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"For our present purposes, however, we must distinguish traditions of
a purely legal import from those which are of a non-legal character.
With regard to the former, there arises a very important question as to
how for they embody the Pre-Islamic usages of Arabia which were in
some cases left infact, and in others modified by the Prophet. It is
difficult to make this discovery, for our early writers do not always
refer to Pre-Islamic usages. Nor is it possible to discover that usages,

left intact by express or tacit approval of the Prophet, were intended to
be universal in their application. Shah Waliullah has a very
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illumenating discussion on the point. I reproduce here the substance of
his view. The Prophetic method of teaching, according to Shah
Waliullah, is that, generally speabing, the law revealed by a Prophet
takes especial notice of the habits, ways, and peculiarities of the People
to when he is specifically sent. The Prophet who aims at all-embracing
principles, however, can neither reveal different princeples for different
peoples, nor leaves them to workout their own rules of conduct. His
method is to train one particular people, and to use them as a nucleus
for the building up of a universal Shariah. In doing so he accentuates
the principles under lying the social life of all mankind, and applies
them to concrete cases in the light of the specific habits of the people
immediately before him. The Shariah values (Ahkam) resulting from
this application (e.g. rules relating to penalifies for crimas) are in a
sense specific to that people; and since their observance is not an end
in itself they cannot be strictly enforced in the case of future
generations”. A)
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