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Muslims constitute over 17.3 per cent of Mauritius population.[1]
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Muslims of Mauritius are mostly of Indian descent. Muslims
arrived to Mauritius during the British regime starting from 1810
as large scale indentured slaves from India.
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PORT-LOUIS, Mauritius, October 28 (IslamOnline.net) - The
start of the Muslims holy fasting month of Ramadan on

Sunday, October 27, brought to the fore the religious crisis of

the 200,000-strong Muslim community of this Indian Ocean

‘ island. '

i Imam Hafiz Akbar Neeyamatkhan, of the Jamaah Naeemiah in
Port-Louis, famented that Mauritius Muslims lost enthusiasm in
Ramadan.

"Fifteen years ago, Muslims were more religious, collaborated
with each other, not only during Ramadan but during the whole
year," he told IslamOnline.net.

"They were at the mosques for long hours. All this has
disappeared. If the number of Muslims doing Ramadan has
diminished, those who do it also are in a hurry to finish with it,"
he added.

A This is due mainly, Neeyamatkhan asserted, to the lack of
unity among the Muslim community which represents 18% of
the 1.2 million population.

"Day by day, the Muslim is going away from Islam hkecause his
heart is getting attached to other materialistic things, most of
them coming from the western civilization. He ‘is living his

religion with difficufty in such an atmosphere,” maintained the
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Imam.

He recalled that in the past mosques were always full during
the whole year. "Today, not many Muslims go to the mosques."
Anothe; reason for the decline of Islam in Mauritius,
Neeyamatkha underlined, is the lack of Islamic education
despite "the large number of madrassahs and Islamic centers
opened in several parts of the island."

"Islamic education has become less and less important for
Muslims. Madrassas represent just a tradition for Muslim
children. They do not learn Islam and its principles," he added.
iImam Neeyamatkhan said Muslim children were overburdened
by private tuition which takes place after school hours, at a
time when the courses at the madrassah start.

"Parents wish their children progress in western education and
give less importance to Islamic values,” he charged.

Imam Neeyamatkhan insisted that if such a situation persisted
in the island, the future of Muslims would be worse.

"You just have to go around and look at the way young Muslim
men and women get dressed these days. | do not force them
to put the hijab or other Islamic dress, but they can at least
cover their bodies conveniently. They are unrecogﬁizable in
their western dress," he said. '

Maulana Jameel Chooramun, of Jamaat-ul-Ulama, also
complained of lack of interest in Ramadan.

"It all depends on the family and how the children have been
brought up by their parents. If parents have created a good
image for roza (fasting) and the month of Ramadan, the
children would definitely love Ramadan,” he said.

On the beginning of Ramadan, Habib Ramhjeet, a resident of
Plaine des Papayes, in the north of the island, replied: "Do it or

not, it's the same thing....though | know that it's an important
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event in the Islamic calendar.”

Goolhamid Beegun, an lIslamic scholar in the island,
maintaiﬁed that most Muslims in Mauritius live Islam only
during Ramadan.

"Ramadan over, they finish with their religion, until next

Ramadan" he added.
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The mountain is considered a national holy monument bearing
testimony to the slaves’ quest and fights for freedom.

The early history of Mauritius is indissociably linked to slavery.

During the Dutch and French periods many slaves were brought
in, mainly from the African mainland and Madagascar, to
transform this faraway uninhabited island into a thriving economy.
They endured many hardships and corporal punishments while
toiling the fields and building infrastructures. Unable to bear the
physical and emotional atrocities inflicted upon them by their

masters, many fled to the forests.
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Allamah Maulana Hayat Noor Khan Noorani, Imam o Khateeb of Hanaffee
Masjid Royal Road ,
Mensil, Mauritius. cell. 59129697
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The Jummah Mosque in Port Louis was built in the 1850s and is
described in the Ministry of Tourism's guide as one of the most
beautiful religious buildings in Mauritius. All mosques are
controlled by a board called waqf, also a form of charitable
organization. The Waqf Board in Mauritisu was created in 1941
and it supervises the finances and administration of all the
mosques. Each mosque has a manager named muttanwalli,

A  elected by a congregation. The board helps executing funerals,
imparting education in madraasas and all Islamic ceremonies.
Major festivals like Bakrid, Eid and Muharram are celebrated with
festive floats in the major mosques in the country.[9]
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The first purpose-built mosque in Mauritius is the Camp des
Lascars Mosque in around 1805. It is now officially known
as the Al-Agsa Mosque. )
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5, Labourdonnais, street, Port Louis Mauritius.
230-52550009 230-2126000
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