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ABSTRACT
Istam is a Semitic religion, which has over one

billion adherents all over the world. Islam means
"submission to the will of God". Muslims accept the
Qur'an, as the word of Allah revealed to His last and
final prophet, Muhammad {peace be upon him). Islam
states that Allah sent messengers and prophets
throughout the ages with the message of Unity of Allah
and accountability in the Hereafter. Islam thus makes it
an article of faith to believe in all the earlier prophets,
starting with Adam, and continuing with Noah,
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, John
the Baptist and Jesus amongst many others (May
peace be on them all).

Heads of state and religious leaders, military officers
and peace activists, law experts and social workers,
theclogians and political scientists - everyone is calling
for‘d "dialogue of civilizations and religions”.

The Holy- Quran Says: Say, "O People of the Book,
come to a word that is common between us and you -
that we will not worship except Allah and not ~=-~ -
anything with Him and not tak~
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instead of Allah ."(Surah Ale imran/ Verse 64)

The Clash of Civilizations is a theory, proposed by
political scientistSamuel P. Huntington, that people's
cultural and religious identities will be the primary
source of conflict in the post-Cold War world.

This theory was originally formulated in a 1992 lecture
at the American Enterprise Institute, which was then
developed in a 1993 Foreign Affairs article titled "The
Clash of Civilizations®

Quran Says that: "Invite (ali) to the Way of thy Lord with
wisdom and beautiful preaching; and argue with them
in ways that are best and most gracious: for thy Lord
knoweth best, who have strayed from His Path, and
who receive guidance.” (Qur'an 16:125)

In conclusion, we must say that dialogue is necessary,
and indeed, is the only acceptable way to bring our two
religions closer. It is our common desire that all
miisunderstanding and preconceptions be put aside.
We must cultivate mutual trust in order to achieve a
better understanding. Dialogue is necéssary if we are to
overcome the past and the present of alienation,
confrontation, enmity and hatred. Those who are
responsible for this dialogue must make every effort to
solve the prevailing problems of our world, to build a
more human society characterised by justice and
fraternal love. _

White being fully aware of our common responsibility,

different religions are duty bound 1o respect absolutely
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each others religious beliefs and overcome antagonistic
feelin.gs. We must strive for solidarity if we are to
resolve the problems facing the world, for the Earth is
the common home of all nations wherein we are called
to worship the One True Allah/God.
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60 % of 1 ¢ SWIL 1oLt b B U IS e B $r S Bttt
American people regard Islamic revival a threat to US
St s J S #e 3 4L )interest in the Middle East.
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"Thus the US must dialogue with genuine Islamic
leaders who stand for change through peaceful
democratic means. All they are asking is a sincere
understanding of and coexistance with muslims
with mutual respect”. (53)
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u:i_/c)g{u”é‘.ﬁrl;;lﬁ‘afdluif‘iu’:‘}“fq.iuu’{auﬂd/
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"Also, Muslims and Istamic leaders must look at
the west differently. If a "Clash” was imposed on
the muslims world it is also because of their fauit
form a fack of communication. Islamic leaders
should frequently interact with various western
especially US leaders exchanging ideas apprising
them that their objectives are for the good of
humankind and reassuring them that they are not
after their illegitimate interest in Musllim lands”.(54)
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