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!‘Curiuus}y, banking, which in later ages was t¢ béoome a characteristi-
cally tewish occupation, still attracted but few Jews., Among the consider-
‘able number of bankers in Graeco-Roman Egyprt fisted by Calderint not ons
name could he safely identified as Jewish although a number of Jews scem
to have served as ofliciais in state banks. It has even been suggested that the
‘loan contracts without interests i~cluded in the Adler papyri reflected the
influence of Jewish aversion to usury. Be this as it may, one Tebtunis
papyrus of 182 B.C.E., recording a mortgage loan between iwo Jews, spe-
cificaily provided that no interest was to be paid for a year.  Only “if he
does not repay it as stated, Sostatus shall forthwith forfeit to Apolionius
the foan increased by one-half and for the overtime interest at the raie of
two drachmas per inina per month.” The same fairly customary rate of
24 per cent is recorded also in another loan contract between two Jews of
Tebtunis {of 174 B.C.E.). However, here, too, we deal with the renewal
of the loan, further complicated by the prospect of repayment in “the eighth
year”, which may have had some bearing on the l2gal cancellation of debis
during the Jewish Sabbatical year. In any case, the original loan may have
been granted without interest. It stands to reason, however, that once they
became a professicnal group, the - Jewmh moneylenders in Egypt and clse-
where could not long indulge in such profitless transactions.”
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