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ABSTRACT

One major objective of this paper is to provide a fair
evaluation of what Islam contributed (or failed to
contribute) toward the restoration of woman's dignity and
rights, In order to achieve this objective, it may be useful
to review briefly how women were treated in general in
previous civilizations and religions, especially those which
preceded lIslam(Pre-610C.E.) Part of the information
provided here, however, describés the status of woman
as late as the nineteenth century, more than twelve
centuries after Islam,

In India, subjection was a cardinal principle. Day and
night must women be held by their protectors in a state of
dependence says Manu, The rule of inheritance was
agnatic, that is descent traced through males to the
-exclusion of females,

In Hindu scriptures, the description of a good wife is
as follows":a woman whose mind, speech and body are
kept in subjection, acquires high renown in this world,
and, in the next, the same abode with her husband"

In Athens, women were not better off than either the
Indian or the Roman women,

Athenian women were always minors, subject to
some male-to their father, to their brother, or to some of
their male kin,

Her consent in marriage was not generally thought to
be necessary and"she was obliged to submit to the

" wishes of her parents, and receive from them her
husband and her lord, even though he were stranger to
her".

A Roman wife was described by an historian as™:a
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babe, -a minor, a ward, a person incapable of doing or
acting anything according to her own individual taste, a
person continually under the tutelage and guardianship of
her husband"

In the Encyclopedia Britannica, we find a summary of
the legal status of women in the Roman civilization:

- In Roman Law a woman was even in historic times
completely dependent, If married she and her property
passed into the power of her husband...the wife was the
purchased property of her husband, and like a slave
acquired only for his benefit, A woman could not exercise
any civil or public office, could not be a witness, surety,
tutor, or curator, she could not adopt or be adopted, or
make will or contract, Among the Scandinavian races
women were: under perpetual tutelage, whether married
or unmarried, As late as the Code of Christian V, at the
end of the 17th Century, it was enacted that if a woman
married without the consent of her tutor he might have, if
he wished, administration and usufruct of her goods
during her life. \

In the Mosaic Law, the wife was betrothed,
Explaining this concept, the Encyclopedia Biblical states:
"To betroth a wife to oneself meant simply to acquire
possession of her by payment of the purchase money the
betrothed is a girl for whom the purchase money has
been paid"From the legal point of view, the consent of
the @il was not necessary for the validation of her

" marriage" The gir’s consent is unnecessary and the need
for it is nowhere suggested in the Law".
islam gives a very respectable position to her in
society with its variety of spiritual, social, economic and
political aspects, In spiritual aspect, she is equated with
man before Allah,

In addition to spiritual aspects, women are given

specific rights and securities in social aspects of Islam,
_The first and foremost security given to women is to ward




