e § sl s eblg B 6L Gt KU e
Chrsoly b b Gl L L b S U1 £ Q5 2 =Sl & (Uil 32 U
dwr § U 3A ukZ Gl JEE Ky il 35 U U p“ u.”/bf 20 - Gk
S et J’.b Z L (a4 & ) s (}““‘L‘ L1 st (frustration) (7L s s
eof e A P8 BB Sl ey s 2 S U U £t TV i
Sy e bl &t Ui UZL«; Sol }(L? d;l UL s i dj’



A

L F i e et el U gt $ S U i
gl Jb L £ eV Gl S § o pf e o1 9 315 Jbws
ot ™ e Wl L 2L My G S e gt &
S Sk I e $F S sl e e & LS8 i 3 Lo
e G B U G B G G 23 e U U 2 ek
drop &t S Fiburr e i f6 4 Guwar §ie A 20
sy 17z s e 8 38 Sl (GUD st TPl 2 1 §

KWL e & i Sl

Western civilization is chaotic and in its innermost self

destructive ("

and can there by any doubt that modern Western
society, with its loss of all spiritual convictions and of social
morality... can there be any doubt that this society has entirely
gone astray from the deepest truths of life and now blindly rushes
towards self-destruction?("). ------ As things stands at present,
Western civilization is about to expend the last remnats of a moral
idealism, subconsciously inherited from its past. Unless it is able to
replace those swiftly vanishing remnants by a new, adequate
structure of Idealism, it is bound to go to the way of all other
worn-out civilizations and to perish in a welter of conflicts, suffering
and confusion. And there is no indication as yet that the western
world is going to produce out of itself, such a new structure of

idealism"(‘f—").
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With the same arrogance with which they assume that Occidental
civilization is the summit of all possible civiIizations(M) ------ Is there
any sign that the civilization now dominant in the West contains
the promise of leading mankind towards that unity of civilization
and culture of which our dreamers dream? There is no such sign.
There is not the slightest indication that the West, having lost
every trace of ethical wisdom, will be able to solve unaided even
its own economic and spiritual problem, not to speak of the
problems of all mankind. On the other hand, their is a lot of
indication to the contrary. True, Western civilization possesses
great physical and scientific power: but it is also true that this
power has reached its present peak at the expense of social
morality, and that it now threatens to transform the earth into a
wilderness; - the whole social aspect of Western civilization - its
entertainments- is overshadowed by the desire to stimulate sexual
appetites and to make promiscuity appear "reasonable"; the crass
materialism and the worship of money expressed; ----and so forth;
and lastly, the ethical frustration evident in the lack of any
agreement about the meaning of Good and Evil, and the
submission, in all social and economic matters, to the rule of
"expediency"-- that painted lady of the streets, willing to please
anybody, at anytime, whenever she is invoked: does all this (and

much more of the same kind) provides an indication that Western
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civilization possesses the spiritual quality necessary for

becomming the final, ideal civilization of mankind?(é')
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The superiority of one culture or civilization over another does not
consist in the possession of a greater amount of material
knowledge-, but in its ethical energy, in its greater possibility to
explain and to co-ordinate all aspect of human life. And in this

A
respect Islam surpasses every other cuIture.( )
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The moral basis of modern Western civilization is incompatible
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with Islam --.-to go further and to imitate Western civilization in its
spirit, its mode of life and its social organization is impossible
without dealing a fatal blow to the very existence of Islam as a

theocratic polity and a practical religion.(")
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On the whole these "reformist" activities resulted in subordinating

the ethics of Islam to the views prevalent in Europe: and so they

merely deepened the uneasy feeling of inferiority in the Muslims

and still further undermined their belief in the possibility of a
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reconstruction of their society on truly Islamic lines. While the
misguided, though well intentioned, endeavours of our early
"liberals" undermined the Muslims' belief in possibility of an Islamic
revival, the cultural masquerade of their successors is based on
conscious or sub-conscious denial of the desirability of such a
revival: .- for our fashionable Muslim gentlemen have grown
accustomed to confusing "modernity’ with an apping of western
customs and any attempt to make the Shari'ah of Islam a basis of
our social life is dismissed by them as reactlonary"(’ 1)
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------ through the instrumentality of Western schools and of
Western-oriented methods of education in the Muslim world, the
distrust of Islam as a social doctrine is being systematically
planted in the minds of the younger generation of Muslim men and
women"(="4").
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It will be the duty and the opportunity of Muslim scientists, when

once they reach those border lines of scientific investigation, to
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apply their powers of speculative reasoning independently of
Western philosophical theories. Out of their own Islamic attitude
they probably will arrive at conclusions different from those of the

majority of the modern western scientists.(%)
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We Muslim must demand a greater measure of fairness in the

Christian attitude towards us: in other words, we demand and
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expect that the Christian Occident should cease to apply, as it has
hitherto been doing, different standards to our and their own
concerns. If liberty is something valuable, it must be recognized as
a moral and political right not only of the peoples of the West but
of the Muslim peoples as well. All in all, it is high time for the
occident to show its good will towards the Islamic World. it is
the moral duty of the Christians to approach the problems of the
Islamic World in the same spirit of justice and fair-play as they

approach, and demand for, their own concerns.("q)
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On the other hand, the Muslims themselves must become fully
conscious of the fact that untill now they have done very little to
make the teachings of Islam fully understandable to the West. A
new, cogent presentation of Islam by Muslim thinkers and writers
is dispensable for a mutual understanding between the two
worlds of faith: for, the ideology of Islam contains many a points
which is not a priori clear or intellectually appealing to a Christian.

------ Hence, it is the moral duty of the Muslims to bring the
intellectual premisses of Islam closer to the understanding of the
Christians.('”)
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However, what may be described as "the popular mind" of Europe
and America has not yet been able to achieve a balanced attitude
vis-a-vis Islam and things Islamic. To a large extent it is the
Muslims themselves who are to blame for this state of affairs. On
the one hand, they have not succeeded in presenting Islamic
thought to the West in a continued, systematic manner, taking
Western mentality and Western literary associations fully into
consideration; and, on the other hand, Muslim assertions of their
religious and socio-political aims are often too strident to be
regarded as valid, objectively justified expressions in the

necessary dialogue between Islam and the West.("‘/')
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I am now placing it a new before the public in the hope that it may

contribute something towards a realization of the great dream

common to all those to whom "Islam" is more than an empty word,

as well as towards a better understanding of Islamic ideology by

the non -Muslim West - an understanding so vitally needed in our

time.('”')
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| was invited by the Swiss radio to deliver a very long talk on
Islam-since this talk was a very important one (it was a part of a
cycle of talks by some of Europe's leading intellectuals on various
important questions of the Present time), | had to prepare it very
carefully and consequently to spend some time on it this talk, |

understand has caused a very great response from the public.('")
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centursies ago--- | thought, that we latecomers needed that
message even more desperately than did the people of
Muhammad's time. - The world in which | was living, the whole of
it, was wobbling because of the absence of any agreement as to
what is good and evil spiritually and, therefore, socially and
economically as well. | did not believe that individual man was in
need of "salvation": but | did believe that modern society was in
need of salvation. More than any previous time, | felt with
mounting certainty, this time of ours was in need of an ideological
basis for a new social contract: it needed a faith that would make
us understand the hollowness of material progress for the sake of
progress alone- and nevertheless would give the life of this world
its due; that would show us how to strike a balance between our
spiritual and physical requirements: and thus save us from the

disaster into which we were rushing headlong.(w)
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"The importance of this book cannot be overstated - as The Road

to Mecca inspired her to embrace Islam, so Islam at the

Crossroads not only left a decisive impact on her thought but also

determined the direction of her entire literary career. Without this

book, non of the reviewer's own books could have been written. A

classic on the subject, It has exerted much influence on thinking

Muslims throughout the World."™
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We are close enough to the end of the 20th century to verify that
nobody during the last 100 years has surpassed the Austrian
Muhammad Asad (formerly Leopold Weiss of Jewish descent) in
his monumental contribution to the explanation and propagation of
Islam in the West. His impact is not only due to the respect paid to
his deep wisdom and learning; the moral qualifications of this

intrepid Muslim earned him equal recognition.(m)
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Muhammad Asad stood alone among contemporary Muslims for
his extraordinary perception of, and contribution to Islam. With his
command of the English language, his knowledge of the Bible and
Biblical sources, as well as Jewish history and civilization, Asad
was more successful than most in communicating to Muslim and
non-Muslim readers the essence of Isalm in both its historical and
timeless context. As Islam enters the most critical phase of its
development in the West, Muhammad Asad's legacy assumes an

urgency no thinking Muslim can afford to ignore.(m‘/')
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cultures postponed- the anti-Islam compaigo virtually eliminates the
possiblity of any sort of equal dialogue between Islam and the Arabs, and the
West or Israel---Islamophobia--- | often think it has been more of a
hindrance than a help in understanding what moves people and societies.
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~~~~~~ | began to think seriously about setting down the story of my life and thus
helping, in however small a measure, to lift the heavy veil which separates
Islam and its culture from the Occidental mind. My way to Islam had been in
many respects unique:---- how many men were able to talk to Westerners
about Islam as | could? | was a Muslim - but | was also of Western origin:
and thus | could speak the intellectual languages of both Islam and the
West". The Road to Mecca, p.8.
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A translation of Sahih al-Bukhari which is accepted by all Muslims as Jff 5!
Al .,C(,v!("the most authentic book after the Book of Allah") will, so | hope,
open the eyes of many English educated Muslims who were never able to
read traditions in their original form. It is curious that in all these years no-one
thought of it before, and that it fell to the lot of a "new Muslim" to open a new:
avenue of Tabligh among educated Muslims and non-Muslims," see:
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"Asad has also been with us at Hannover. We have togather made a couple
of broadcasts on Islam with good success, and many people seem to have
learned through us for the first time of the real contents of Islam".
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"We have also made three mutual broadcasts - on Islam with Mr. Asad and it
was very pleasant to hear him recite the Qur'an in Arabic and his explanation

of Islam was very impressive".
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