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strong wall prerced by 20 gates and flanked by 1,030 towers: The castle
narmed Clasha was m the centre of the town and each house of the city
had a beautiful garden of its own™ On the sumtt of one of the bulls
opposite the cty, Ibn-ul-Ahmar bult the fortress of Al-Hatrra, which
was capable of holding 40,000 mest A1-Harnra, no doubt, represents the
final height of cultre and architectire achieved by the Arabs 1 Spain as
some historans call if, “the fabeic ofthe genn” Opposite to the Al-Hamea
o1 the ade of a steep tountain stood the celebrated roval willa of Al
Ceneraliffe (corrupted from the Arabic Jamia al-Anf from an exquisite
mosgue attached to the wlla) It also to use the words of a clever writer,
“was amarvel of beauty with fountains, groves and flowers”

Ata time when the whole of Europe was plunged in darkness and
ignorance, Muslim Spain was glittering with peace and prosperity,
administration and agriculture, trade and industry, and on top of
all of these, knowledge and wisdom. No town, however small, was
without college or schools; whilst each principal city possessed a
separate university of its own; those of Cordowa, Saville, Granada
IMalaga, Saragossa Lishon Salamanca among others ocouped the
tnost distinguished positions. The Arahs at the height of their gory
revived the sciences and arts as well as philosophy and wisdom of
the ancient Greece, added to them the wisdom and knowledge of
the Fast, invented so many sciences and techmiques and then
passed all this treasuwre of knowledgze to the people of Ewrope
through the universities of Spain. And it was, without any doubt,
under their influence that both of the famous movements of
Reformation in religion and Renaissance in knowledge and
thought, started in Europe.

The Muslim scholars of Spamn made great stndes in medicines, history,
geography, mathematics and astronomy w addition to logic, philosophy
and wanous Islamic sciences of Tafseer, Hadith Figh Kalaam and
Mlyaticiam.

a) Among the host of hstorians, the roost prominent are Thi-e-
Hayyan, Tbn-ul-abbar, Ibn-e-Bushlowal, Dbi-e-Ubaudullah al-
Barly, Thn-ul-Ehatih, and last but not the least, the most reniowned
sociologist and philosopher of hustory Thi-e-Khaldoon

by Some of those famous for their worke in the field of medicine are
Thtre-Baah, Thn-e-Tufal Ibn-e-Zuhr, Tho-e-Wahd, Muhammad
Tarrrn, Dawood al- Aghtraby, Thn-ul- Avnerarn and Thn-e-Baitar

¢} Those famous for thew worls in the field of geography are Thn-e-
Hameed Ibn-e-Jubatr and Idreesi of Malaga

d)  Those famous m the felds of mathematics and astronomy are
Ishhali, Zargar, Thi-e-Abi Salat and Thn-e- ¥V ousuf

el And on top of all of these can be counted the three most famous
plulozophers and theolo mans that Muslim Spain produced 12
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Mote: Ta-Ha Publishers Ltd {1, Weynne Road, London SW9 have recently
published a book titled “Blood on the Crosd”, wrtten by Ahmad Thomson

which fully describes “the fate of Islamy and Muslims 1t Spam i the light of
Christian persecofion through the ages™ In addition to that, this hook gives a
historical swrwey of the sectarian differences and mfighting among the
Christians which showes that never on the surface of the earth so rmch blood
was split on the basiz or religions differences as inthe caee of Chrishanity

ok ok ok ok

4s regards the height of covlization and culture reached by Spam under the
Arahs, it will suffice to mention a few things

t It requires a lob of imagmation to heliese that ahout 1,000 vears back in
hustory, Cordova was a oty 24 miles i length, 6 miles whreadth wath a
population exceeding one mubon, having 3,800 mosgques, 60,000 palaces
and g manaons, 200,000 howses whabited by common people, 700
public baths, 80,000 shops, a large mumber of hostels and zarais, and
inmnerable mimber of libkranes, The magnificence of Cordova in the
days of this glory can be udged by the statement of an old author tothe
effect that one could travel for 10 mules “by the light of lamps along an
unmterrupted extent of buildings” The beaunful mosque of Cordova
which hecame the ormatrent of Span attained the status of the “harem™
for Western Islam ahoutwhich Ighal, the poetphilosopher of Tslam says
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“0 Harem of Cordowal) Mothing can match you in beauty except
the pure heart of a tnae Bushim ™

Itz construction was begun by Abdul Rahman al-Dakhil and completed
by his son and successor Hishaam 1 But it was the 8 king of the
dynasty, Ahdul Rahman al-Wastr who added rnew dmensions to its size,
heanty, decoration and grandeur

Abdul Rahman al-Masir built the palace Al-Zahra 4 mules to the west of
the city, about which many old writers admit that 1t 15 1posaible to give
i1 words a proper descoption of “the boldness of the design, the beauty
of the proportions, the elegance of the omamernt and decoration, whether
of carved marhle or of molten gold, of the columns that seemed from
thetr symmmetry as if cast m moulds, of the paintings that equaled the
choicest howers themselves, the wast but firmly constructed lake and the
fountains with the exquisite images”

1. In the same matner, Granada had a popuation of 400,000 people in the
middle of the 15% century of Christian Fra In the words of a historian,
“iTranada stood like a watch-tower i a meadow It was encompassed by
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corlizatons also grow old and weal wath the passage of time just as each
human mdimdual passes naturally from youth to old age: But the manner i
which a whoale naton was extermmated, and a whole conlization washed off
15 a peculiar phenomenon which displays the decet and treachery as well as
tithlessness and cruelty of the oubwardly religious personalities of King
Ferdinand and Cueen Izabella and their descendents.

The last king of Granada Muhammad Ao Ahdullsh, who had himself
revolted agamnst e father &1 Akl Hasan and later plaved as a tool i the
hands of Ferdinand and [zabella, had swrendered the town on the terms that
he would get an estate 11 Al-Basharat (Spanish: Al-Pujarras) and all Muslims
would he secure m person and property, ohsernng their own laws and
abzolutely free i the practice of thew religion Bub, in the words of
Professor Hitti

“Thew Catholic Majesties Ferdinand and [sabella failed to ahide by
the terms of captulation. Under the leadership of the Queen’s
Confessor Cardinal Munenez de Claneros, a carmpaign of forced
cotversion was inangurated 1 1499 The Cardinal at first tried to
withdraw from Crwreoulation Arabic hooks dealing with Izlam by
burnig thern Granada was the scene of a bonfire of Arahic
mmammscnpts. The nguasition was then instiated and kept busy 411
Muslimns were now temtded that thewr ancestors had been
Christtans and that they either subrnit to baptistn or suffer the
consequenices A3 a result, many hecame  crypto-Duslims
professing Christianity ot secretly practicing Islam. Some would
come home from their Christian weddings to be marnied secretly
after the Muslim rite, many would adopt a Christian name for
public and an Arabic one for private use As early as 1501, aroyal
decree was ssued that all Wuslims in Castile and Leon should
either recant or leave Spain In 1526, the Muslims of Aragon were
confronted  with the same alternatives, In 1556, Philp I
promulgated a law requiring the rematning Muslims to ahandon at
once their language, worship, instiutions and manner of life The
final order of expulsion was signed by Philip TI1 i 1609, resuting
i the forcible deportation es-masse of pracucally all Muslims on
Spanish soil Between the Bl of Granada and the frst decade of
the |7 centiry, it 15 estmated that abot 3 mllion Muslims were
banished or executed ™

I have aiven this long gquotation to show those of vou who belong to the
Indian subcontnent the pichare of the corming events m South Asia if as 1
said i the begmmng, the direction of the events did not change by &llak’s
spectal Will and mtervention which as a nile comes after eoqusite arman
strugole and effort. May Allsh gree us the courage and detemmination to rise
tothe occason and fulfill our duties as defenders of Islam and the Urnrnab of
Iuharrenad 58 Amen!
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After fire wears of frendship and the game of hude-and-seel Abdul Rahtnan
succeeded it entering Spain (that 12 why he 15 surnamed “al Dokl or
“the one who entered”) and capturing power wih the help of Syrian and
Yamam Arabs who were settled in Spain, and the Berbers who were his
tnaternal uncles

This Tnayyad period of Spanish lustory can be further sub-divided nto two
parts. Dunng the first part, extending from 755 to 929 C.E, althousgh the
Cimayyad nded Spain absolutely ndependently but they did not assume the
title of Caliph or Ameer-ul-Motmneen It was m the year 929 that Ahdul
Rahman The ™ assumed the title of “Al-Ehalifh alMNasir B-dees A2l
that 15 why he 15 surnamed “al-Maar” But after the death of his successor al-
Haleatny i the wear 976, the Omayvad caliphs of Spam were tore or less
noninal rulers, confined mostly to the palaces: Dunng this period, which
ended w1031, the real authority was m the hands of thew chamberlams or
the Hajibs who ruled m the niame of the caliphs The first Hajbh named al-
Mansoor 15 counted among the greatest generals and miltary leaders of
trman history, In 1031, the rule of Hajihs as well as the caliphate of the
Cimayyads came to a sudden end.

* k k k %k

The ¥ period of the history of the Muslim Spain, although the longestie
from 1031 o 1492 CE, was actually a period of continuous and steady
decline and downfall during which the Muslim Spain was dimded m as many
as 26 petty states quarreling and fighting wih one another whereby
encouraging, rather inwting, the neighbourmg Christian rulers to increase
thewr zones of influence by helping one Mushm ruler against the other at one
time and reversing the sides on another occasion, with the result that these
petty Muslim states started fallng one by one into the hands of the
Christians, This process reached its zetith by the middle of the 13" century
of the Christian Era when the Muslim rule was reduced and confined to

Kingdom of Granada only This lagt Mushim kmodom of the Thenan
Feninsula withstood the Christian onslaught for no less than two cenbries,

but at last, succumbed to the mwvasions of King Ferdinand and Cueen Isabella
atd came to a final end with the fall of Granada i the yvear 1432 CE.

This process of decline and downfall would have been much faster, and the
final end of the history of Muslim Spain would have come much earlier, had
there hesn no fresh iection of the nascent human potential and
reinforcement and rewvival of religious fervor by two Muslim reformist
and revivalist Berber movements of Motth Africa under the titles of
Al-Murabitun and &1-Muwahhidun durng the 1™ and 12 centuries of the
Christian Era

ok ok ok ok

Ag regards the reasons of the dowenfall of the Arabs i Spain, even Spenglet’s
wew of history can be an enough explanation, that is to say that nations and
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Some histortans say that Musa b Musar had crossed the Pyrenese
Mountams into France while others say he weas just planning for it when
recalled Butit 15 agreed that Musa bin NMusar wished to conguer the whole
of Europe and shake hands wath the caliph &t Damascus reaxching there via
France and Fome Professor Hith has mentioned this rather jolangly, but
lonking at the conditions prevailing i Europe at that time and keeping n
wiew the great momertum of the Arah-Berber wave of concguest, it was
defitntely possible, had there heen no anternal strife at the heart of the
Arab etnpire.

* k k ok %k
The history of WMislim Spain 13 divided mto three periods: the frst extending
from 712 ta 755, second from 755 to 1031 and the third from 1031 to 1492 CE.

Cunng the first period, Spain was a sub-province under the Omayvad
governor of West Africa Forthe Brst 33 years, it was actually controlled by

the centre, but duing the last 10 vears, it was nearly autonomous under
Ameer Yousaf al-Fahri Durng these 43 years, no less than 23 governors or
ameers ruled Spam, the longest tenure hemng that of the above-mentioned
Yousaf Nevertheless, this was the glorious peniod of conguest and
extensions during which Muslim atmies comprising of the Atrabs and the
Berbers crossed the Pyrenese and reached the heart of France, captunng

Marhomne w the south of France, and Bordeaus and Poitiers 1n the south-
west, reaching as far as Tours meely 180 miles smth of Pans which was the
farthest pout of the Mushim advance from where they were repulsed e 732
C.E iexactly 100 yvears after the death of the Prophet 58, Ahout thes battle of
Tours, Professor Hittt sayrs, “Gibbon and after him other historians would see
ity Panis and London mosques where Cathedrals now stand, and would hear
the Curan tnstead of Bible expounded 1 Osxford and other seats of leaming,
had the Arabs won the day”

But even after that, Muslim advances continued elsewhere and reached even
Lyon, ahout 300 miles to the south-zast of Parns This means that
approzimately half of France was trampled under the feet of Muslims

Moreower, it seerns that the wctory of Islam reached farther than the wectory
ofthe Muslitns, because Emperor Hoffa the greatest Kmg of England during
the 8% century is said to have embraced Islam and oot the words eim, 450010
detanand engraved on hes gold coms preserved to this day

* %k ok ok Xk

The second period of the lustory of the Mushin Spam consists of an
independent Cinayyad Kingdom which lasted for two and three-quarter
centuries. This kingdom was established by Abdul Eahman, a lone prince of
the house of Omayya and the grandson of Hishaam, the 107 Omayvad caliph,
who escaped the massacre after the Abbasid Eevolution of the vear 750 C E.
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[A-Amboyr: 111] which mean “1 don't know whether, what 15 promized to
vl has come near or g still at some distance” and “T dow't koow, there
tright be some futher period of testinig and hence a fesh lease of existence
for wou for some while”

* ok ok ok ok

There are many swntlanties between the listory of Muslun Spain and that of
Whuslim India The most conspicumus and strilng of these similanities is that
Islam entered the European contment through Spam and the Indian continent
through Sindh at exactly the same tine n history 18, the vears 91 to 94 of the
Hyrti calendar, corvesponding to the years 710 to 714 of the Christan Fra Tt
was a tme when 20 years had passed after the death of the Holy Prophet 3
and even the pious Caliphate had come to an end no less than half a century
ago, with the result that the grace and the blessings of the days of the Prophet
4% and even those of the pious Caliphate never touched the lands of Farope
as well as of Bouth 4sia and although the practice of [slam and the religious
fervor of Eman, as well as the missionary zeal of Dwwet Hal Allzh and the
spirt of Thad 7 Sabeel Allnk were stil intact i the personal character of
many Muslims, the pristine purity of the true [slamic fath and the republican
character of the Telamuc state had heen replaced by the curse of monarchy and
the accompanymg tribal and regional stuggle for power and ascendancy, and
at least at the collectiwe and staie lewvel the missonary zeal of Islam had
largely been replaced by the lust for conguest and hegetnony.

* ok ok ok ok

Waleed bin Abdul Malik b Matwan was the segh caliph of the Omayyad
dynasty and it was during his reign thatm the year 92 AH (711 CE), Sindh
was invaded by Muhaninad bin Qasim al-Sagafi under the command and
contral of the governor of Eastern prowince, Hapa hin Vusuf so notorious
for hus tyranmy and cruelty Spatn was tvaded by Tang bin Ziad, a Berber by
descent and a freed slave of Musa bin Musar, the governor of North Africa
west of Egypt. &And, due partly to the local conditions 1in Sindh as well as
Span, that is the tyranny of the nilers and mfighting of the religious sects,
especially the persecution of the Jews 1 Span and the lower cast m India
and partly to the zeal and ferwor of Jihad i the Muslun soldiers so
lighteting and  astonishing were the wictories achiewved by hoth these
Cenerals that nearly whole of the valey of Sindh upto the foot-hills of
Kashirir as well as a big chunk of Rajputana and dmost whole of the Thenan
FPeminsula, were occupied by the Muslms m no tune. But, alas, due to the
palace intrigues and the struggle for power and ascendancy as well as nuatual
contetpt and entmity among the niling elite in the heart land of the ushm
etrpire, on the one hand Muhammad bin Casim was recalled and murdered
and on the other hand, firstly Musa bin Musar reprumanded and punished
Tarig bin Zaad and then Musa bin Musar hitnself was recalled by Waleed and
later lnrniliated by Sulanan, his brother and successor,



A BRIEF SURVEY OF

THE HISTORY OF MUSLIM SPAIN
AND IT*S SIMILARITY WITH

THE HISTORY OF MUSLIM INDIA

[Text of the speech delivered by Dr. Israr Ahmad Ameer
Tanzeern-e-lIslarm Palostan, as Cloef Guest Speaker at the 1%
Internatonal Convention of the Islame Medical Association of
Morth Amenca, held at Hotel Monica, Mena Span from 274 g
25 of June, 1290]

Drear brothers and sisters i Telam, and the very dear wouthl
LD | PN S

It iz deed a great pleasure and honor to be here with vou and address so
many Mushitn physicians and surgeons wotking mostly in North America
and hawing a religous orentation. But, at the sarme time, my heart = bleeding
wath grnef and somow, and T am sure that hearts of all of vou must also he
hleeding, because at the moment we are 1 a coutry where Mushm power,
crrilization and culbure flounshed for no less than eight long cenbaries Then
they were waped out i a manner that has no parale] i the lenown history,
wath the result that a whole natinn was extenminated by either mass lallings
or forced ewvacuatons and expulsions. And so in thas way, the Muslims of
Span --- the Arabs, the Betbers as well as local conwerts -— met the same
fate as hefellthe peaple of Maoh, Hood, Swalleh, Loot and Shuaik f& Inthe
words of the Quran v ik [Af-A'raf 92, Hood: 68, 95] and ﬂli&ﬂ
g [Al-dbgar 25] meaning “As if they never lived there” and “only the
dwellings can be seen, none of the dwellers”

* ok ok ok ok

Fersonally for me there 15 an additional factor of grief and concern because
for the last five years or so [ have been obserang that the events i the Indian
sub-cortinent 1 e. Bharat and Palastan are mowing in a direction which,  not
turned by Allah’s Special Grace and Mercy, may lead to the same fate for the
Muslitns of that region To some it mught appear as fantastic and a very far-
fetched idea but to me it appears to be inevitable, unless some dramatic and
miraculous change ocowrs due to some special Donne WAll and mtervention.
The only solace that I can getis from the Avat at the end of Surah Al debipe
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The Jews and the Chnstians recogiized the wrtuse of the belisvere
and thetr Prophet [834W] and lhew that they ware on the nght path
but because of their envy and selfishnesz, they wanted them to he
deprived of the blegzings of Allak [3WT| and renounce the truth after
they had beliswed,
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(100 )And Wow would you dubeliere while revelatiovs of Allah are being

recited to you, ard amove You 8 His Messeriper. Avd whoever holds
Fermly to Allah, will tedeed be puaded to the vioht path,

ie why do you not believe in Allah [BWT] when Hiz Messenger iz
prezent amongst you and he reciteg and conveys to you Hig oyoat

and calls you to faith with clear proofe and ewmdences which confinm
the truth. “And whoever Rolds fiordy to Allak, il tndeed be guaded to the right

path” 1.2, whosver devotes himeelf to Allah’z ohedience, trusting and
relying on Hum, wmill indesd achieve guidance and the truth, He that

holds faszt to Allah [3WT] ghall be guided to the night path,

From here beging the gecond hal of this swrah, In thiz zection,
ingtructions hewe been given to the Musglim Uhvnogh about the
reformative work they had to performn, They hawve also been taught
how to desl with the People of the Book and the hypocrites, Thiz
gection algo gives a commentary on the Battle of Uled, The firet theee
ayaat are very important and dezcohe the methodology according to
which each Muslim must perform his duties,

End Notes

[7] Suwrah At-Taubah (9] 31
[8] Musnad Ahrmed 4: 378, Tuhfatul-Atvwadhi 8: 492, At-Tabari 14 210

[2] The fArabic word “Hamif denotez a personwho denounces all other paths
it arder to follow ore particular cowrze.

[10] Zahih Bukhati 9 17

[11] The word Gentile haz zeweral meanmgz but in the mozt cotmmon modern
uze itrefrs toa non-Jew In thew scriptures they define t a2 “h pasan or

a heathen or sormeone who iz not a Jew of 8 Chrigflan. ™ Bometimes they
aleo uze the teftn Goy azg a digparasing term for one who 2 not a Jew.

[12]The Talmd iz a rabbinic dizcussion on Jewizh law, Jewizh sthice,
cugtorz, legends and  gtores, which Jewizh tradition considers
authoritative It expands on the earlier writings in the Torah in general
and in the Mizhnah in particular and much of rabbinic literature
[ feipee dia)

[13] Tebatnoth 98a

[14] Banhedrin 57a

[15] cf Thn Kathir.
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