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Abstract

The life and times of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAWW) has been a
topic of prime significance equally for Muslims, non- Muslims as well as
Orientalists. It is not only the focus of Islamic research but other experts
of law, Judiciary, medicine, defence, and even history, international
relations and political Science, etc are also working to explore, interpret
and document multifarious horizons of the Prophet's life. Especially, with
the advent of modern modes and tools of research, the role and
responsibilities of today's researchers have become critical. They are
developing the Seerat- writing as a more systematic and scientific
discipline than before. They are not only reviewing and revising the
existing manuscripts but inviting a great criticism on old modes and tools
of both internal and external criticism. They are even challenging the very
tool of historical research duly employed in most of the past compilations
on the life and times of the Holy Prophet (SAWW).In their view, the
biographical authorship is not the core issue of historical research, rather
it encompasses a number of methodological as well as critical issues
which are required to be addressed in the light of modern research
methodologies. Thus the subject becomes cosmopolitan in nature and
scope and invites the attention of the modern researchers from all
quarters. Resultantly, the writing on Seerat appears as a discipline which
is both science and art. All these and other technicalities and capacities of
writing on Seerat are the main focus of this research paper which covers
the retrospect, pragmatics as well as the futuristic of the discipline.
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