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“In the reign of the I mperar Jshanglr (1605-162%)
there was a certan Sunni theologian, named Shaykh
Ahmad Mujaddid, who «specially distinguished himeelf
hv energy with which he controverted the doctrines of
Shitths  The latter, being at this time In favour at
court, sacceeded in having him imprisoned on some
frivolous charge, during the two years that he war
kept in Prison he converted to lslam several hundred
idolaters who were his Companions in the same Prison,
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The Naqshbandi order did not attain such a vogue in
India as the other mentioned above; It was latroduced

there by Shaikh Ahmad, al-Farugi, who died at Sirhind
in 1625,

3 T. W Armold; The Preaching of idam (1896),
Lahore, p- 412,
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**The Mea of Personality 1 Sufism’”.
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4. ] Hostinge: Engyclupacdia of Religons and Ethics, vol. X1,
New York, 1954, p. 69 (Saiats aad Martyres, Nubamaalea

In lodias by T. W, Arnokd).
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6. R.A, Nicholeda: The lea of Peraelty i Sufivs,
.« Lakere. 1964,
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During the seventeenth and cightaunh centuries @
succession of romarkable wholans strove w rowte the
bases of Blama theology 1 a manner which bruke away
from the formahsm ot the orthodox manuals and taid
stress upon the paychological and cthical elements in
religion  Among the more outatanding figures fn this
movement, which bas not recened the attention #t
duserves, were the Syrian Abd ai Ghani uf Nablus (1641
1731), and the Indians Ahmad Sihindi (1563.1624) amd
Shah Wahi-Allah of Dl (1702-1762) (71
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7. H. A, R Gibb  Muhammadaonm- o Hitornal Sunee New
York, 1966, p /63 :
8. Mihammad fgbal  Re va tewtion of Relrjross Thou bt I
Nlym, Lahore, 1962, p 181
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“*Religious And Political Ideas of Sheikh Ahmed Sichindy™’,
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Shickh Y'qub Kashmiri had introduced him t the

Kibruya order from which he scems 10 have imbibed

—
10, C. A. Storey: Pension Litcrature-A Bio-Bibliogrophica! Sur+
vy, Vol, 1, Part It, LONDON, 1953,
1t. Wm. Theodrc de Bary: Sources of Inao Traditson, New
York, 1959, p 449.
12, Prof. Aziz Abmed, Dept, of Liamic Studies, University
- of Toronto, Toronta.5, Ontario, Canadar
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much of the ¢ insolationist * Political Philosophy of
Sayyld Ali.Hamadani (13)
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But, beforeall, I would like to study the Mujaddid and
his criticism of the theorics of lbn Arabi. It is for that
purpose I began to study the Kubrawi Al aDawla Sim.
nani who, some 250 years earlier, likewise opposed
the wahdat al. Wujud and whose mystical doctrine
seems very like that of the Mujaddid (14)
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13. S, Ali Hamdanl: Dhakhirat al-Muluk, India Office Library,
London, p. MS. No, 1130 ff 88s—95a Ref. Rivista etc,
p. 260,
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It is difficult to catimate the eact, direct and indirect
influcnce of Shaikh Ahmad on Jabangie, but there is no
doubt that the casy going emperor was by ne means the
pagan depicted by Sir Thomas Roe and other Furopean
Chroniclers. (p. 263
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It is not surprising therefore that Shaikh Ahmad’s

doctrine of Phenomeno-logical monism had such a re-

volutionary Impact on Indian Islam. It rediverted its

various streams, orthodox, liberal and esoteric into a

single channel; it relaxed the tension between the reli-

glous law and mystical experience, it resolved the age-

long conflict between the sufis and the ulema uniting

them in a single synthesis of solidarity. It is also not

surprising that Shaikh Ahmed’s influence on Islam out.

side India was also quite casiderable. (16)
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16.  mustafa Sabri: Mawagif al-agle wa'l-"ilm wa'l-%alim,
. I, pp. 275.99, Cairo, 1950.
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18. Director, The Islamic Research Institute
" Hyder Ali Road, Karachi, (W, Pak). .
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In a way he was the pioneer of what modern Iilam i

to.day in Indian sub i . veparatist, '
elf.confident, conservative, more intolerant than tole.

rant, not too liberal, deeply conscious of the need of
reformation but distrustful of innovations, accepting
speculation in theory but dreading it in practice, and
insular in its contact with other civilizations.
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19. Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill Unhenity, Mone
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<bstam In India bofore Shah Walwliah'" .

Gl (fas f) mmy SRSy St Gl Qs
I Sl e eled £ puaam dm Sl & e b 1 aens
S gt o et s oS pae WS P ey
Fim Jraki 8 ddmeCrae L oOpeye dip e Sl o e
cay

— AWK G b S g ke e e el

+o.ooduring the reign of Jahangir 4 remarkable leader
emerged, Shickh Ahmad of Sishind, on of the twa
greatest Muslim theologlans produced on the subcoati
ent. (26)
Aty O el SO1 AT 2 W0 i & st S ot
s K ey e
The practical sciences for Shaikh  Ahmad werc those
relating directly to the Quran, the Sunns and the
Shari’ah. (27)
o S il B oNle & osdae Gpan e 5ot gl
- L L&
Basic to Shaikh Abmad's thought, and tu that of all
fundamentalist Muslims, Is the idea that the preseat is
to be controlled by the laws of hlam; the laws of hlam
are not to be controlled by the present. (25)

26, Siudies in blam, Vol, 1, No. 2. April 1944, New Ueik,
p-1

27, Ibid., p. 108,

28, lbid,, p. 119.
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There can be no question that the Shaikh’s Influence

was dous. By preaching, by fons, and

2 3

by letters Shaikh Ahmad sought to convince the Muslim
nobility of the importance of abandoning the many
innovations that had been introducecd into Islam in

India, and of returning to the true faith. (29.)
2 s Jen Sl il K GRS S wddme Slegd

The teaching of Shatkh Ahmad was spread by hun-
dreds of his students. The emperor Aurangreb became
a follower of one of his sons, and intellectuals all over
Mughal India became assoclated with Shaikh Ahmad's
teachings, aud, indeed, with his Nagshbandi order "
well. (30)

29,  Studics In Islam, Vol. 1, No. 2, April 1964,
3. B, p. 111, *
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greb's reign rey the culmination of Shaikh
Ahmad's teachinze  He was mativated throughout s
reign to bring the state, and the life of every Muslim,
into strict agreement with the Sharis interpreted biShaikh
Ahmad. (31)
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31, Ihid,p. 114,
32, Ibid, p. 110
33, fhid, p. 1102,
34, Ihid.,
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There can be no doubt that Shaikh Ahmad was a
great decisive factor on the Indian scene, but the
fundamentalists could not have been strongly revived in
India with creating divisions?. One party can thus praise
the Shalkh for bringing Indian Islam back to the true
path, while another can assail him for starting proce-
dures which hastened the collapse of the Mughal
state. (34)
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Shaikh Ahmad's influence on posterity hav been great
indeed. His was truly the il ‘Back to Muhammad'
with far.reaching consequences In both religious and
political terms.  His teaching radically affected contem-
porary Muslim thioking, giving it a new mysticil and
religio-juridical content. it opposed secularization of
Muslim rule in India, and set in motion those forces
for the recreation of th: pre-Akhar system which trium-
phed during the reign of Jahangir's grandson Emperor
Aurangzib (36)

35. Prof. Dr. Hafeez Malik, Dept. of Political Science.
University of Villanova, U.S.A,
36, Hafeez Malik : Muslim Nationalim In Indra opd Pbistan.

Washington, 1963,
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