Javaid H. Alvi
ISLAM AND SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

The belicfs, and the tendencizs of the human society are so widely
different that it is practically impossible to confige or define a single
system which would represeat the human society in the modern age.
The development of the new theories and evolution of the old one has
resulted in the creation of many problems. Since the inception of the
mankind, man has been irying to solve his basic problems and while
doing so he gives rise to many others. He formulates ceriain rules to
regulate his conduct, to achieve the ultimate goal of contentment which
he much aspires. The shadow of religion or belief is sought by bim
to levy certain desciplines and responsibilities so that he may be able
to terminate contentions and chaos which are the out-come of his
struggle for survival. The Geographical and Idealogical bounds have
divided the human society and these divided societics of communities
follow their respective codes of life or religions ; but one thing is
certain whether it is Christianity or Judaism or Hinduism or Islam, all
aim at achieving a balance between spiritual and secular needs of the
respective classes following them. We may say that religions of beliefs
are the embodiment of those rules or regulations that guide the conduct
of human beings for the purification of the soul, in some cases : and in
others, the behaviour of man in his secular Jife. Man attaches sanctity
to these rules of conduct according to his own scale. When we analyse
the different systems, we conclude that some of them concern the
issues of the material world as Communism, Socialism or Capitalism
and other solely discuss the problems relating to soul and its purifica-
tion, the long struggle of state and church in the West proves it, The
best system, logically, would be that which inter-relates spiritual and
secular life and provides the solution for the both and it is here that
one has to admit that Islam is the only religion which gives equatl
importance to both, in fact, Islam does not profess any distinction
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questions and ambiguous problems would have remained un-
solved in the absence of this book ... The fact that for both
epoches, for the Jahiliyya as well as for the epoch of Islam,
*al-Ma‘arif’ provides much raw material, is of no litile
importance. It is valuable instrument for comparing, checking -
and corroborating the material contained in the works of the )
authors of later period, including al-Tabari... the most
important source for the history of Islam.3?

No doubt the book is a valuable mine of historical information,
yet it is very brief, brief to the extent that in certain matters it gives
only hints, It contains neither the details of administration nor that
of Muslim conquests. It is rather a hand-book of the biographies of
great Muslims of the early period as has been said by Ibn Qutaiba
himself That is why Margoliouth passes the following remarks about
this book :

“Of Ibn Qutaibah’s historical works, one which is called al-
Ma‘arif is a compendium of hitorical information largely
consisting of lists, facts connected with the Prophet, genealogi-
cal tables, names of sects and the like. The utility of the book
is unquestionable, but it can scarcely be cailed history’.40
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39. Transiation of Kitab al-Ma‘arif, op. Cit., pp Liii, Liv.
40, Lectures on Arabic Historians, pp. 119-20,
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nent companions of the Prophet including lists of al-Mu’aliafat als
Quliib (such new converis as were paid from the state exchequer, so
that they might rema.n faithful to their religion), and of hypocrites,
etc. The author, then tells us about the history of the Umayyad and
the Abbasid Caliphs downs to al-Mu‘tamid. He devotes a separate
chapter to the biographies of certian famous statesmen, officers, generals
and governors of the Muslim Empire including that of some important
rebels and Kharijites. He also discusses the biographies of the
Tabi‘un (those who had seen any of the companions of the Prophet),
of the Chief doctors {Jurists), traditionists, Ashab al-Qira’at, genealo-
gists, historians, grammarians, and transmitters of verse, etc., the
principal mosques like that of al-Haram. Jerusalem, Basra and Kifa,
ete; a very brief account of the Muslim conquests; occupations of the
nobles; people exposed to suffering; those having certain physical
defects such as the person as were deaf, the maimed the cross-eyed, the
balds, the scanty-bearded, one eyed, the blinds, and those who were
long-statured and short-statured. The book also throws light on the
famous battles of the Pagan Days, i.e. 'Ayyam-al-Arab’, religions
prevailing in Arabia in the pre-Islamic times and the different sects,
A complete chapter is devoted to the history of the kings, including
those of Yaman, Syria, Hira and Persia. This account is brought down
to the Islamic days and closes with the death of the last Persian King
Yazda Jird:

To quote Dr. Zia al-Haq Sufi: ‘al-Ma‘arif is an indispznsable
bouk of reference for a student of Arabic Literature. It is one
of the most reliable and authoritative books in various branches
of literature. It provides in a handy form exact and correct
information about rare ancedotes connected with poetry, history,
biography, geography, genealogy, scholars of the Quran,
Hadith, Figh and Grammar. It throws sufficient light on the
various aspects of different sciences and discusses the history of
religions from the beginning of the world, the mission of the
important prohets and their number and the books revealed to
them. It is a storehouse of stray infomation that is not to be
found in one place in any other book. Many of the disputed
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He proceeds further
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(Sometimes it so happens that a person who has acquired a
great skill in literature and whom people follow in thay respect,
ignores certain most important factors relating to that branch,
So it is regarded as his weakness and faylt, For an instance g
person engaged in solving the intricacies of Figh (Jurisprudence)
who ignores the most important chapter concerning prayer and
obligation; and a seeker of the chains of Hadith, who pays little
heed to the text and its meaning . . .},

Keeping all above in view Ibn Qutaiba wrote this book and said

““My this book contains general information about different
sciences and branches of knowledge, 38

This book begins with the Creation of the world, and after giving
a brief account of the various Prophets (Peace be upon them) and
Patriarchs and after mentioning the number of the Prophets and of
the revealed Books, conveys information about the names of the true
believers before the advent of the holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace be
upon him). Then it gives the genealogies of the Arabs, inculding those
af Yamanites, al-Aus and al-Khazraj ; the genealogies of the Holy
Prophet and his kinsfolk, including his wives, children, clients and his
horses and mules, etc., his mission, his battles particularly Badr,
Uhud and the Victory of Macca, and his death. Then jt throws light
on the history of the four rightly-guided Caliphs and of other promi-

37. Idid.,pp. 3
38. Ibid., p, 3
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Dr. Sufi, has also arrived at the above conclusion.3?
About his book *Tarikh 1bn Qutaiba’, Zia al-Haq Sof says:

“A book of this mame exists in al-Khizana al-Zahiriyya at
Damascus. Haji Khalifa states on the authority of al-Mas‘adi
that Ibn Qutaiba got material for this book from the book of
history written by Abu Hanifa Ahmad, son of Da’ud al-
Dinawari (d. 282 A.H.)7"3

The ‘Kitdb al-Ma'arif* is one of his most important works. The
author of the book has written a very useful and informative introduct-
jon to it. In his introduction Ion Qutaiba calls attention to the main
purpose of writing the above book and gives an outline of the subjects

discussed in it.

He says:
““This is a book in which T have collected information for ti1
use of every person upon whom God has bestowed his highest
favours and whom He has made remarkable due to his know-
ledge and power of speaking clearly. This type of knowledge
is essential for him, whether he be in the company of kings,
nobles or in the gathering of scholar®.33

He goes on to say:

««Among the nobles I have come across such persons as do not
know their genealogy, and among the respectables (have seen)
such persons as do not have information about their ancestors.
There are descendants of the Quraysh, who do not know where
the tree of their genealogy meets the Holy Prophet (Peace be
upon him), or any of his companions, I have also seen the
sons of the persian kings who have little knowledge of their
fathers and the period of their rule™.36

T ——

34, Ibid. :
35. Ibn Qutaiba, al-Ma‘drif, (Egypt, 1934), p, 2.
36. Ibid,
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Four of his works namely ‘Adab al-Katid®, Kitab al-Shi‘r wa'l-
Shu‘ra, ‘Uyin al-Akhbar’ and Kitab al-Ma‘arif* have gained immense
importance and are really mines of information for the student of
Arabic literature and History. These books have already seen the
light of day. ‘

Professor Nicholson says about the above four works:

«We have more than once cited his ‘Book of General kaow-
ledge’ (Kitabu’ I Ma‘arif) and his *Book of Poetry and Poets’
(Kitabu’l Shi‘r wa’l-Shu‘ra) and add here the Adabu’l-Katib, or
Accomplishments of Secretary, a manual of stylistic, dealing
with orthography,, orthoepy, lexicography, and the like; and the
“Uyanu’l Akhbar, or choice Histories, a work in ten chapters,
each of which is devoted to a special theme such as Government,
War, Nobility, Friendship, Women’*3®,

The books, which he composed on history are: Tarikh Ibn
Quiaiba’ and Kitab al-Ma‘arif. A third book namely ‘Al-Imama wa’l.
Siyasa® is usually attributed to him, but it is not his composition.
Brockelmann says in this connection:

«The pseudohistorical Kitab al-Imama wal-Siyasa, Cairo 1322
and 1327, is ascribed to Ibn Kutaiba but, according to de
Goeje . . . , was probably written in his lifetime by a Maghribi
or an Egyptian’*31,

Margolioutb observes:

«Another book which is ascribed to him is very different in
character. This is called The Book of Sovereignty and Govern-
ment, and is a history of the Islamic State from the death of the
Prophet till that of Harin al-Rashid. Its falsification or igno-
rance of history is, however , so glaring that it cannot possible
be Ibn Qutaiba’s work™32,

————

30. A Literary History of the Arabs (Cambridge, 1953), p. 346.
31. The Encyclopaedia of Islam, ii, pp. 399-400.
32, Lectures on Arabic Historians, p. 120,
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(And he was a well informed scholar of Philology, Grammar
and poetry, etc, and was well versed and accurate in science),

Jurji Zaldan gives his opinion in the following words:
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(And he was a scholar of Philology, Grammar, Islamic [yw and
was well-versed in many other branches of learning. He was
reliable and truthfy] in whatsoever he recorded; he was a
sound thinker and was bold in pleading the right cause. He
was the first to look into the literature with a critical eye. He
composed works on almost all the favourite branches of litera-
ture. And the works from his pen which have come down (o
us are the best and are widely read. Some of them are the most
valuable sources of history and literature).

HIS WORKS

A very long list has been attached to his WOrks in the Sources
quoted in the beginning, Ibn Taimiyya has recorded the statement of
the author of the book : ‘Kitab al-Tahdith Bi-Manﬁqib—i-Ahl-al—Hadiﬂ_:’,
which shows that the number of the works which Ibn Qutaiba compos.
ed was 300. This seems to be quite an exaggerated view in the light
of the evidence recorded in the sources like Fihrist, Wafayia, Tarikh
Baghdad and Nuzhat al-Alibba, ete. Daoctor Sufi, after conducting
thorough researches into the different sources has been able to collect the
names of fifty of his works on different subjects related to the Qur’an,
Hadith, Literature, J urisprudence, Poetry, Genealogy and History,
etc29,

R i

28. Tarikh Adab, :
29. Cf. Translation of Kitqh al-Ma'arif, op, Cit, f.pp. xxvi-xL,
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Al-Nawawi (d. 676 A.H./1277 A.D.), says:
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(Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b, Muslim b. Qutaiba al-Dina-
wari, al-Katib, al-Lughawi (Lexicographer) and a well-informed
scholar in the different branches of learning, lived at Baghdad.
He has composed many valuable works. A Iist of which I
saw but I could not remember the exact number of his
works., I think that the list contained the names of more than
sixty of his works composed on various branches of

knowledge).
Ibn Khallikdan observes :
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(Abu Muhammad ‘Abd AHah b. Muslim b, Qutaiba al-
Dinawari, al-Marwazi, Grammarian and a Philologist, author of
the books:. Kitab al-Ma‘arif* and *Adab al-Katib’, was an
erudite scholar and the most reliable authority. He lived at
Baghdad and gave lessons there. Almost all his works are very
usefal).

Ibn al-Anbari passes the following remarks -

2, ol Lasa jalsll g gl 5 WY G SSU O 7

25. Tahdhib al Asma wa’l-Lughat, op, Cit., ii, p. 281.
26. Wafapdt, i, p. 271.
27. Nuzhat al-Alibba, p. 272.




HIS EVALUATION

Ibn Qutaiba’s literary activity was very extensive. He acquired
a surpassing excellence in so many branches of learing, like the sciences
related to the Qur'an and Hadith, Islamic law, Literature, philology,
Grammar, History, Poetry and Genealogy, etc.

Brockelmann observes in this connectiont

s:Ag a matter of fact, however.'his activities like those of his
contemporaries, Abu Hanifa al-Dinawari and al-Djahiz, cover=
ed the whole learning of his period. He sought to make avail-
able the lexical and poetical matetial which had besn collected
especially by the Kafi grammarians, as well as historical infor-
mation. For the requirements of the man of the world parti-
cularly the Kuttab, who were then beginning to gain influence
in the administration. But he also took part in the theological
disputes of his time, and defended the Qur’an and Tradition
against the attacks of philosophic scepticism™.23

Most of the other learned biographers of Ibn Quitaiba hold a
very high opinion about him and his works. Opinions of a few of
them are quoted below:

Ibn al-Nadim says:

5 Tl pt 3 el 3 L Wl an L Tslo OF 5
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(And he was accurate and truthful in whatsoever he transmitted.
He was a scholar of Philology, Grammar, of uncommon and
rare words of the Qur’dn and their meaning, of Poetry and
Jurisprudence and was a voluminous and prolific writer).

o ——T T

23, The Encyclopacdia of Islam, ii, p. 399,
24, Al-Fihrist, p. 115.
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(Says Hakim: The entire Muslim Community agrees that he
was a great liar, While Dhahabi said: I do not know of any
person who might have accused al-Qutaiba of relating (defective
or false) traditions. Besides al-Khatib has termed him as
“Thigah’ (the most trustworthy and authoritative). 1 do bot
know whether the Muslim Community bas ever agreed upon
the falsehood of any person with the exception of Dajjal and
Musailima).

Opinions differ about the date of his death. Some scholars hold
the view that he died at Baghdad in the yeat 270 or 271 A.H., while
others assert that the year 276 A H. saw his death. Iba al-Nadim!?
suggests 270 A.H., Khatib20 gives 270 and 276, while Ibn al-Anbari?!

also gives the above 1w0 dates for his death.

1bn Khallikdin after recording the opinions of different biographers
of Ibn Qutaiba gives his decision in favour of 276 .A H and says :

i sl (83 ‘_sg,s,@:su,):.swz;..mv,an”
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(And he was born in the year 213 and he died in Dhil’l-Qa‘dah of
the year 270 or 271 (or) as it is said that he died on the fiftecn-
ih of Rajab of the year 276. And the last statment is the most
cotrect).

———————

19. AL-Fihrist, p. 113,

20. Tarikh Baghdad, x.p. 170.

21. Nuzkat al-Alibba, op, Cit, pp. 273-74.
22, Wafayat, i.p. 272
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defend himself a gainsi the reproach of belonging to them.' 14
Imam Ibn Taimiyya says about hjs faith :

emtlded ooz 3 Gxal 9 daal Crowiiadl e L3 il 7
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Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah was a straight-forward, reliable ang
truthful persop,

Khatib Baghdagi observes:
toke, Kal Bys i ok

(And he was the mogt reliable and honest Person and an erydite
scholar).

Iba Taimiyya 5ays on the authority of the author of the book
“AI-Tahdith Bl-Maanib—i-Ah! al-Hadith”;

“He is one of the famouys leaders, scholars and learned mep,
He is one of the best writers, having abont 300 works to his
credit... The people of al-Maghrib had great regard for him

accused of heresy , | there is no good in a hoyge which does not
bave some of the writings of [bg Qutaiba’*,17

Jalal al-Din Suyiti has refuted the Statement of Hakim about the
unreliability of fbp Qutaiba by Saying :

——
14, The Encyelopasdiy of Islam, ii, p. 399,

15. Tafsir Suras aI-IkkM.r, p. 85,
16. Tarikh Baghdag Xx.p. 170,

17. Tafsir Suras al-Ikkids, P 86,
18. Bughyar al-Wu'at, op. Cit, p, 291,




