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class. The university historians who write school text books
pretend to be objective and factual, when in most cases they are
interpreting historical events and struggles from the standpoint
of capitalism. A revolutionary party therefore has to carry out a
different type of education emlre!y (1)
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The philosophers have only interpreted the world in various

ways—the point however is to change it. ()
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"Many philosophical contradictions cannot be fully resolved
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through intellectual debates, but they call for addressing the
concrete social, political, and economic conditions, that have
given rise to---or are reflected in---such contradictions. Yet
changing the world in a concrete sense is hardly possible
without re-interpreting it in fresh ways, and therefore the

d{'fference between "interpreting the world" and "changing the

N X
world" can be seen as only a matter of emphasis. (2)
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T'ne new and fragile democracies that have sprung up since

1974 must live in "compressed time". They will not resemble the
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FEuropean democracies of the nineteenth century, and they
cannot expect to acquire the multiple channels of representation
in gradual historical progression as did most of their
predecessors. A bewildering array of parties, interests and
movements will all simultaneously seek political influence in
them, creating challenges to the polity that did not exist in

. . ; e
earlier processes of democratization. (re)
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The secular Western democracy has its own distinct ethos, and
its indiscriminate export to other parts of the world cannot lead
to the establishment of a stable, truly democratic and just
political order. A number of lessons can be learned from the
democratic experiments made in different parts of the world, but
the people in the non-Western world, particularly the Muslim
Ummah, must not blindly follow any of the Western models,
instead, they should draw upon their own ideological and

historical sources and establish institutions that represent their

own values and ideals. (r
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Man is a slave neither of his race nor his language, nor of his
religion, nor of the course of rivers nor of the direction taken by
mountain chains. A large aggregate of men, healthy in mind and
warm of heart, creates the kind of moral conscience which we
call a nation. So long as this moral consciousness gives proof of
its strength by the sacrifices which demand the abdication of the
individual to the advantage of the community, it is legitimate

and has the right to exist. (rr)
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Without the development of a moral consciousness and adoption
of an ethos of self-restraint instead of self-indulgence, the
Western society would be left with no operational criteria for

defining what is right and what is wrong, and thereby will slide

into self-destruction. ()
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(o) Tibor Mende, A Glance at Tomorrow's History, Narrated by Dr. Ali
Shariati in his Lecture by the same titile.
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