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ABSTRACT
Dr. Hafiz Syed Ziauddin

The woman is the most important part of a
Civilation from the beginning of the human
community in every period of time, because of
a woman a man peoples his life. As allah
himself has said, gt u{__g translation, "So he
{(man) gets relax from har(woman.") In human
community woman is a very delicate being for
her it is very hard to achieve honour and
greatness in the community without man, and,
similarly it is much haled for man to achieve
glory without his wife (woman).

‘Woman is a very feeble element of human
community in every reign they were fyrannized
and afflicted. In inhale states woman were not
treated well, Believers of certan religions
considered woman's as their maids, In some
religious they treated woman even worse then
animals and disgraced some of them thought
of then as devils and watched them with
contempt eye. Some ever concluded that
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staying acuity from women is the reason to get

a better life, Islam took out woman from pit
hole of disgrace and granted then with honors
it also prevailed their rights and deities; Islam
had emphasized people to treat their woman
with kindness. Islam explains that if 2 woman is
a nether then heavens are under her fact and if
she is a daughters then she is blessing of Allah
and if she is a sister she is to be honored,
Virtuous and kind woman’'s are said to be pious
ana best in the world, -
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ABSTRACT

One major objective of this paper is to provide a fair
evaluation of what Islam contributed (or failed to
contribute) toward the restoration of woman's dignity and
rights, In order to achieve this objective, it may be useful
to review briefly how women were treated in general in
previous civilizations and religions, especially those which
preceded lIslam(Pre-610C.E.) Part of the information
provided here, however, describés the status of woman
as late as the nineteenth century, more than twelve
centuries after Islam,

In India, subjection was a cardinal principle. Day and
night must women be held by their protectors in a state of
dependence says Manu, The rule of inheritance was
agnatic, that is descent traced through males to the
-exclusion of females,

In Hindu scriptures, the description of a good wife is
as follows":a woman whose mind, speech and body are
kept in subjection, acquires high renown in this world,
and, in the next, the same abode with her husband"

In Athens, women were not better off than either the
Indian or the Roman women,

Athenian women were always minors, subject to
some male-to their father, to their brother, or to some of
their male kin,

Her consent in marriage was not generally thought to
be necessary and"she was obliged to submit to the

" wishes of her parents, and receive from them her
husband and her lord, even though he were stranger to
her".

A Roman wife was described by an historian as™:a
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babe, -a minor, a ward, a person incapable of doing or
acting anything according to her own individual taste, a
person continually under the tutelage and guardianship of
her husband"

In the Encyclopedia Britannica, we find a summary of
the legal status of women in the Roman civilization:

- In Roman Law a woman was even in historic times
completely dependent, If married she and her property
passed into the power of her husband...the wife was the
purchased property of her husband, and like a slave
acquired only for his benefit, A woman could not exercise
any civil or public office, could not be a witness, surety,
tutor, or curator, she could not adopt or be adopted, or
make will or contract, Among the Scandinavian races
women were: under perpetual tutelage, whether married
or unmarried, As late as the Code of Christian V, at the
end of the 17th Century, it was enacted that if a woman
married without the consent of her tutor he might have, if
he wished, administration and usufruct of her goods
during her life. \

In the Mosaic Law, the wife was betrothed,
Explaining this concept, the Encyclopedia Biblical states:
"To betroth a wife to oneself meant simply to acquire
possession of her by payment of the purchase money the
betrothed is a girl for whom the purchase money has
been paid"From the legal point of view, the consent of
the @il was not necessary for the validation of her

" marriage" The gir’s consent is unnecessary and the need
for it is nowhere suggested in the Law".
islam gives a very respectable position to her in
society with its variety of spiritual, social, economic and
political aspects, In spiritual aspect, she is equated with
man before Allah,

In addition to spiritual aspects, women are given

specific rights and securities in social aspects of Islam,
_The first and foremost security given to women is to ward
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off her from any harm, In this context, Islam saves women
from infanticide, '

Apart from protecting her, Islam gives her dignity and
respect in society, The holy Prophet(peace be upon him
said":Whoever does not bury her alive, does not insult
her and does not favor his son over her, God will enter
him in paradise”. {Ibn Hanbal, 1857 )

In addition to spiritual and social aspects of women
in Islam, Islam emphasizes the economic aspects of the

““women in society, These economic aspects are three
given to women in the shape of securities, The first
economic security of the women is the right to ownership,
She can buy, sell or resell her property without any
constraint, The second economic security given is the
right to employment, A woman can earn her lawful
livelihood, She can run her own enterprise as there is no
any religious bar to her self-employment provided that it
should be according to Islamic ethical rules, Last but not
least a woman can inherit the property, according to
Islamic law, Her right in most of the occasions is one half
of the man, The one half of the share in the property
given to her is not because she is lower than men, but
because she has much fewer financial obligations than
man who has the burden of huge financial responsibilities
on his shoulder,

Coming to the political aspect of women in Islam,
Istam has granted her many political rights, The first and
foremost right granted to her to elect her leader. She is
not discriminated like other religions rather she is
encouraged by Islam to participate in the political process
by using her right to vote,

Finally, women are given right to appoint at higher
political position in Islam, For instance, during the
Caliphat of Hazrat Umar, Shiffa bint Abdullah was
appointed for the market place,

In conclusion, the status of women in Islam is better
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than the other civilizations in society with its many
spiritual, social, economic and political rights and
securities that were absent in other religions. Women are
the integral part of every society, and if they are deprived
of their rights and securities in any society, then that
society cease to exist.

The position of the Christian Church until recent
centuries seems to have been influenced by both the
Mosaic Lew and by the streams of thought that were
dominant in its contemporary cultures,

The first part of this paper deals briefly with the
position of various religions and cultures on the issue
under investigation. Part of this exposition extends to
cover the general irend as late as the nineteenth century,
nearly 1300years after the Quran set forth the Islamic
teachings.

in the second part of the paper, the status of women
in Islam is briefly discussed. Emphasis in this part is
placed on the original and authentic sources of Islam,
This represents the standard according to which degree
of adherence of Muskms can be judged
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