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"San Pedro and other Orientalists of the Middle Ages and later have asserted

that the Prophet was an epileptic or possessed by demons .(...). Much more.

recently Rodinson dubbed it as auditory visual hallucination." (1)
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"On some occasions at least there were physical accompaniments. He
would be gripped by a feeling of pain. and in his ears there would be a noise
like the reverberation of a bell. Even on a very cold day the bystanders would
see great pearls of sweat on his forchead as the revelation descended upon
him. Such acubuhtsléd some Western critics to suggest that he had epilepsy.
but there are no real grounds for such a view. Epilepsy leads to physical and
mental degeneration, and there are no signs of that in ‘Muhammad: on the
contrary he was clearly in full possession of his faculties to the very end of his
life. These physical accémpanimcn(s of religious experiences are of interest
10 the religious psychologist. but they never either prove or dis‘pro.vc the

truth of the content of the experiences.*(2)
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"Has epilepsy —this sad and debilitating dissase—-ever enabled its victim to

become a prophet or a law giver, . or rise to a position of the highest esteem

and power."” (3)
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"To base such a»lhc0ry of epilepsy on a legend which on the face of it has 'no :

historical foundation is a sin against historical criticism."” 4
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Arberry, A. J.:- "(...) to produce something which might be accepted as
echoing however faintly the sublime rhetoric of the Arabic Koran. | have

been at pains to‘studyz the intricate and richly varied rhythms which-—-apart

from the message itself---constitute the Koran's undeniable claim to rank
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amongst the greatest literary masterpieces of "mankind.‘(....). This task was
- undertaken. not lightly. and carried 1o its conclusion at a time of great
personal distress. through which it comforted and sustained ' the 'Writ;:r in a
- manner[.}] for which he will always be grateful. He therefore acknowledges

his gratitude to whatever power or Power inspired the man and the Prophet

who first recited thesc scnptures " (5)
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Bell, Richard:- "Crmcal analysis of the Quran brmgs out its effectlveness
for the purpose of religious awakening, fqr which it was originally designed
{p-27]. The style of the Qur'an is held to be unique and inimitable. It certainly
is characteristié and unmistakable, in spite of its variatios from surah to surah

and from section to section." (6
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Palmer, E. H. :-"(....), and it only laid claim to one miracle, that of the
marvellous eloquence of its delivery, and this neither friends nor foes could
deny. It must not be forgotten that this claim of the Qur'an to miraculous
eloquence. however absurd it may sound to westém ears, was and is to the
Arabs incontrovertible. (....). That the best of Arab writers has never
sucéecded in producing anything equal in merit to the Quran itself is not

surprising.” @)
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George Sale:- 1t is confessedly the standard of the Arabic language, and

(...), inimitable by any human pen. (....).

And to this miracle did Mohammed himself chiefly appeal for the
confirmation of his mission, publicly challenging the most eloqueht men in
Arabia. which was at that time stocked with thoﬁsands whose sole study
and ambition it was to éxcel ih eleéance of style and composition, to
produce even a single chapter that might be compared with it. I will mentién
but one instance out of several, to show that this book was really admired for
the beauty of its composure by those who must be allowed to have been
competent judges. ‘A poem of Labid Ebn Rabia. one of the greatest’wits in
Arabia - in Mohammed's time, being fixed up on the gate of the temple of
Mecca, an honour allowed, to none but the most esteemed performances,

none of the other poets durst offer anything of their own in competition with
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it. But the second chapter of the Koran 7] bcing= fixed ‘up by it soon after,
Labid himself (then an idolator) on reading the first verses only. was struck
with admiration. -and  immediately professed. the religion taught thereby.
declaring that such words could proceed from an inspired person only, (....).
He must have a very bad ear who is not uncommonly moved with the very

cadence of a well-turned sentence (...). ®
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Margoliouth, G:- *The Koran admittedly occupies an important position

among the great religious books of the world. (...). It has created an all but
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new phase of human thought and a fresh type of character. It first transformed
a humber of heterogeneous desert tribes of the Arabian peninsula into a naﬁon
of heroes. and then proceeded to create the vast politico-religious organisation
of the Muhammedan world which are one of the great forces with which 7

- Europe and the East have to reckon to-day.

There is, however, apart from its religioﬁs value, a more general view from
which the book should be considered. The Koran enjoys the distinction of
having been the starting point of a new literary and philosophical
movement which has powerfu"y affected the finest and most cultivated,mir'lds
among both Jews‘gnd Christians in the middie ages. This general progress of
the Muhammedan world has somehow been arrested, but research has shown
that what European scholars l;new of ;;hilosophy of mathematics. astronomy,
and llke sciences, for several centurles before the Renaissance, was, roughly
speakmg, all derived from Latin treatises ulumately based on Arabic
originals; and it was the Koran which. though indirectly. gave the first
impetus to these studies among the Arabs and their allies. Linguistic
" investigations, poetry, and other branches of literature, also made their
appearance soon after or simultaneously with the publication of the Koran;
and the literary‘movcment thus initiated has resulted in some of the finest

products of genius and learning.” (9)
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Groliers faqclopédia:-"' The purity of its text is an established fact. 1t is
in rimed prose and is universélly recognized as the finest production in Arabic
literature.” (10) '
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International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences:- "In their [Meccan '

chapters of Qur’an s] imaginative grasp and their masterly use of Arabic they
reveal a genume prophetic genius.” an -
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Encyclopaedia of Rellglon and Etlrics ” To a certain extent it produces

narratives from the Christian Blble, whlch ex- hypolhe.\'l could not have

s



Qe

been known to Muhammad from books, and thercfore must have been
communicated to him by direct inspiration,. and so are a _proof of the

mlraculous character of the whole work.” »(12)
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The New Schaff ;Hérzog Ehcyclop‘ed‘ljd bf Religious K nowledge:- "The
immediate acceptance of this text by those who had heard the original is
fairly presumptive of its ﬁdeiity. especially in view of the antagonisms of the

times.” (13)
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The New Univérsél Encyclopedia:- "1t is written in a
language which has no peer in Arabic Literature, simple yet powerful, and
has exercised a far greater influence in the development of the Arabic
language’ than any éther writing,

The purity of its text is an established fact. It is in rhy-med prose and is

universally recognized as the finest production in Arabic literature.” (14)
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Wl” Durant:- " The book is in the purest Arablc rich in vivid similes. and
too florid for Occidental taste. By general consent it is the best. as well as
the first. work in the prose literature of Arabia. (....). Its [Qur'an's] message

raised the moral and cultural level of its followers. promoted social order and

unity, inculcated hygiene, lessened superstition and cruelty, bettered the .

conditions of slaves, lifted the lowly to dignity and pride, and produced
among Moslcms(....)ra degree of sobricty and temperance unequelled
elsewhere in the white man's- world. It géve mén an uncomplaining
acceptance of the hardships and“limitations of life, and at the same time

stimulated them to the most astonishing expansion in history." (1%
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Armstrong,Kare;:- "The Koran constantly stresses the need for,
intelligence in deciphering the 'signs' or 'messages’ of God. Muslims are not
to abdicate tﬁeir reason but to look at the world atientivcly and with
curiosity. It was this attitude that later enabled Muslims to build a fine
tradition of natural science, which has never been seen as such avdanger to

religion as in’ Christianity. (....).
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“But the gfe'atcst sign of all vw’as the Koran itself; indeed its individual
verses are called ayat. Western people find Koran a difficult book. and this is
largely a problem of transtation. Arabic is particularly difficult to translate:
(...). Muslims often say that when they read the Koran in a translation, they
feel that theyareféading adifferent book because nothingof the beauty of
the Arabic has been convcyed‘. As its name suggests, it is a book to be
recited - aloud, and. the sound of the language is an’essential part of its

effect. (....).

The early biographers of Muhammad constantly describe thelwonder and
shock felt by the Arabs when they heard the Koran for the first time. Many
were convérted on the spot, believing that God alone could account for the
extraordinary beauty of the language. (...). Thus the young . Qurayshi Umar
ibn al-Khattab had been a virq_lent opponent of Muhammad; he had been
devoted‘, to the old paganism and ready to assessinate the Pro_phct. But this
Muslim Saul of Tam;s was converted not by a vision of Jesus the Word but
by thc'_Kora.m. (._..). 'What wﬁs that balderdash'? he had roared angrily as he
strode into the house, kndéking poor Fatimah [his sister] to the ground. But
when he saw that she wﬁs bleeding, he probably felt ashamed because his
face changed. He picked up'thc manuscripi; which the vi;siting Koran
reciter had.dropped in the commot»ion,‘ ‘and, being one of the few Qurayshis
who were literate, he started to read. Umar was an ackhowledged authority -
on Arabic oral poetry and was consulted by poets as to the precise
significance of the lahguage, but he had never come across anything like
the Koran. 'How fine and noble is this speech!”. - he said wonderingly, - and
was instantly converted to the new religion of al-Lah. The beauty of the
words had reached through his reserves of hatred and prejudice to a core of

receptivity that hehad not been conscious of.* (16)
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Birkenhead:- "1 cannot see how enqu‘iring minds can come to any other
_conclusion than to accept its triie and reasonable tenets as most suitable to our

time and age." (7
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Bodley. R. V. C. :-"(....) the Koran is the only work which has
survived for over twelve hundred years with an unadulterated text. Neither in
the Jewish religion nor in the Christian is there anything which faintly
compares to this. (....) so does the Koran lose its inspiring rhythm when
taken out of Arabic. To anyone who has not heard the sonorous majesty of an
Arab reciting the Koran or listened to _the call to prayer from the minaret of a
mosque. itis impossible to convéy what the book lacks in English or French

or German.(....).

These poetic qualities do not brcvcnt ’thc Kbran from being a code of laws,
ritval. moral, and civil: a book of common pféycr and a narrative of biblical
events. all in one. (...). It transformed the ‘simple shepherds.  the merchants,
and nomads of Arabia into warriors and empire‘*builders and constructors of
cities like Baghdad and Cordova and Delhi. “into-scholars and dictators and
mathematicians. [t wés undoubtedly this book which helped these men to

 conquer a world greater than that of the Persians or Romans in as many tens
of years as thejr predecessors had taken centuries. While the Phoenicians had
gone fa‘f afield and established themselves- wherever there was trade.
whcrcas the Jews had also gone abroad but as tugmvcs or captives. lhesc

Arabs. wuh their book, came to Africa and then to Europc as kmgs (...}

[Afier giving some paragraphs taken here and there from J M. Rodwe//.s




Iransiation’ of the,

These few selections should help. to. give some notion of the immense
variety of subjects covered by -the Koran. It should give some idea of the
kind of mind which Muhammad must have had. It makes one wonder how
he knew all this, when he thought |t all out. where he learned to compose

lhe sonorous verse-prose

Mohammed's upbringing, his background; his early pumu}ts have been
discﬁssed in these pages. None of these. however, presages the author of a
code of laws. of religion, of morality: - of a collection of old legends and
storiés; of a book of prayer, and the whole thing in this lilting, resonant

Arabic. Perhaps it was all divine inspiration.” (18)

& e ruudadorii? K e QIG5

A2 2y ZESS L arilontd e 1) s Se SIGIL G
_J./Af.«fﬂdcfdl'/d‘tfd)'b(u A
J..m&..ﬁldﬁma” SIS ey bkl f Se o
ISR TRE Y PETY IR N S YNNI P
[é:"._,)wf UMK AZ S 1 I SN e as o S\E ST
I m Gt FirF e S Feis eyl F
..c..o" /ch.u' o 'ic.—ufﬁ:mﬁar

Sl alops p83 (2 B9 b £ P ¢ 2 s 2 o re

(;,,n«;r'.cr.r‘w,r, kgt b n o Liag 2P decAS

e ! [fc...-lfuu'}]-d'.gf.,:K/L)Jr‘fgrut‘(.bﬂ,dw
e gt P17 g pIUP B L o f it Sior S0y
g g dsIf s Sirble s AR LI 1 F G s, o e
(e 1L A L T S Bt qu‘w#

Uy it 0SS /uéu!‘)ulza.ur“'tfd/?/‘-’ S FusL
SS U S U B LI LS WS Lwf eIt s o

"

av



LA

2T 8w 3¢ Nt &L s v Sy s
wir e i Ut S b Lusae B LI sins
r S B Sk s dan P Sod 552800 & S L
S i E8 ) ST e o f g B 1 14 L
- “LSG DA FCL SN oS ik paclird
(mvrm)!_‘ k) e Ao LS 25y AL S bafleg
[-: cth:x.wLL/ F e
S L B AT eleectifizor
LA ik S eI e et bt
i Fia . )?ng.rb_.m;..zuw/z;y.-é.-m
U)’u).b’/:(" .,G! b e sl S Rod i Ty
' ’hpc.Ul/L

SEadad T PRI LT S s
.r_...to’r g qu‘.gcfn ﬁU‘u /uc.,u‘ut y W,waﬂuz/ P
I F¥epanl i g JE /JL:¢J,,,/:frnm s
.J:y:,f)’ :n} [,qft'b] .{’n’ c[.abf.i{,’d:(,(] .:.ngf"’f:‘d «:«gﬂ"
St/ /’:u)u’u@'g:;;’ e }:nr’g.lﬁloé'gj_')"l‘f‘/ o) (L/uf’i

R E Ay

Dorman, Haﬂ‘y Gaylord "The Qur'an is a literal revelation of God

dictated to Muhammad by Gabnel perfect in evey letler it is an ever-present
miracle witnessing to itself and to Muhammad. the prophet of God. Its
miraculous quality resides partly i its style. so perfect and lofty that
_neither men nor jinn could produce a single chapter to compare with its
briefest chapter, and partly in its-content of teachings, ' prophecies about the
future and amazingly accurate information such as the uniettered haduhammad
could never have gathered of hisown accord.” (19) ’
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Goethe (as quoted by R. V. Bodley):- "As often as we approach it [the
Koran], it always proves repulsive anew; gradually, however, it attracts, it

astonishes aﬁd, in the end, forces admiration.” (20)
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Goethe (as quoted by Hﬁgkex):- "Its style, in accordance with its contents
and aims; is stern, grand, fomibler and anon ﬁ'uly sublime. Thus the

book will goon exercising through all ages most potent influence.” @n
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Giclilaumé. Alfred:- "The Quran is one of the world's classics which cannot
be translated without great loss. It has a rhythm of peculiar beauty and a .
cadence that charms the ear. Many Christian Arabs speak of its style with

warm admiration, and most Arabists acknowledge its excellence.” 22)
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Hammer, .Ioseph Yon :- "Of all Arabic poetry, the Koran-is the
masterpiece: in it (-..) the energetic language rolls like the thunder of heaven,
révcrbrating from rock to rock, in the echo of the rhyhe: or pours on like
the roaring of the waves, in the constant return of the similar sounding
words. It stands the glorious pyramid of Arabic pbetry; no poet of this
people, either before or sihcé. has approached its excellence. Lebid, one of
the seven great bards, whose works were called al-moallakat, the
suspénded. because they hung on the walls of the Kaaba for public
admiration, iore his own down, as-unworthy of the honour. the moment he
had read the sublime exordium of the‘ second sura of the Koran. (...).
Mohammed's lofty destiny, (...), has induced many. later Arabian poets and
beaux esprites  to attempt the like; the consequences of Which have either
-been nuéatory, or fraught with their own destruction. (...). Ibn Mukaffaa, the
elegant translator of the fables of Bidpai; who shut himself for whole
weeks. to produce a single verse which might bear a comparison with the
lofty passage of the Koran, on the deluge.--"Earth. swallow thy waters!
Heaven. with-hold thy cataracts"-- earned by his fruitless labours nothing but
the reputatlon of a free-thinker; and Motenebbn whose name signifies the

prophecymg" gained, mdeed the glory of a great poet, but never that of a
prophet, ‘Thus. for twelve centuries. the Koran has maintained,
undisturbed, the character of an inimitable and uncreated celestial Scripture,

as thg: eternal- Word of God.“ (23)
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Noss, David S. and Noss, John B.:- "The Quran, revealed to Muhammad,
is the undistorted and final word of Allah to mankind.* (24)

S Tre rBIL L edudFubding oiink ot
-u‘.ftc-g /‘:J/Jf‘/dc

Pike, E. Royston - "But |f his critics really wanted to see a miracle, they hadn't
far to look. The Quran wes surely the greatest miracle that could be performed.” =(25)
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Snutll sz Bosworth:- "1t is the one miracle claimed by Muhammad—h|s
'standmg miracle' he claimed it; and a miracle indeed it is."(....). "The
' miracles of Moses and Jesus, transient and temporary, but that of
Muhammad is penhanem and perpetual, and, therefore, far superior to all.

the miraculous events of proceeding ages.” 26) .
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Watt, Monlgomerfy:- "In the Quran every word is the word of God, and is
comparable to what is found in the Bible 'alongwith the phrase "Thus says the

The Qur'an, as we have it in our hands, either in the original Arabic orin
an English translation, is thus the body of the revelations received by
Muhammad. (...). For Muslim traditior the Qur’an is thus the word or speech
of God, and Muhammad himself must also have regarded it in this way.
' Moreover he must have been perfectly sincere in this belief. He must have
been cbnvinced that he was able to distinguish between his own thoughts
and the message that came to him from ‘outside himself. To carry on inthe
face of persecution and hostilitx wou;ld have been  impossible for him unless |
he was fully persuaded that God had sent him; and the receiving of

revelatioh was i’néluded in his divine ‘mission."{27)
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" Wollaston, Arﬂmr Ni- "l'he Quﬁn is umvcrsally allowed to be written
withithe-utmost clegance and purity of style, (). Muhammad produced a
work. which,. for-its eloquence and beauty of dlctlon, was unrivalled by any
of the .compositions of its time. This circumstance is deemed to stnmp"'thc
Quran as having a divine origin, .and indecd to this miracle, . for such it is
considered in Islam. Muhammad himself appealed for the confirmation of his
mission, publlcly challengmg the most lwncd and gifted men of the day to
producc a single chapter to compare wrth the book which he alleged God had
whlspercd into his ears. (.. )

That Muhammad's boast as to the lrterary exccllcnce of the Quran was
not unfoundcd is further cvrdcnccd by a crrcumstance whrch occurred
about a ccntury after the cstabllshmcnt of lslam The story runs that in thosc
days a body of rcllglous "Nihilists", secmg the cnormous power which the
Quran exercised over the hcarts of the fmthful, commrssroncd a certain Ibn al
Mugaffa, a man of profound l'eamihg.: unsurpassed eloquence and vivid
imagination, to produce a book to rival the Sacred Book of Islam. - Ibn af
Muqaffa agreed,. but stipulated that he should be allowed a period of twelve
months wherein to accomplish his task, during which time all his bodily
wants ;hould‘be supplied, so that he might bc enabled to concentrate his
mind on the task which he had undertaken. At the expiration of half the

\
1
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allotted interval his friends, on coming to make inquiries as to his progress,
found him sitting, pen in hand, deeply absorbed in study, while before him
was a blank sheet of paper, and around his.desk a wild confusion of
closely-written manuscripts tom to pieces. and scattered  indiscriminately
over the apartment. In good truth he had tried to write a single verse

equalling the Quran in excellence, and failed; and he confessed with
confusion and shame that a solitary line hgd baffled all his efforts for six

months; so he retired from the task hopeless and cfestfallqm." (28)
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