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Muhammad Igbal, Allama, ‘'The Reconstruction Of Religious Thought In
Islam", Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore 1982, page 181

Broadly speaking religious life may be divided into three periods. These may
be described as the periods of 'Faith,' Thought' and 'Discovery.' In the first
period religious life appears as a form of discipline, which the individual or a
whole people must accept as an unconditional command without any
rational understanding of the ultimate meaning and purpose of that
command. This attitude may be of great consequence in the social and
political history of a people, but is not of much conseguence in so far as the
individual's inner growth and expansion are concerned. Perfect submission
to discipline is followed by a rational understanding of the discipline and the
ultimate source of its authority. In this period religious life seeks its
foundation in a kind of metaphysics-a logically consistent view of the world
with God as a part of that view. In the third period metaphysics is displaced
by psychology and religious life develops the ambition to come into direct
contact with the ultimate Reality. it is here that religion becomes a matter of
personal assimilation of life and power; and the individual achieves a free
personality, nct by releasing himself from the fetters of the law, but by
discovering the uitimate source of the law within the depths of his own
consciousness. As in the words of a Muslim Sufi-no understanding of the

Holy Book is possible until it is actually revealed to the believer just as it was
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" The Reconstruction Of Religious Thought In Islam®, page 127

"The idea, however, does not mean that mystic experience, which
qualitalively does not differ from the experience of the prophet, has now
ceased to exist as actual fact. indeed the Qaran regards both Anfus (Self)
and Afaq (world) as sources of knowledge. God reveals His Signs in inner
as well as outer experience, and it is the duty of man to judge the
knowledge-yielding capacity of all aspects of experience. The idea of finality,
therefore should not be taken to suggest that the ultimate fate of life is
complete displacement of emotion by reason. Such a thing is neither
possible nor desirable. The intellectual value of the idea is that it tends to
create an independent critical attitude towards mystic experience by
generating the belief that all personal authority, claiming a supernatural

origin, has come to an end in the history of man,”
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R. A. Nicholson, "Study in Islamic Mysticism", Cambridge University Press,
London 1980, page 60

"Here Abu Sa'id Sets aside the partial, finite and temporal revelation on
which |slam is built; and appeals to the Universal, infinite and everlasting
revelation which the Sufis find in their hearts. As a rule, even the boldest
Mohammaden mystic shrinks from uttering such a challenge ......... Abu
Sa'id does not say that the partial and Universal revelation are in conflict
with each other; he does not repudiate the Koran, but he denies that it is the
final and absolute standard of divine truth. He often quotes Koranic verses

in support of his theosophical views. Only when the Book fails him need he
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Mhuammad Igbal, “The Development of Metaphysics in Persia",

Lahore 1964, page 83. Bezm-e-Igbal,

"It would therefore, be evident that the sectet of the vitality of Sufism is the

complete view of human nature upon which it is based. it has survived

orthodox persecutions and political revolutions, because, it appeals to
human nature inits entirety."
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