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Abstract

The principles of exegesis that are applied when interpreting

the Qur’an are called Usul al-Tafsir. In this treatise, the history
and the compilation of these principles are discussed in detail.
Moreover, the sources and sciences where references to these
principles are made are also identified. It is notable that only
few books are entitled as Usil al-Tafsir therefore; majority of
these principles are either found in the prefaces of the reference
books of Tafsir, Books on the Sciences of Qur’an (‘Ulim al-
Qur'an) or the books on the Principles of Jurisprudence (Usul
al-Figh).

The thesis does not only include the principles of Tafsir
followed at the time of Prophet’s Companions and their
followers (Tabin), but the distinctive qualities of the exegesis

of their times are also highlighted.
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