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Abstract

“Feminism 1s for everybody: Passionate Politics”, a fmous of

American author Bell Hooks, is a short introduction to feminist

theory and movement. Hooks applies her critical analysis to the

most contentious and challenging issues facing feminists today

including reproductive rights, sexual violence, race, class and

work. The study explores that in the early stages, feminism was

a movement of women'’s liberation from men but now this has

become a man-hating movement.
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Feminism is for Everybody: Passionate Politics
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“Males as a group have and do benefit the most from patriarchy, from the assumption that
they are superior to females and should rule over us. But those benefits have come with
price. In return for all the goodies men receive from patriarchy, they are required to

dominate women, to exploit and oppress us, using violence ifthey must to keep patriarchy

intact.””
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Edward Said, Oricntalism, (Noida: Panguine Books, 1978), Pg 3

* Bell Hooks, Feminism is for Everybody, Passionate Politics, Pg ix
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“There was indeed a great deal of anti-male sentiment amongearly feminist activists who

were responding to male dominationwith anger.”'
i At
“Conservative mass media constantly represented feminist women as man-haters.”
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“Most men in this nation feel troubled about the nature of theiridentity. Even though they

cling to patriarchy they are beginning tointuit that it is part of the problem..it hasmade it

' Bell Hooks, Feminism if for Everybody: Passionate Politics: Pg. 2

Ibid: Pg 67-68
Ibid: Pg ix
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' Bell Hooks, Feminism if for Everybody: Passionate Politics: Pg 71

> When feminist movement was "hot" radical lesbian activists constantly demanded that

straight women reconsider their bonds with men, raising the question of whether or not
it was possible for women to ever have a liberated heterosexual experience within a
patriarchal context...

Teaching one of my first women's studies courses in San Francisco I was confronted by

a group of radical lesbian students who wanted to know why I was still "into” men.
After class one day in the parking lot there was a showdown...

Female sexual freedom requires dependable, safe birth control...it evokes fear within

me just to imagine a world where every time a female is sexual she risks being
impregnated. (Ibid, Pg.85)
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' David Bouchier, The Feminist Challenge, (London: Macmillan Press, 1983), Pg. 27
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