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- Minggu, The Study ot Hadith Literature in the West, Accessed on 10
October 2013, http://berandaintelektual.blogspot.com/2013/04/the-study-

of-hadith-literarture-in-west.html.

2- Joseph Schacht, Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Oxford
University Press, London, 1967, p. 149.

3- Minggu, The Study of Hadith Literature in the West.
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Fatma Kizil.The Views of Orientalists on the Hadith Literature, Accessed
on 10 October 2013, http://www .lastprophet.info/the-views-of- orientalists-

on-the-hadith-literatire.

"In those weeks, I truly entered into the spirit of Islam to such an extent
that ultimately I became inwardly convinced that I myself was a Muslim,
and judiciously discovered that this was the only religion which, even 1n its
doctrinal and official formulation, can satisty philosophic minds. My 1deal
was to elevate Judaism to a similar rational level. Islam, as my experience
taught me, 1s the only religion, in which superstitious and heathen
ingredients are not frowned upon by rationalism, but by orthodox
doctrine.” (Hamid Dabashi, Post Orientalism: Knowledge and Power in
Time of Terror, Transaction Publishers, New Jersey, 2009, p. 88.)

"In the midst of the thousands of the pious, I rubbed my forehead against
the floor of the mosque. Never in my life was I more devout, more truly
devout, than on that exalted Friday." (Ibid., p. 49.)

"The Prophet,' it says 1n a tradition in al-Bukhari, gave the oder to kill all
dogs except hunting and sheep dogs. Umar's son was told that Abu
Hurayra also hands down the words: 'but with the exception of farm dogs
as well." Umar's sons says to this: Abu Hurayra owns cornfield, 1.e. he has a
vested interest in handing down the order with the addition that farm dogs
should be spared as well. This remark of Ibn Umar 1s characteristic of the
doubt about the good faith of the transmitters that existed even 1n the
carliest period of the formation of tradition. (Talal Maloush, Early Hadith
Literature and the Theory of Ignaz Goldziher, University of Edinburgh,

2000, p. 195)

And after his [Prophet PBUH] death they added many salutary sayings
which were thought to be 1n accord with his sentiments and could
therefore, 1n their view, legitimately be ascribed to him, or of whose
soundness they were 1n general convinced. These ahadiths dealt with the
religious and legal practices which had been developed under the Prophet

and were regarded as setting the norm for the whole Islamic world. They
formed the basic material of hadith. (Ibid., p. 166)

Official intfluence on the invention, dissemination and suppression of
traditions started very early. An intruction given to his obedient governor
al-Mughirah by Muawiyah-I 1s 1n the spirit of Ummayyads: Do not tire of
abusing and insulting Al and calling for God's mercifulness for Uthman.
(Talal Maloush, Early Hadith Literature and the Theory of Ignaz
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Goldziher, University of Edinburgh, 2000, p. 176)

Thus the hadith led in the first century a troubled existence, 1in silent
opposition to the ruling element which worked 1n the opposite direction.
The pious cultivated and disseminated 1n their orders the little that they had
saved from early times or acquired by communication. They also fabricated
new material for which they could expect recognition only 1n a small
community. (Ibid., p. 168)

This must not lead us to believe that during this period theologians were
alone at work on the tradition. The ruling power 1tself was not 1dle. If 1t
wished an opinion to be generally recognized and the opposition of pious
circles silenced, 1t too had to know how to discover a hadith to suit its
purpose. They had to do what their opponents did: invent, or have
invented, hadiths in their turn. And that 1s 1n effect what they did. (Ibid., p.
169)

The importance of a critical study of legal traditios for our research into the
origins of Muhammadan jurisprudence is therefore obvious. This book will
be found to confirm Goldziher's results and tog o b ond them 1n the
following respects: a agreat many tradition in the classical and other
collections were put 1nto circulation only after Shafi't's time. (Joseph

Schacht, The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Oxford University
Press, London, 1967, p. 4)

In any case, 1t 1s safe to say that Muhammadan legal science started in the
later part of the Umaiyad period, taking the legal practice of the time as its
raw material and endorsing, modifying, or rejecting it. (p. 190.)

The aim of Part II 1s to show that a considerable number of legal traditions,

which appear 1n the classical collections, originated after Malik and Shafih.
(Ibid., p. 138)

The aim of the present chapter 1s to provide a firm starting point for the
systematic use of traditions as documents for the development of legal
doctrine, by investigating the growth of legal traditions 1n the literary
period, roughly from A.H. 150 to 250, between Abu Hanifa and the
classical collections of traditions, with a few extensions into the first half
of the second century. (Ibid., p. 140)

Without attempting a rash generalization, we are therefore justified 1n
looking to the first half of the second century A.H. for the origin of the
bulk of legal traditions with which the literary period starts. (Ibid., p. 176)

In particular, we shall see 1n the following chapter that some of those
iIsnads which the Muhammadan scholars esteem most highly are the result
of widespread fabrication in the generation preceding [Imam] Malik. The



21-

24-

25-

27-

30-

1Isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any typical representative
of the group whose doctrine was to be projected back on to an ancient
authority, could be chosen at random and put into the isnad. (Ibid., p. 163)

But as Naf1' died in A.H. 117 or thereabout, and Malik in A.H. 179, their
association can have taken place, even at the most generous estimate, only
when Malik was little more than a boy. It may even be questioned whether
Malik, whom Shati1 charged elsewhere with concealing impertections in
his 1snads, did not take over in written form traditions alleged to come

from Nalf1'. (Ibid., p. 176-77)
Nothing authentic 1s known of Malik's date of birth. (Ibid., p. 176)
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Mustafa al-Azami, On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence,
Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2004, p. 171)

Ibid.
The 1snads were often put together very carelessly. Any typical
representative of the group whose doctrine was to be projected back on to

an ancient aithority, could be chosen at random and put into 1snad. (Origins
of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, p. 163)

Analysis of the content and the chains of transmission of the traditions of
the documents and of their available parallels in the standard collections,
supplemented by the results of an extensive study of the sources on the
sciences of Tradition, ulum al-hadith, lead me to conclude that oral and
written transmission went hand in hand almost from the start, that the
tradition of Muhammad as transmitted by his Companions and their
Successors were, as a rule, scrupulously scrutinized at each step of the
transmission, and that the so-called phenomenal growth of Tradition 1n the
second and third centuries of Islam was not primarily growth of content, so
far as the hadith of Muhammad and the hadith of the Companions are
concerned, but represents largely the progressive increase of parallel and
multiple chains of transmission. (Nabia Abbott, Studies in Arabic Literary
Papyri, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1967, vol. 2, p. 2)
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Duncan B. Macdonald, Development of Muslim Theology, Jurisprudence
and Constitutional Theory, The LawBook Exchande,New Jersey,2008,p.80.
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36- Abstract: The present thesis 1s a critical examination of the two
well-known post-Schachtian scholars of Hadith; James Robson and John
Burton. Both scholars are major contributors to modern Hadith studies in
the West. It assesses their main arguments and their methodological
approaches to Hadith literature. It also provides a historical survey of the
key arguments and works of their predecessors since the rise of the modern
Western debates over the reliability of Hadith matenals. This critical study
points to the conclusion that Robson and Burton were heavily influenced
by the sceptical attitude of Ignaz Goldziher and Joseph Schacht towards
the historicity of Hadith. However, Robson 1s inclined to accept some
aspects of the Muslim traditional view regarding the genesis of Hadith and
1ts 1snad system (chain of transmitters). Burton, on the other hand,
expresses a sceptical stance towards the historicity of Hadith and argues
that the development of Hadith originated trom the exegesis of the Qur’an,
having no historical basis in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad.
(Alshehri, Mohammed S.H, A critical study of western views on Hadith
with special reference to the views of James Robson and John Burton,
Ph.D. thesis, University of Birmingham 2011, Accessed on 10 October
2013, http://etheses.bham.ac.uk/1671/.
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