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formed 1o see from earth (This is due to the mountains on the surface of
the moon that block the sunlight coming to the earth - Danjon effect).
Between”™ ' A : -
7.2 and 8.5" the crescent is invisible to the eves. because. the brightness
. of this thin crescent is less than the sky brightness on the horizon. At
eiongation less than about 7.5% even teiescopes do not pick the thin
crescent. This is the discussion for naked eve versus telescope or
binocular sightings. |

The published record for moonst uhn’ng with bare eves shows that no
one has ever seen the crescent of less than 154 hours old [See "Records
of Young Moon Sightings. Quarter!y Journal of Royal Astronomical
Society (1993) 54, 53-5€.article by Schaefer. Ahinad. and Doggett].
This sighting was done on Sep 14. 1871 CE. The angular separation
was 9.3° That was wn the previous, century. when atmospheric
poliution. and city light poilution did uat exist. Now. it is not possible
~to see even this kind of crescent. In recent times the crescent thai has
been seen with naked. eve had the angle of 10.57 which corresponds to
17 to 21 hours of age. Remember, even 17 to 21 hours age does not
mean that every moon of this age wii! be visible. There are other
factors that must meet the ceitain minunurn for a cresceni to be visible.

4.5 Question: What is the youngest aiew rmoon observation record with
a telescope, binocular. and with unaided 2ye? (Dec 30, 1998)

Answer: | do not know if any one keeps the record of telescope!
sightings. The youngest nevw moon obseived with a binocular is 13.47
hours of age, while with unaided eye, it is 15.4 hours {See "Records of
Young Moon Sightings. Quarteriy Journal ‘of Royal Aswonomical
Nociety (1993) 34. p53-56. article-by Schaefer. ,\hmud. and Dog . ett].
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me he casually looked over hiv shoulder ‘as he was standing for
Maghrib pravers and he saw the noon quite high. The authentic naked
~eve sightings are at about 17.2 houvrs. and I5.5 hours by observatory

telescopes. Remember. in some seasons. earliest moonsighting takes
about 24 hours. So it the moon has become |7 houvss old o mins ore
can not conclude that it is possible ic see that moon.

4.3 Question: What is the record time between a new moon and its first
possible sl"hlnu. and is this result available for evecy poirt on eqrth?
(Jan 15.1998)

Answer: No. this resuit is ceriainly not svailable for every poirnt on
carth. Accerding o differeni individual claims. the record time between
new moonr and its sighting varies for naked eye. and aided eye
(binocuiar or telescope). Dir Doggett of U.S. Naval Observatory, Dr
-Schaeter of Yaie University, and Dr. Ahmad. a Professionai astronomer
have written a rescarch papet on a collection of most early sighting
claims. QLK. Astr. Soc. {1993) 34, p33-36. "Records for youny Moon
Sightings.” For naked eye. claims az with the age 0°to 15.4 hours, but
all claims less ihan i5 hours are not considered credible by professicnal
.experts in this ficld for various reasons. Some were reported a few days
or weceks later. some few month later and in some cases. it vas found .
“that skies were overcast in that area. so ciairns were made for wrong
dates. For aided eye, claims less than 13.47 hours are e wsicerad
credible. »
However, one point must be understood, and that is. ~van i7 z mocr

was sighted at the age 15.4 hours by naked eve or 13.47 hours by aided
cve, it does not mean that every time moon age reachies those ity it
couid be visible. [n some munll!s moon couid riot ke visibic-any place
e the globe until it becenies 27 hours old. That still docs 2ot meen that
a 23 hour old moon wi'l al\\.ns be visible from every place on the
globe.

4.4 Question: What is the "scientific” b"isis foi the 1pparcntly accepted
wview that the imoon cannot be sighted with 'Mlud eve if it younger than
13 hours or s¢” (Dec 24.1998)

~ Aunswer: Scieatific basis is that in 13 hours, the 'angalar separation of
the moon from sun is between 7.2 to 8537, The aaguiar separation -
(clongation) 1s the most imnartam fierer i moon's visibility besides
several other factors combimed. At the angle 7+, no sun gizht reflected
from the moon can come to the carth meaning tiar the crescent is not
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3. Age: Youngest Moon:

4.1 Question: Ater the Moon Birth, how much time is required for
people to sight the New Moon?

Answer: Time passed after New Moon Birth is called the age of the
moon. Sighting is possible at different age in different months. So. age
cannot be a criterion for sighting. Why is it so? Because. the orbit of
the moon is elliptical and in its orbit. the moon moves faster when it is
closer to the earth, and slower when it is farther from earth. When it
moves faster, the moon becomes visible at smaller age (like 17 hours),
and when it moves slower, it becomes visible at Ialuu age (like 23
hours). The main factor that makes the moon visible is the angle
between moon-earth-sun. When this angle becomes «bout 9 degrees,
the moon starts to be visible. How much time it takes to get this angle
depends upon the speed of the moon in its orbit.”

4.2 Questlon When has the earliest new moon crescent been seen after
new moon was born? (Dec 4, 1997)

' Answer:’Moon sighting does not depend on age. Non-Muslims have
treated this question as a sporl. "Who can see the youngest moon." In
the zeal of their competition. they claim-early and early sightings.
which are in most cases false, as many claims have been refuted with
no sighting at places thousands of miles west. There was an article in
Quarterly Journal of Royal Astronomical Society. Q.J.R. Astr. Soc.
(1993). 34, p53-56. "Records for voung Moon Sightings.” by Bradley
Schaefer, Imad Ahmad, and LcRoyv Doggett. They have refuted some
sighting claims. However, they accepted the two following. claims:

1. Morning crescent on Sep 14. 1871, Age -15.4h at Athens Greece,.
seen by Schmidt (Naked eye) . o

2.-Evening crescent on May 5.71989. Age 13.47h East Lansing. ML

seen by Victor (Binocular only)
Both of these claims are questionable: the first one with naked L\C has
been a record so old that it has not been met in the recent century. and
therefore is doubtful. There is no way it can be justitied. The second
one is questioniable, a8 | had talked 10 Bob Victor who told me that
there were two other persons. with hin and they could not see the
moon. Moreover, from Michigan to West coast. no where it was seen.
This paper also did not accept May 5. 1989 sighting of Badat: in
Houston reported by "Mohib Duwrrani.” The article mentions  that
reported altitude was wrong. | personally talked to Badat and he 10ld
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- have all the tools that are requn'ed for an accurate moonsighting? We

v

should be one Islamic Umma at least for one day out of the whole year
which is'the da\ of Eidul Adha.

Answer: Telecommunication also tells us when is Jumuah praver
conducted in Makkah. Wht do we not perform Jumuah: in the whole
world with them. If Saudis had all the tools for moonsighting as you
believe. then they should know that the moon could not be sighted on "
Feb 23. 20001. Saudi Arabia Official announcement for Zul-Hijja did
not mention anything about moonsighting. We should be one Ummah
not for one day. but for all 365 days. The unity of the Ummah is not in
praving Jumuah all over the world at the same time. and praving at
different times. does not break the unity. Similarly, the starting of a
month at different times has nothing to do with unity: it is- bound to be.
at different times in different locations.

3.11 Questioh: What is the definition of "YAWM ARAFAH" and how
are we going to fast "YAWM ARAFAH" for example Monday. March
5.2001 is 9th Zul-Hijjah in North America and it is. day of EID for
Huu1|

Answer: Hujjaj do not have a day of Eid. They never pray Salatul-Eid.
Accordingto all four school of thoughts. fasting is on the 9t of Zul-
Hijja based on local sighting. This has been the way for over 1300
vears. Just 50 vears ago, people in Iran. Afghanistan, Far east. did not
know when YAWM ARAFAH is in Makkah. How were those Muslinis
fasting on YAWM ARAFAH. or was their fast invalid? Also
remember. that [1ajj was prescribed seven vears after Eid-la-Adha was
prescribed. so. saving that Eid-al-Adha has always been on thc day
after hajj is not right.

3.12 Question: Granted that. Saudi. Arabia may be wrong on their
announced date (IFeb 24, 2001) for the 1Ist of dhul-hijjah. But do vou .~
think that the other countries in that arca. who did sce the moon. are
also wrong? shouldn't we follow them if they saw it? .
Answer: Other countries did not claim to sce the moon. They are just *
folfowing announcement of Saudi Arabia. When people get the news of
Eid. they themsclves translate that news into moon nwst have been
sighted. but the moon was net sighted on Feb 23. 2001,
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the facts of existence of science. mathematics. and all other uloom that .
Allah has bestowed upon us.

3.8 Ques'tion‘ Many mosques in USA individually announced Eid on
Friday. Jan 7. 2000. How vould-the moon he sighted in so many piaces.
not only in l SA but aiso in Middle Last? (Jan 15, 2000)

Answer: Decisions in many cities 'do. not mean that moon has been
sighted in many ‘places. Middle Eastern countries other than Saudi
Arabia did not see the mooa They went along with the decision of
Saudi Arabia. Many of us take that news and tranzlate in our minds that
the moon has been scen in ail thosé places. That is a big fallacy.
Mistakes have been made even in the past when sincere trustworthy
Muslims sce something and beiteve 1 to be the moon: limams of
individun! mosques in USA started making their own decisions based
on any clalin or news thay hour from anvw Iur\ iSNA and Shura
Council of North America have o frame work for making sure tiai the
triec moon has been zightert and not any mistaken object that people
believe moon. Makine decision at individual ‘mosques and not
following a unified decision ot Shura Conuneil will keep the Ummah
divided Let s make eftoris fo fntiow unified Shura Council's decision
to-aveid such happenings in futwie, and to remam united

3.9 Question: | spoke to nev Zousin i Saudi Arakia whe sard that today
{(Nov 3. 2000) is the 29th day of Shabaan. Heuce thev were looking
out for the moor. of Ramadan today. if the mooi is sichted todav then
Ramadan will start for them on Tuesdav (Nov 26} which according to
‘vou is not possible. Was there a inistake on their part regarding sichting
f'thic moon for Shabaan?
Answer: They did not start S' a'bao with the sigitng of the moon. In
Saudi /\mhh. they have a pre calculated (Umniui- Qura) calendar 1t s
hasically used for civil puimoses.  This calendar 15 based on new
tinvis:ble) moon calciiations or moonset aiier sunset ~ca'culaiim‘.s. They
do not follow their ¢l calendar tor rehigious dates. However. on the
29th Sha'ban or 29th Ramadan of tat calendar they look for the moon.
and vear after vear someone mistaxes something elsz for the moon or
ist compleie 30 davs from the caiculated calendar and observe the
imonth sometimes ONI: day c.ullel than what it should have been.
it lhcv follow sighting. .

3.10 Question. 1) we all agree on one Oibla. and i we have the state of
the art in telecommamication. would that not be cnough o Tollow
Makkah in moonsighting. Do vou think that Saudi Arabiu does pot
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verses from Holy Quran and two Ahadeeth | want to know your
answer. (Mav 10, 1999) ) '
Answer: The difference of two davs between India-Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia date for Eid-al-Adha is atributed to pracnces m the two
countries. India-Pakistan had celebrated Eid-al-Adha based on correct
and authentic moonsighting as far as our scientifi. kiiowledge tells us.
Saudi Arabia is using a pre-calculated calendar and not the ‘actual -
sighting. They say that their calendar is for civil nuse only, and for
religeous purposes they depend on actual sightine. However, if 50 days
are completed by their pre calculated calendar then they start rew
month. no matter if the moon is boin or rot. and eve, :* the mocn is not
sighted on 30th day.
Novw there is oniy one moon, If it was seen in Sau;: Arzbia on March
|7, then where did 1t go 1o be invisible in India or Pakistan on March
17. or 18 1u1s agamst all the known facts about mecensiyntizg science,
astronomy and mathematics. It certainly was not seen in india/Paki?.tan
on March 18. and was subsequently seen there on March 9. Wile
Saudh Arabia fixed their dates as 1f the moon was sighted on M'll'Ch 17,
two days before India/Pakistan. Either they have sei their dates Lased
on a criterion other than moonsighting or accepted claims 1‘1 om people
who saw something else (like a streak of cloud. or & jQ'Sl oke} and
bLhL\/t,d it to be the moon. .
¢ all know these things that vou quoied from Quran :.md Hadith. and
no one has any question about them. However. Quran or ladith does
not tell us to believe a Muslim biindly if we know :hat the moon was
noi there. The moen was not ¢ven born at Maearnio. e of Sauds
Arabia: it was born en March 7. 18:49 Universal Time that is 21:49
Saudi Nime. which was 3 hours after Maghrib. The moon was nou tnere
to sce. We know that for a fact. It is not a good argument that we
should not look at the caleulations: we believe caleuladons for praver
timess and we know that Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) said "Al-shamsu
wal-qamaret  bi-husbaan™ (suri and moon follow course exactly
compred) - He also sard. "li- ta'alamu "adad al-sinecna wa ai-hisaab” (s¢ -
that vou may know the count of vears and calcul~1) woy The Peonhiet
(peace be upon him) said. "o seek knowledge s ohlmalon on aII
Muslims men and women™. The first word form Abieh was "l S
the I"nphcl (peace be upon lnm) sard. "la naktub wa la nahsih

and
meant it to be an erder for all umes. then why do wo viite: we shonld
wive up writing too if we were asked to give up caleulations. Think
rationally. ‘that Allah has given us the knowledge which we must use
for the benetit of mankind and for establishing the tuth and justice. in
the way Adiah and His Rasool please. We must not remain blindg from
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correctly, othen\lse moon is alwavs vmble on.30th day. «Wen clear
skies.

5 Questiomr: Many Muslim countries in Middle-Last have seen the
moon on Friday (Dec-18. 1998). Why astronomers are saving that. it is
impossible. 1 would take the word of a Muslim over all the sciences.
when I know that science theories change with time. (Dcc 23, 1998)

Answer: Muslims in the Middle-East have made a mistake in seeing a
cloud or jet smoke thinking it was the crescent moon. The moon was
not even bon n on Dec 18. 1998. It could not even be seen on Dec 19,
19% in Saudl Arabia. because its angular separation hom the sun was
8.5% and it was too low on the horizon.

3.6 Question: The first day of Zul-hijjah was observed in Saudi Arabia
two days before here in the U.S. and one day before its neighboring
counlries. [Mow could that be possible? (April 20. 1999)

Answcr. There is only one rational explanation for Saudi dates belnﬂ
almad of USA. and that is their calendar is based on some convention
and not the moonsighting. In fact it is quite contrary scientifically that
Saudi date can see the moon and North America does not see on the
same evening 8 to'1 1 hours later.

This Zul-Hijja, 1419AH, Saudi Arabia was only onc day ahead of USA
not two days. Pakistan and India are so close to Saudi Arabia, but they
have ¢évery month at feast one day behind Saudi: sometimes two days
behind. i check India and Pakistan dates every month. and they alwavs
start- their months according to scientific possibility of moonsighting.
while Saudi dates seldome reflect possibility of sighting.

3.7 Question: Eid-al-Adha was celebrated in India and Pakistan on
March 29. 1999. thre¢ days after Hajj. and two days after Eid-al-Adha
in Middle East countries: Why there is difference of two days between
‘the countries which are very close such as Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
About  Pilgrimage. Allah savs in Holy Quran™" They ask’ vou
- (Mohammad)(peace be upon him) about the 'n}cw moons: Say : These
are signs 1o mark fixed periods of time for MANKIND and for the
pilgrimage™ (2:189). In Hadith Allah's Messenger savs after sighting
the crescent we have to begin the: Ramadan fasting and similarly we
have to end. the fasting after sigliling of the new crescent. In another
Hadith Allah's Messenger says: We are unlettered people and we don't
know . writing and calculations and the lunar month is 29 daxs or 30
days. Both Ahadeeth are from Sahih Al-Bukhari. Based on the above
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Answer: Several groups of people have written to the Saudi authorities

about this. Groups of people from India and Pakistan have gone to them
at different times to talk face to face. ISNA's representatives have gone *

and discussed this matter with them.-[ am also trying to convey this
message to the Saudi Authoritics through some contacts in Saudi
Arabia in the hope that something good will come ottt in near future.

3.3 Question: According to what was posted on your web page the’

Ramadan moon was not supposed to be visible in the Middle East on
Dec 29. 1997. Yet-there are reliable repotts of relatives {not connected

to the government officials) who saw the moon - in Syria. Turkey and.

Saudi Arabia. I hope you have vour own sources who can confirm that.
However | have not heard of anyoiie sighting the moon on that date in
North America! Do vou have an explanation for this? | am a regular
visitor to your web page. | find it very informative and entertaining.
May Allah bless you for the service you provide. (Jan 5,1998)

Answer: The moon was not even born in Saudi Arabia. and could not,
be seen in Middle East. That's why it was not visible several hours later
in North America. People get the news from Middle East that Ramadan
staris from Dec 30. so they assume that moon has been sighted on Dec
29. The announcement does not even-talk about moonsighting. [i says.
"The supreme Judicial Council endorsed thai December 30. 1997 will
be the first day of the holy month of Ramadan for the lunar vear 1418

" AH according to, a statement relcased by the Roval Court on Monday
evening." ' S '

3.4 Question: The crescent for the new moon of Shawwal was not
sighted {with the eye) by Muslims anywhere across the world today.
Tuesday. Jan 27. 1998. Therefore we continue to fast tomorrow
(Wednesday) to complete the 30 days. Why we cannot have Eid. when
‘30 days are completed? (Jan 27.1998) '

Answer: This 30 day complete argument is wrong. If vou start fasting
before new moon was even born. then vou did not start the month on
the right day. 30 dayv complete argument is only gcood when ‘the

previous month began with the correct sighting of the moon. and not by -

mistaken claims. :
All experts of the world about moonsighting are unanimous that moon

can not be seen in Asia. Europe. Africa. South America. and [last coast’

of North America on Jan 28. 1998 (Wednesdav). Non-sighting of the
moon after 30 dayvs is a clear proof that the month did not begin
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“temperature, and humidity in the atmosphere. which goves more
pronounced affect for a viewer when the moon is near the horizon.

3. Why not with Saudi Arabia:

3.1 Question: I've just received news that Saudi Arabia had a
confirmed sighting of the Ramadan hilal on the 29/12/97. Hence their
fasting will start on 30/§2/1997

Some of the astronomica} software showed that on 29/12/97 the-moon
-and the sun s¢i together almost at the same time for most part ol the
Middle East and the moon conjunction occurred about an howr after the
sunset in most Saudi Arabia It is therefore perplexing that they claimed
to see the elusive hilal. 1 hope vou can shed some light on this.
Shukran. (Dec 29.1997) '

Answer: We have been menitoring their announcements for about two
decades, and consistently their month starts earlier than any place on
earth svery month. 1 think, the reason is that they use a pre-calculated
calendar based on "New-moon” that is invisible. I have a copy of their
30 years calendar. every month begins one day after New-moon date of
Greenwich Mean time (now calied Universal time). It is very common
mistake that people make by seeing other objects and think they saw.
the moon; sometimes a peace of jet-smoke, or planet Venus etc. The-
mocen cannot be seen before it is born, or Jflt seis before the sunset?
They have one of the two cases:
1. A few claims of sighting an invisible moon come and the

authorities accept them saying that a pious and credible

Muslim  has given the witness. so it completes Shari'ah

requirement. '

2. It they don't see on the 30th day. the) use a justification that

50 days are = '1||‘ILILd :

2

In fact. the i mon is aiways visible on )Oth day. if the month
started ¢n octual and aut_hmm moonsighiing. If the moon is
rot visible o0 g(nh ay. it means that. the beginning of the
month was in crror either due to pre-calculated date that was
no: based on moonsighting or due to mistaken sighting claims.

3.2 Question: Did someone try to tell the Saudi Arabian authorities
that their calendar is totally wrong? This is causing ripple effect in the,
USA 1 know several masa)id that declared December 30. 1997 as the
first day of Ramadan. Unless this is fixed in Saudi Ambla we will
continue to have two ids. (Dec 29.1997)
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Answer: No. certainly not. [t does not favor the L1id of Friday. | am in
W ashington DC arca. and ! invsell and many peor e in oy = oinmuniy
tried to see the moon even on Friday. Jan 7.-2000 because | asked them
16 do and the finding was that despite veny clear horizon (10 cicuds)
and moen setting | hour after sunset. we could not see the moon even
on Friday. ] hat means the moer: was impossible te see the day before. -
The moon is visiole all over the world within 24 hours of e time it
becomes visihie fiest. except the polar regions. This is a scientis®~ fact.
So. nor-visibititv.n clear horizow on Jan 7. was a clear proof that it was
not visible in that arci the day before. Now moon was sighted in Texac,

. Arizona. und westward on-lanuary 7. So. even though it was nor visible
~in Washington DC arca we celenrated Eid on Jan 8. based on (Ittihadul-
Matah) one horizen.
Nave moon was visible more than 2 hours on Jan 8. Yes, of course
same thing happenend in Washingion DC area. Even on san 7.1t was
scthng 1 lour after sunset. but it was still not visible. So: do net ':nok at
a big moen of lan §. and estinate “hen could it have been visivbwe, Cn
Jan 6 m Washineton DC arca it was 4 hours old: on Jan 7. it was 28
hours wid still not visible. and on January 8. it was 32 hours old. Age s
very misleading factor for visibiiigy. Moonsct alter sunset also 1
misleading for visibility. )
2.4 Question: The moon on Feb 24, 2001 was so big. was it not the
second-day moon? What percentages 01 the moon surface -I‘umnﬂtmn
cait be considered a second day moon? . ‘
Answer: The answer to vour 1st question is in the Hadith of Sahin
Musiim. when Sahabah were tatking about a big moon and said it looks
hke second day moon. and the prophet said. DO NOT SAY IT WAS A
SECOND DAY MOON. ALLAH MADE T BiG FOR YOU.
ALTHOUGH 1T WAS NOT VISIBLE THE DAY BEFORE. Sciences
also confirms this Hadith. that a big moon on the next day does not
mean it is a second day moon.
Sceond question is answered autematically. that a second day moon can
be small or big. 1t depends upon how old it 1s. This time fml day nioon
in Saudi Arabia on Feb 23 was 6 hours old and ia Caloinia was 17,
hours old. On the next day it was 41 hours old in Califorria and hence
Howas so bigo Percentages of ilumination directi: depend apon the
thickness of the crescent. so the same percentace can be a first day”’
nioon for some monih and sceond day moon for ancizzr .enth,
2.3 Question: Why is the moon someiimes big and orange and .
sometimes small and white? s
Answer: The moon travels inan orhit around the earth in an oval parth.
<o s distance from earth vagies. When it is elosest 1o'the carth n fooks
hiveer. The colors varistion is due 1o variation .in the pressure. ' N 4
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Furthermore. if a new moon is born less than 15 hours belore sunset’on
day 1:-it will not been seen until sunset of day 2: and when it is finally
séen it is 15+24=39 hours old and will look very thick. This does NOT
mean that this is a second day moon. A first day crescent-moon can be
very thin in some locations and it can also be thick in other locations
because of time difference. As Muslims. we should always remember

that our first priority is to follow the teachings of our beloved Prophet

(peace be upon him) who told us to start the month when we sce the
crescent. not when the moon is "born." 1t we do that. Insha-Allah we
will start the month at the "right" time (the time that Allah intends for
the month to start for a specific location).

2.2 Question: [ saw the moon that was so big and remained above the
horizon past Isha time. It has to be the second day moon.

. Answer: The big moon can be the first dayv mooq also. Think of a case

that the moon was 16 hours old on one day and was not visible on clear
skies. 16 hour old imoon is not visible in certain seasons. The next day
it was 40 hours old and was definitely big. 40 hour old moon will be a
lot bigger than a20 houn old moon that was visible in some month and
was-thin. '
Now you be the judge that if it was not vmble even with telescopes (16
hour old moon).then shouldn't the next day be the first day moon even
though it was a big moon. Same way it it remained above horizon a
long time. it does not tell you that it is the second day moon. The
higher the moon is above horizon is related to the age also. A 20 hour
old moon will not be above horizon for 45 minutes. but a 40 hours old
moon could be above horizon for.90 minutes.

Moreover, | give vou a Hadith. AbulBakhtari reported:
We went out to perform Umrah and when we encamped in the valley of
Nakhlah, we tried to see the new moon. Some of the people said: 1t was
three nights old. and others (said) that it was two nights old. We then
met Tbn Abbas and told him we had seen the new moon. but that some
of the people said it was three nights old and others that it was (wo
nights old. He asked on which night we had seen it: and when we told

~him we had seen it onsuch and such night. he said the Prophet of Allah

(peace be upon him) had said Verily Allah deferred it tll the time it is
seeit. so it is ta be rechoned from the night you saw it |Sahih Muslim
3344 .

2.3 Question: | have noticed that the moon was visible more than two
hours after sunset, and it seems o be big. Some people may ask me
about this. and | want 10 have an answer. Docs this mean un\lhing.
Doces it favor the tact that Lid it supposed to be on Friday. Jan 7. 2000
instead of Sa.lllldd.\,,(l ch 13,2000
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the argument that 30 days have been completed, so Jan 18. 1999 is Eld-
al-Fitr in Saudi Arabia.

Of course. moon could not be seen on Jan 17 anywhere in the world,
and vou in Malaysia would not cven see on Jan 18 according to my
caleulations. so vour [id should have been on fan 20. 1999, just like
most of India and Pakistan celebrated Eid on Jan 20. 1999, two days
after Makkah. not one dav after. We in USA celebrated it on Jan 19.
1999 ACCOIdIn" to the authentic s'«rhtlnu in USA.

1.7 Question: s moonsighting really more important than the unity of
the Muslims? Why don't we all follow Hajj date for Eid-al-Adha?

Answer: Unity on the right thing is more important then the unity on
the wrong thing. No Aalim from anywhere supports the position that
Izid-al-Adha in the whole world is after the day of hajj.

1.8 Question: [ agree that Ikhtilaful- Matali'“is the 'better position
because of the way Allah SWT created our universe (with time
differences), but also because it does not rely on the existence of
communication technology. [f technology broke down, we could still
practice tkhtilaf al matali'. on a local level (and we could do it without
astronomical calculations as well, just the way the early Muslims did
50). But the same is not true for itiihadul-matali‘. >

Answer: Ittihadul-Matali' position adopted by all Hanafi Imams and
scholars was only for a short distance where the news could travel in
reasonable short time. It never meant to be for large distances. certainiv
not for the whole globe. Ikhtilaful-Matali' looks more logical approach.

2. Big Moon (must be second day moon?):

2.1 Question: If-the ;moon is big, does it mean it is a second day moon?
Answer: As most of us know. the moon goes through several phases.
The months of the Islamic Calendar are based on sighting of the new
maoon every month. In Astronomy. a new moon means "when the moon
ol the previous month disappears (i.e. the moon - goes from a slightly
visible crescent to a completely black sphere that is impossible to be
seen).” Remember. new moon is dark and invisible. About 17-23 hours
after the new moon. a thin crescent becomes visible on eaith: this is
visible new moon. As we were taught by Allah (Qur'an 2:189) and the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). it is the sighting of this
crescent that marks the start of a new month. Therefore, even though a
moon may’ be born on one day. it may not been seen until'the next day.
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past 2: ()\)pn\ the next day. Mus I|~~.~ in lapaw Lould not hwm msnnu on
that day: if it was the monlh of Ramadan.
1.4 Question: If the moon 1x sighted on different dates in dllfucnl parts

of the world. are we 1o use difterent 'start’ dates for the ionth'or is the
swhole world supposed to use the same date?

~ Answer: IKhrilat-al-Matal' concept savs. use different start dates.

itihad-al-Matali- concept savs oniy relativels close arcas should start
on the same day. it was not fo; the whole globe or for large distances,
Time ditferences in distant Incatiang of the world prove that ittihad-al-
Maluli' concept is not applicable Hor large distances. .

.5 Question: 1tas true that it Norih America. the CRESCENT Kknown
as HILLAL was not visible. W do not have o see the moon 1o start a’
new month 1f ene trustworthy: Miciim on carth sees the first Hilal. the
whole Muslim - Uninah st fetiow. THIS 1S ACCORDING 1O
QUR'AN. Praphei[pbuhj never wantead the Musiim Umimah to be
disunited on any maiter. in this day and age of Satellites. internét. and
telephones, the sighting news of HHLAL can be sent to any part of ihe
globe. This way Mushms will start the first day of ihe month on the
same day all over the world. What is wrong? (Jdn 23, 1999)

Answer: First ot 2ll. Quran does not say that about-moonsighting. Just
like prayer-timings arc difierent in difterent lecations, month starting s
also diiferent. Let me give you the answer to vour question from hadith
of the Prophet, jpttih] Hadret Abdullah Thn Abbas |RA] in Medinah
did not stait the month of Shawwal. when Hadrat Kuraib and Moaviah
{RAY reported. thai 30 davs are completed based on sighting in
Dinshiq. and tho Abbas |[RA} and all other Sahaabah [RA} did not see
in Medinah Abdutlah 1bn Abbas [RA] in Mcdinah and other Sahaabah
“in_Dimashq did-Lid on different davs [11adith from Sahih Muslim| and
remeiiber. that iiadrat 1bn Abbas [RAL in Mcdinah required Hadrat
Kuraid [RA] to it tor the 3 st day of bis fasting. because Kuraily |RA|
started his Randan in Dimashg. one day earlier than Medinah. and lbn

Abbas [RA| diet not accept the argumeat of 30 days LOl‘\PlCL&,d

Jln‘ ashq |Ham.|| from Subuh.s -Salaam].

1.6 Question: Wh} did Makkal celebrate Lid-al-Fur one day crlier
than Malavsia? We.in Malaysia are not too far away from Makkah. (Jan
251099y '

N

Answer: According to Saudi announcement. someone saw. the moon
oy Fridkiv. Dec 18, 1998, so diey. -tarted Ramadan on Satweday . They
were UNABLE TO SEE Shawwa! crescent on Jan 170 1999 after 50
davs Note thar it the month siagicd with correct moonsichting then
arter 30 dabs it is alwavs visible, wiven clear horizon. Yot they ased
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Ittihad-ul-Matali' or Tkhtilaf-ul-Matali':

Moon Sighting ........... Interesting Q & A

1. Question: If the moon is sighted any place on earth. then why all
- Muslim Ummah cannot start the Islamic- month on the same day. (Oct

1.1997) :

Answer: When the moon is sighted in a place on earth, right at that

moment there are two days and dates prevailing all over the globe.

~ Some places have already started their next day. Those places can not.
start the month at that time. They have to wait for the next sunset time .

to start new month, and hence their month will not start on the same
dav as the place where the moon was sighted.

Suppose the moon is only possible to be seen in Hawaii and nowhere in
the world. Even if we know ahead of time that the moon will be sighted
in Hawaii, the time of starting Islamic month will be after sunset in
Hawaii (around 6:00pm). At that time in Tokyo, the time will' be
1:00pm of the next day. f this was month of Ramadan, this is way past

Suhoor time in Tokyo. They cannot start fastmg 9 hours before the -

month can begin anywhere in the world e.g. in Hawaii in this case.

" 1.2 Question: ALL middle eastern countries, with the exception of
Qman and Tunisia. have declared Ramadan to be Dec. 30, 1997. In
~ Ynnah Rasul-allah (SAAW); states that if 2 people had sighted the
moon. then all Muslim Ummah should fast. And what is good for |
Ummah is good for all. If 2 persons have sighted the moon, the
astronomical calculations are not valid. (Dec 29.1997) ]

Answer: The 2 people criteria you mentioned is not.in Sunnah, it is an
opinion uf Figh. Use common sense, that if 2 persons see something
else, and we know by laws of nature that the moon was not there; what
they saw was not the moon then why you insist that we should close
our minds and not think rationally and accept a simple mistake that we
know is going to affect thousands of Mushms starting the month at the
wrong time. 1t does not make sense. ‘
1.3 Question: | understand. that it is valid to say, that if the moon is
sighted amwhere in the world, one may use that to start the month
evervwhere on the globe. If we know in advance that the moon could
be seen from the far west of USA and Hawaii islands. Why is it not
okay to use this knowledee for beginnig the month in North America?
Answer: This "would be visible" knowledge is not considered sufficient
by Ulemad. Actual Sighting is required. But, in future. it Ulemaa
agreed to this "would be visible” argument then that can be done. As

fong as actual sighting is required, by the time the nioon is actually,

seen in Hawait, it will be hardship for.the people of East coast ol
Canada to wait past 3:00 or 4:00am for the conﬂnmd news ot sighting.
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