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"Today 1 have completed for you your deen, and 1 have fulfilled
my blessings upon you, and 1 have chosen for you Tslam as a

deen.”

This ayah was revealed in the last year of the Blessed Prophet’s
(P.B.U.H) life. Hence, when we are trying (o find an answer to a
particular problem, it is necessary that one takes into consideration
the consunsmatory laws of Quran and Sunnah and that one should
keep in mind the whole system and over-all value-pattern of our
deen. And once the dilemma has been resolved, we must follow the
rules. We must not allow our worldly desires or aspirations 1o
overcome cur acts, nor should we altow oursehes to intermingle the
commands of Allah with our wants” and desires.

In conclusion, it is quite evident that hijab not only pertaing to
the "head cover”, but it also cncompasses the veil on the fuce and the
jatbab covering the whole body.

Mav Allth bless every reader with the necessary moral
capability and strepgth ot charaetor to believe m the truth and then
be able to practise it and mould ond’s life accordingly. May Allah
keep the Shatan and his cvil whispers far away from us. 50 that
obeying His contmands nuy not scem a burden to.us.
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& share like he gave the men. Then Hashraj Bin Zayad (1he
narrator) asked his grandmother what the share was, She
replied: "datcs”.

Thus the narrator clearly tells us that the Prophet (™.B.U.H)
became angry when the women left their homes and- joined the
battle. The Prophet’s (P.B.U.H) anger can well be guessed from the
question:
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"With whom have you come and with whose permission?”

and then from his order: .
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“Stand up and leave”.

The dales which he had given the women were given to them
because they had been scolded by the Prophet (P.B.U.H), and
because they had come with an innocent good intention,

Let’s try to understand this situation with a diffcrent cxample.
Until the time when alcohol and beer were forbidden, Muslims kept
drinking. Does this mecan that alcohol is not haram, just because
Muslims drank before the commands were revealed? Similarly,
people gave and took usury belore the commandments against usury
were revealed. Would this mean that usury is still allowed? No, of
course not! Becausc in later Surahs of the Quran we have been told
by Allah that usury is haram, and that alcohol is haram. After this,
anyone who still does not repent, and goes on doing with what
he/she wishes, is deliberately ‘on the wrong path, and will he
punished.

Similarly, it must be kept in mind that commands for hijab
were revealed in a sequence. Just because women 1ook part in
batlles and didn’t cover their faces before the related commands
were revealed, it docs not mean that women today may do the samec.
One must take into account the final injunction revealed on different
issues.

When the deen of Islam was completed, the following ayah was
revealed:
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From Ayesha, “I said, ‘O Prophet of Allah! We think of Jihad as
the highest rewarded deed, so should we not fight in the way of
Alleh? The Prophet replicd, ‘No! The best rewarded deed for
you is 4 Hajj which is accepted by Allah.*

The fact that the’ Prophet (P.B.U.H) had discouraged the
women from taking part in battles and GHAZWAT, can be
supported by another event that took place in GHAZWA Khaiber
(Z3s#). This battle took place in 7 A.H. There is a hadith which tells
us of what had happencd, and this hadith is accepted by Imam
Ahmad, and Imam Abu Dawood. Both have recorded this hadith in
" the Musnad ( o Yy and in the ( »3b3le”), which are included in the
(P

I request that all sisters and brother read carefully this hadith
and try to realize how wrong their premises are with which they try
to prove themsclves right. Also try to realize the far-reaching
consequence of such misunderstandings.

The hadith is as follows; '
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Hashraj Bin Zayad narrates from his grandmolhcr (mother of

his father) that she went with the Prophet (P.B. U: H) at the time

of Khaiber, and she was among six other women. When Prophet

(P.B.U.H) heard about us he called us. We went to him and

found him angry. He said, "With whom have you come and with

whose permission have you left your homes?" We answered, "O

Prophet of Allah! We joined you for spinning wool, to help for

the sake of Allah. We have medicine for the wounded and we

can help by giving spears 10 the warriors, and we can also give

them drinks. Then the Prophet (P.B.U.H) said, stand up lecave.

Then when Allah had granted him victory in Khaiber, he gave us
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that they are allowed to work side by side with men in various
positions in life. This argument is totally wrong! To apply an
exceptional situation to normal day-to-day life is against any canons
of reason and logic. Such a modernist claim is analogous to a pile of
sand which has no foundation, and hence can be blown away by the
slightest breeze of wind.

The reason as to why such argumcnts become convincing to a
certain degree is that the commands for hijab were revealed in a
sequence, and therefore there is evidence of women playing a rolc in
war ONLY BEFORE the commands were revealed,

The first battle was GHAZWA Bader, and according to Sunan
Abu Dawood it is narrated that Ummi Warqa Bint Nofal had asked
for permission to take part in the bautle Prophet (P.B.U.H) did not
give permission,

After this came the GHAZWA Uhad, in which the Muslims
iost many lives due to their own mistakes. The Prophet (P.B.U.H)
himself was injured. This GHAZWA was a great tragedy for the
belicvers. It has been reported by authentic sources that many
women (may Allah be please with them) had taken part in it. Many
of them fought, and were martyred, others werc water carriers for
the warriors and bandaged the injured, yet others retrieved arrows
for the mujahideen.

Then came GHAZWA Ahzab, As 1 have already said, Surah
Ahzab and Surah Nur, which contain the detailed commands for
women and hijab, were only revealed after these three GHAZWAT.
Therefore, whatever evidencc is gathered from the time before these
Surahs were revealed, cannot be used to make a generalization. This
is because of the fact that these commands had not yet been
revealed for the Muslims to comply with.

After the revelation of these Surahs, the Prophet {P.B.U.H) not
only discouraged, but prohibited women to take part in the battles.

There is a hadith in Bukhari and Musnad Ahmad which reads :
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"0 You who have attained to faith! Do not cnter houscs other
than your own unless you have obtained permission and grected
their inmates. This is (enjoined upon you) for your own good, so
that you might bear (your mutuat rights) in mind.

 Hence, (even) if you find no onc within (the housc), do nos

enter it until vou are given leave; and if you are told, "Turn
back”, then lurn back. This will bc most conducive to your
purity: and god has full knowledge of all that you do.”

That is to say, thc Islamic principle of asking respectful
permission and exchanging salutations cnsurcs privacy without
exclusivencss and friendliness without unduc familiarity, That fact of
your not receiving any reply does not entitle you to enter without
permission. as the inmates may not be in a condition to receive you.
Even if they arc your fricnds, you have no right to take them by
surprise or enter against their wishes. Your own purity of life and
conduct as well as of motives is thus tested.

*

THE INVGOLVEMENT OF WOMEN IN
GIAZWAT AND WARS

May of our sisters have read history books which mention the
Islamic wars and GHAZWAT? which took place for the purpose of

" making Islam dominant, and these books indicate the involvement
of women in such wars. According to such evidences, women argue

3.  Many Arabic words are impossible to translsie [nto English, therefore it is appropriale to
leave them in the Asabic form, GTIAZWAT refers to those Holy Wars in which the
Prophet (P.B.U.H), himself look part.

18
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"And they should not display their becauty except to their
husbands, their fathers, their husband’s fathers, their sons, their
husband’s sons; their brothers, or their brother’s sons, or their
sister’s sons, or their women, or the slaves whom their right
hands possess, or their male attendants who are free of sexual
desires, or children who have no carnal knowledge of women",

After this has been stated:
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"And they should not strike their feet in order to attract
attention to their hidden ornaments.”

At the end of this ayah Allah has stated:
- LY I X 247, i “ ., 3 — .
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And repent towards Allah, all together O you Believers! So that
you may be successful.”

The obvious meaning of this part of the verse is that whatever
wrong deed that may have taken place up till now, it is your
responsibility to repent for with a true heart, mend your acts, and
then dress and act according to Allah’s and His Messenger’s
commands, so that in the hereafter you may get the real success and
spiritual bliss.

#*

ASKING PERMISSION FOR ENTERING
OTHER'S KOMI

Related to Islamic principles of chastity and “‘Hijab’ are those
Quranic assertions according to which propriety and privacy are
essential to a refined life of ethical goodness and purity. Islam
prohibits entering another house without first seeking the permission
of the inmates. This certainly connects with the social morality which
Islam seeks to promote inasmuch as it serves as an additional
protection of individuals against possible slander. In their wider
purport the following two verses of Surah Nur postulate the
inviolability of each person’s home and private life.

17
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"Pnt anolher cloth bLneaih it so that this cloth does not rcvcal '

the body". ,

L “These are the commands for the "satar and hijab™ for women,

Ndw. on one side, glance at these immutable instructions given 10 us

" by eur Lord; Allah, and on the other side, take a look at the modern

- Muslim society.  Unfortunately their households are in absolute

contrast to Allah’s commands. Also, take a momeat to think of the-

‘great degree of sin it is for a woman to leave her house without a

K e and v and also for a woman in her house to roam
about without a -'l---

. ..‘:‘WHO ARE MAHRAM? |
o I ;‘.Lwlg,;,::,;;,:ﬁw,_ |
‘ "And that they should not display their beauty, except.that which -
o appears lhereof" - .

AR After this part of thc ayah the exceptions or mahrams are
. listed. These are those men in front of whom a woman is allowed to
;only uncover her face, hands, and feet. Now, the point that is needed
 focus on, is the type of beauty towards which Allah is referring to.
- .-Iease try 1o understand the !'ollowmg awoman is in her house, she
s fally clothcd but.her face, hands and feet arc not covered. She is
7 -still Wearing 2~ sles | but despite all this, she still possesses a
~'womanly charm. Her clothmg, and her ‘orhnee’ or s\ are also
 part of her beauty. From among all such beauties, that beauty, which
* appears by itself, cannot be hidden. Nothing can be donc to hide this
- additional beauty. For example, say the su—=" slips off her head, by
~ wind or for some other reason, this i is permissible but only in her
house and in the presence of her mahrams : '

In the same ayah, Allah states our rnahrams and anyone not'-'
listed is by implication a non-mahram. Allah states:

i
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“That they should draw their veils over their bosoms™

The word -+ mcans to hidc somcthing. fmam Raghib
Asfahani, (a scholar of Arabic), has written in g;’dlcula)iﬂ, that the
word s is used for a woman’s hijub. The plural for this word is

st wich is used in the above ayah. In this part of the world,

many peoplc have a very wrong concept of the word HIJAB. This
word applies to that hijab which covers the head, back, and the
bosom. In some places of the world, this is known as a ‘dupatia,
Chaddar, or orhnee’. This dupatia should not be of thin material. I,
however, regret to say that in most Muslim countrics the dupatta,
orhnee, or s is used in such a manner that it does not meet the
requirements of Islamic laws. It mercly fulfils the purpose of sclf-
salisfaction or [ashion.

it should also be known that it is not right for a young girl to be
roaming about her house with nothing covering her hecad, and
bosom. In Sharceyat, it is nol at all allowed, that a woman without a
dupatta, orhnee, or s4—> on top of her clothing appears in front of
her father, brother or son. It is necdless to say that the most
atiractive part of a woman is her bosom, Therclore on onc hand
there is the command of lowering the guze, and on the other hand is
thc command of drawing veil over bosoms, Who does not know of a
woman’s beauly and attractive appearance? Therclore  such
restrictions and commands were revealed, in order 10 keep the
environment inside the housc morally clean and chaste. If the
environment inside the house is clean, chaste, and peaceful, then the
society automaticatly becomes purificd, mainly because the society is
made up of individuals and houscholds.

In a hadith, Ayesha (may Allah be pleased with her), has
narrated that after the command™ ( 3,..} )._"_,-'L,'J.E :,:s J’,:_:._: o 4;'-;;-’ s)
there was no housc in Madina in which the women had not got rid of
their thin .= and made new ones out of thicker cloth,

In Sunan Abu Dawood it is narrated by Hadhrat Dahya Kalbi
that the Prophet (P.B.U.H) had given him a very thin and sce-
through cloth and told him to make a sl—= | and a kurta (a long,
loose, shirt), for his wife. But he also stated:

15
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with a “full gaze'. In other words, no man is allowed to fook with a
full gaze at any MAHRAM? woman, except his wife, Similarly, no
woman is permitted to look at any MAHRAM man with a full gaze
except her husband so that the shatan docs not take advantage and
activate wrong [celings or thoughts. If such arc the restrictions in the
case of MAHRAMS, then it can be obviously seen how great the
restrictions must be in the case of NON-MAHRAMS. This ‘full
gaze’ is also referred 1o as adultery of the cyes, in a hadith

mentioned above.
F I Ry § Y

In this ayah by saying " A—e*s,2sJaeX"(|hcy guard their
modesty), a pumber of commands have been referred to. Not only is
Allzh prohibiting tllicit sexual relations, but alse all those acts which
provoke such actions and cmotions. The command of covering the
satar is also included, that is that no onc is allowedylo glance at
anyone clse’s satar. The Prophet (P.B.U.H) has defined the man’s
satar from his umbilicus (o the knees, which includes the knees and
the umbilicus. According to Islamic sharceyat, it is haram for a man
to open this part in front of anyone but his wife. The Prophet
(P.B.U.H) has sct the woman’s satar as her whole body, with the
exception of her hands and face. The face, for NON-MAHRAMS, is
also included in her satar. With the exception of the [ace and hands,
il is not permissible for a woman to open any part of her body to
anyone, but her husband. However, for both men and women, for
very pressing medical reasons, the doclors or surgeons are also
included in the exceptions. There is a hadith in which the Prophet
(P.B.U.H) has called those women naked who wear clothing that is
cither too tight or too thin. In Bukhari, Hadhrat Ummi Salma has
stated at the cnd of a long hadith;

5 Y i LI G S &)

"Many women who wear clofhing in this world will be naked in

the hereafter.”

This hadith refers 1o those women who wear clothing which is
either so tight that the shape of the body shows, or that the clothing
is too thin and ‘sce-through’ that the colour of the skin is visible.

In the same ayah, (Surah Nur, ayah 31), it is also stated:

2. MAHRAM: Mcen and Women one is not allowed Lo marry.
14
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COMMANDS FOR MOI)IIS'I‘Y INSIDE TIIE
HOME

As 1 mentioned before, the commands for hijab are completed
in Surah’ An-Nur, Now the question that remains to be discussed is
*What commands has Allah revealed for female modesty inside the
house?” The word «—~Weand & is related to the hijab outside
the house, for which the instructions have been mentioned in Surah
Al-Ahzab, from ayat 28 to 31. Now 1 will explain in detail a few

~ important rulings and guidelines for men and women while at home.

(a) Lowering the Gaze:

In ayat 30 and 31 all believing men and women, are told to keep '
their gazes !owared The verses read as foilows: _
- y s e P M.J S
K308 55 |,Lw,r.,ui‘;;,..iwi’.uy :
- Aailrg L NGl 5T
“Say to the believing men to lower their gazes and guard their-

modesty, that will make for greater purity. And Allah is well
acquainted with all that they do.” -

/-,, -')t”pfa
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“« » ot
"And say to the behevmg women, that they should lower their
gazes, and guard their modesty; that they should not display
their beauty except what ordinarily appears thereof; that they
'should draw their veils upon their bosoms.” ‘

These verses prove conclusively that the people who have
thought that thc commands for lowering one’s gaze is applicable -
when one is outside the home only, are greatly mistaken. For
modesty outside the home, the commands have alrcady been dealt
with in Surah Ahzab, and the last command was mentioned in Surah
Nur. Women are to cover themselves from head to toe, with the

exception of their eyes, with which they may be able to see their
path,

In !h.is ayah, lowering the gaze means that one should not look
P13
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Not only is this a profession, indced it is also a moral duty. Similarly,
it is not wrong to become a medical doctor for women only. One last
thing whick I would like to mention, is that it is absolutcly wrong for
‘women to dress up while going out for shopping or while visiting -
parks or other public places for recreation. It is also Un-Islamic to
attend co-organized meetings, and to take part in parades or other
*games which are staged in front of men.

" 'Uptill now, we have been. discussing ayats from Surah Al-
Ahzab. As'1 mentioned before, the commands for hijab or covering
~ female face and body are completed in Surah An-Nur, Since we are
prescntly discussing the commands relcvant to ‘hijab outside the
‘home?, it is appropriate to quote part of ayah 31, from Surah An-
Nur, which is related to this topic.

- » PPy z 2 e et
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"And that they should not strike their feet in order to draw
- attention to their hidden ornaments.” ' ' '

Allah, the Creator, has put certain power in the beauty of a
women by which she is able to charm and attract men. This is part of
‘her natural beauty. If the sound of jewellery is added to this natural
beauty, then the power to attract and charm men enhances greatly,
Hence, the Quran has strongly forbidden women to strike their feet
on the ground so that any jewellery that they may be wearing may
not be heard. It can also be understood from this ayah, that wearing
ankle bracelets, and high hecled shoes is forbidden, since these will
-all make noise, regardless of how gently one walks. Similarly,
wearing strong perfumes, when lcaving ones house, has been
prohibited in many hadiths. It is one of the tricks of showy and
unchaste women that they walk in an extraordinary manner,
Mareover they tinkle their ankle ornaments in order to draw men’s
attention to themselves. Similarly fragrance of perfumes may also
work as a tantalizing factor. While in public places Muslim women
are prohibited to indulge in such things so that purity and probity of
domestic life is promoted.

*

12
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But, in order to leave the house, all the other commands related to
the manner she should dress and speak, which Quran & Sunnah
have set, MUST be [ulfilled.

In a true Islamic country, in such cxecptional conditions, the
bait-ul-maal (Ju1 =umis responsible for providing the lamily lor food
and shelter. But if this is not the case, then the government should
make arrangements so that women can work without coming in
contact with men. For example, governments should cstablish
cottage industrics for women. This sort of experiment has proven to
be very successful in some advanced countrics such as Japan ‘and
Switzerland. If this is not possible, then jobs such as buby-sitting,
sewing‘ clothing or teaching the Quran should be considered.
Anyhow, if the situation is such that a woman MUST work outside
of her house, then she MUST abide by alt of the commands of hijab.
Not only that, she should also work in organizations where the
managers and workers are women only. It is forbidden, in fact it is
haram to work at jobs where men and women work ‘stde-by-side’,
and where women are an attraction for men, such as working as T.V.
and radio announcers, air hostesses, and in modclling.

In a very extensive hadith the Prophet (P.B.U.H) has said:

RV AT

“The eyes commit adultery, and their adultery is to look.”

From my own knowlcdge and expericnce, | would like 1o say
that those women who work in such jobs, work less for the purpose
of supporting their fumilics, and morce for the purpose of showing off
beauty and sexuality. Think about this matter yourselves, our sisters
who work in such places, have to kcep baby-sitters for their children,
and they don’t have the time to sit down and guide them. Besides
that, they must wear make-up, and wear good-looking clothing,
therefore they end up spending a lot of moncy on clothing and
make-up. So, it can be seen that from their pay check, they probably
only receive a litile monctary relicf, if any. My dear brothers and
sisters, think with an open heart: Is this a real gain or a loss? Insofar
as this attitude.is against the laws and teachings of Islam, the result
is torments of hell-five in the hercaficr. Howeveg, there is nothing
wrong for women in becoming a teachers for girl schools or colleges.

11
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the Prophet (P.B.U.H). He is giving women clear guidance as how
1o dress when they are leaving their houses. In this very Surah, in
ayat 32 and 33, Allah had addressed the Prophet’s wives only.

~ According to the rule "a part of the Quran is explained by
another, it bccomes cvident that all the previously mentioned
commands arc not strictly (o the wives of the Prophet but also for
all believing women,

To understand this ayah, let us focus on the word =~ 4¥ In
Arabic the word L is used for a sheet of cloth which covers the
whole body. In the days of paganism or Ignorance, i. e,, before Islam,
the ladics of high and noblc families used 1o wear onc of these lurge
sheets of cloth, before leaving their homes. The purpose of this was
that they may be recognized as gentle and honorable ladies, and not
teased. In the Quran, to distinguish non-belicving women from
belicving women, Allah has made an addition to this which is that
Muslim women are to take a corner of this - Lie, and cover their
faces with it. After this ayah, all Muslim women bc_gan to wear a

— L& and covered their whole bodies, with the exception of one
cye. This is the first ayah revealed by Allah regarding HIJAB, which
applics Lo women when they have to leave their homes for essential
reasons.

The restriction of leaving their house only when absolutcly
needed, has not been stated by me, but the Prophet (P.B.U.H)
himself has said in a hadith, which is narrated in Sshih Bukhari

(Ual{(:‘-‘ﬁ
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"Allah has given you (women) permission 1o lcave your home for
your necessitics.”

The neceessitics for leaving the home can only be fixed by taking
. into accourt the over-all pattern of Islamic values and ways of life. It
could be possible that 2 woman has no working man in her house, or
that due to some sort of recession, the salary of one working man is
not enough to support the family, and also it is possible that the
husband or head of the family is ill or handicapped and unable to
work. In all such cases, Islamic canon law has allowed the woman to
lcave her house and work, as it is apparent from the above hadith.
10
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this word is not only uscd for the wives of the Prophet (P.B.U.H),
instcad it uses the word *__—2 (women). Henee, it can be clearly
“said that denying the coverage of the face, or saying that il is not
compulsory, is absolutely wrong. .

1 would like to add something here, that is, during the times of

Hajj and Umra and cven after the commandments of hijah, the
women used to arrange for the covering of their faces in such a’ -

manner that the veil cloth did not touch their facés.. This can be seen *

from another hadith quoted by Hadhrat Ayesha (may Allah be
pleased wilh her). This hadith is taken from the Sunan Abu Dawood:

u'l"‘ —U'd)-w C"UL‘J""U"‘J Uy 5 e ol J1ol

LpL.L» Uhas b eduw Uysls 15U ooy oole i

(oLktS ) oUmi 4 b 3l 13U x.,,.,UJIL.J

"The tribes used to pass by us, and we were in 1hc state of ihram
with the Prophet (P.B.U.H). When the tribes came in Iront of
us, everyone of us would put her veil from her head onto her
face, and when the tribe would have passed by, we would remove.
the veil from our face.”

How is a Muslim Woman to Go Out

When the commands for remaining in 1hp house with peace
had been revealed, and the home for the women became the main
ficld activity, a natural qestion arose: "How should a woman leave
her house for essential rcasons?” This is a very fundamental and
important question. The answer to this question is g'wcn in Surah
Ahzab, ayat 59,

il Seae B0 U5 ...{:."J’&l,ﬂ‘_;. u..m,.b
uL{_,lu;:y')bul':,.:f:Ji i(_ﬁ:*mﬂ,-uo‘u'.lﬁ
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*O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and all belicving

women, to cast their outer garments over themscelves (when out

of doors). This is more convenient, that they shall be recognized

{as Muslims), and not molested. And Allah is All-Forgiving,
Most Merciful "

In this ayah Altah Taala addresses the wives and daughters of
the Prophet (P.B.U.H}), and all believing men and women, through

9
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“I was sitting on that place when 1 fell asleep, and Sufwan Salmi
Zakwani was behind the caravan, when he came to my place, he
saw a sleeping person, and recognized me because he had secn
me before the commandments of Hijab. 1 awoke when he
uttered the words, "To Allah we belong, and 1o Him we shall
return”, and I covered my face.”

From both of the hadiths mentioned above, it becomes clear
that covering the face is compulsory, since we MUST make the
Prophet’s (2.B.U.H) wives our ideal. If they had to cover their face,
and abidc by Aliah’s commands, then there is no reason at all that
we do not need to do so alse. At this point, if there is any doubt left
in anyone's heart, I would wish to give her a very sincere advice to
stbdy the Quran and hadith, and remove those doubts out of her
heart. Such doubts do not vitiate a true belicver’s heart.

Women’s JThram And the Coverage of
the Face:

There is an indication that during the Haji and Umra, women
are not allowed to cover their faces, or wear gloves. However, these
commands that arc applicd for exeeptional suualmns cannot be
applicd to cveryday life conditions.

There is a hadith, in which women have been told by the
Prophet (P.B.U.H) not to cover their faces, and also not to wear
gloves, in the state of ihram. The hadith is as follows:

“"A women in the state of [hram does not wear a veil or gioves.

Women have been told not to wear a nigab (veil) or gloves in

the state of ithram.”

Note that this hadith also uses the word <2135, Also note that
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compulsory. They argue that the word —@ has not been
mentioned in the Quran. There is absolutely no doubt in that the
word «-1a has not been mentioned in the Quran, but this word
has been used in hadiths narrated by very authentic companions of
the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H), which prove beyond doubt the use of
veil on face by Muslim women in the golden cra of Islam. Let me
here quote in full an incidence reported by Abu Dawood:,
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There was a women whose name was Ummi Khutlad. She came
to the Prophet (P.B.U.H) to ask of her son who had been killed,
and she was wearing a face-cover. A bewildered companjon of
the Prophet (P.B.U.H) asked, "Wearing a face-cover, you have
come to ask of your son?" She replied, "My son has died, not my
maodesty” After this, the Prophet (P.B.U.H) said, "Your son will
receive the reward of rwo martyrs. She asked, "Why?" He

replied, "Becausc he was killed by the people of the book."

In this hadith, the root word of U-U'ls a3, Form

-—A—‘thc word U453 has ‘been derived. So one can see that
though the word <* L3 is not mentioned in the Quran, it is
definitely found in hadiths,

Similarly, there is also a ailable a detailed hadith regarding the
“event of IFIQ, (—&153155in which the cnemies of Muhammad got
an opportunity to raise a malicious scandal against Hadhrat Ayesha,
In this hadith, Ayesha (may Allah be pleased with her) states that
when she was left behind from her caravan, she sat down to rest and
fell asleep. As she was sleeping, her face cover fell off of her face.
She says, Sufwan recognized her because he had seen her before the
injunctions of HIJAB were revealed.

The full hadith is as follow:
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Ayat Of Hijab:
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The Qursn ‘:lsscrls in Surah Al-Ahzab, ayah 53; And when you
ask the Prophet’s (P.B.U.H) ladics for anything, ask them from
behind a screen.
In this ayah Allah uscs the words""__,f-g;;b}"'c};"i.e.., from behind
a screen, Many sisters argue that the word HIJAB has not been used
in the Quran, they should now note that this ayah does indced use
the word w2 The important thing to contemplate upon is that
the women from whom men are being commanded to ask from
behind a screen, are the Blessed Prophet’s (P.B.U.H) own wives, the
ettt ' mothers of believers, These women have been declared
the mothers of the whole Muslim ummah, and were not allowed to
marry anyonc after the death of the Prophet (P.B.UH), as the
Quran says: ' ' )
Ty st 2y 213301 2551
“Nor is it right for you that you should marry his(%#)

widows."

The reason given by Allah for commanding men to ask for

whatever they needed from behind « curtain, is also given;
A LR ET RSP T
0 FCRTCOPHAR SRR
“This mukes for greater purity of your {(men’s) hearts and their

{Praophet’s wives') hearts.”

Even though a true believer could never have has a wrong
thoughl in his heart about the Prophet’s (P.B.U.H) wives, yet Allah
gives instruction in order (o guard against cver minor indiscretions.
First ol all, the ‘mothers of the believers” were told not be oo
complaisant of specch, now the men are being forbidden to speak to
them dircetly, If you may recall, the Prophet’s wives were 1o become
idcals Tor all Muslim women, thercflor, these commandments are to
be follewed by all women and men,

"Nigab (w2Y) or Veil of the face:

Among our socicty, there is a group of people which does not
believe in the covering of women's face, or does not think that it is

6



e o SYTS o e

also means that women are not allowed to sing in front of a group of
- men, she is certainly nol allowed to become an air hostess, because
the job of an air hostess is to entertain people and make sure that
the passengers are at case and comfort. In conclusion, it can be said
that a woman cannot work in a place where the sweetness of the
voice and unnecessary long conversations with men arc required.

(b) "Qarar-fil-boyoot": (Staying in :‘zomes)
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"And stay quietly in your homes and make not a dazzling display
like that of the former times."

The key word to note in this ayah is O =3, Linguists say that
this word has been derived from the root word 1 _-=2 (Qarar}, or
the root word 4133 (waqar). ,,=— means to hold on to otqs-lay
in one particular place, whereas »L=* s means to remain in a place

' quietly, or with peace. From this ayah it can be clearly seen that a ~
woman’s real sphere of activity is her home. She should stay in her
housc and fulfil the dutics that she, as a Muslim woman, is
responsible for. However, she is aliowed to leave and go out of her
house when she needs to, but even then, she must fulfil the second
condition of this avah; )

"And make not a dazzling display, like that of the Former Times

of Ignorance ”

In Arabic, the word A= means to make obviously clear, to
come straight out or to display in front of everyone. For women, this
word has been used in the <ense of their wearing fashionable
clothing, and shimmering jewellery. This also includes the
application of make-up, perfumes, and high hecled shocs. Such
devices attract others to women, by either noise or beauty. Islam
prescribes an over-all dignified appearance for women, The clothing
should not attract men’s attention (o the women. It should not be
shiny and flashy so that everyone notices the dress and the woman.

In the above ayah, women are told not to go out like they used

to do in the times of ignorance, or before Islam had come. In other

“words, they should not make themselves a dazzling display, and that
they shouid be fully covered.

5
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The Commencement of the Rulings:

The ayat 32 and 33 of surah Ahzab are the beginning of the
commands for the coverage of women. Again it should be kept in
mind that although these ayat beginning by addressing the wives of
the Prophet, "O wives of the Prophgt ....... ", the commands being
listed are also applicable to any other women. Allah has started this
ayah in such a manner only to make them aware of their position in
the society, which is setting an example for other women. They had
special position and special responsibilities in the matter of guiding
and instructing women who came into the fold of Islam.

(a)"Fitnah" of Voice:

5o s .-.Ll‘_,o‘_;ulé.’ﬁ._-d,dbmbb‘ ”li_!l:
ob J I-’ )-' J.r

Be not too complaisant of speech, lest one in whose heart is a

disease should be moved with ‘desire, and speak a speech which

is *rst.

While the wives of the Prophet were to be kind and gentle to
all, they were to be guarded on account of their special position, lest
gross people might misunderstand or take advantage of their
kindness. It is a known fact that a woman's voice contains sweetness
and it has the ability to pull and attract towards itself. This particular
sweetness has been implanted by Allah, the Creator, for many
reasons. But, it is this swectness of the voice through which many
FITNAHS or problems take place. Many times, it so happens that
there is no bad intentiont involved, but due to the softness of the
voice, the Shatan tries to take advantage, and arouses bad intentions
in the listeners. Thus, in order to avoid awakening of such bad
thoughts which the Shatan triggers, Islam has set a rule, that upon
the need of talking to non-mahram!, a woman should talk in a
sstraight-forward’ manner and should only say what is necessary. She
should keep her voice levelled and should speak in a business-like
manner. ‘

. From the above lines it becomes clear that Allah does not like
those women who speak in such a voice which entertains men. This

L Non-mahram: All men whom a women is allowed to marry.
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. Seeing that Yhis ayah starls with “O women of the Prophet!
"many Muslim sisters take it for grantcd that all the commands
mentioned in this ayah arc strictly for the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h) wives.
This thought is completely wrong! In this ayah Allah says: "O women
of the Prophet! You arc not like any of the other women.”

The question which ariscs in one’s mind here is why are not
they not like any of the other women?. The answer Lo this question
can be further explained in ayat 30 and 31 of surah Ahzab:

“ ;,ll;_,,&.,f I
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0 wives of the Prophet! If any of you were quality uf evident

unseemly conduct, the punishment would be doubled to her and
that is easy for Allah.

But any of you that is Devoul in the service of Allah and His
Messenger, and works righlcousness, to her shall we grant her
reward, doubled. And we have prepared for her a gencrous
sustenance.”

It can now be clearly scen that the wives of the Prophet
(p.b.uh) are dilficrent from any other women, because if they
commit a crime, they will reccive a double punishment, whercas if
they obey Allah and His messenger, and do good decds, they will
receive a double reward. Why? Because they are an ideal for all
other women. It was the Prophet’s wives who were to become an
example for us. So in doing wrong, they would be leading many
other women towards the wrong path, which is why they would
receive a double punishment. Similarly, in doing good dceds, not
only would they be rewarded for doing the righteous deed, but also
because many other women would follow the same path.

Therefore, it is clearly seen from the above, that for us (Muslim
women), the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h) wives are patterns of decorum, an
ideal. We should observe their lives and correet ours according to
the laws of Islam,
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male believers. The Prophet (p.b.u.h) had played the role of a father,
a husband, a tcacher and a son, He was also the one who purificd
many hcarts, and lead those who had gone astray back to the straight
path. He also played the role of a lcader, a soldicr, a gencral and a
judge. Hence, it can be clearly scen that the Prophet (p.b.u.h) is
indeed a complete cxample for all those men who belicve but for
women, the Prophct (pb.h) just CANNOT be a complete
example. There was no way that he could play the role of a mother,
sister, wifc or daughter! It is true that, in some aspects of life, the
Prophet (p.b.wh) is an cxample for women too. For example,
women must also pray and worship, and in this they should do as the
Prophet (p.b.u.h) has said,
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"Pray, like you sce me pray.”
This hadith applies to both men and women, But in malters
which relate to women only, there is a need for an example, whom
they may be able to follow, and correct their lives.

As we know, Islam is a complete religion and there is a solution
to every problem. So o solve this problem, of "Who is/are the ideal
of women?”, we should refer to ayat 32 and 33 of surah Al-Ahzab;

.’,’,’,,”,{L.'J;'_Llul RIS SO TRt AR R Y

| ')"q.’-'ul’Ju".r‘*-bu'dJ’é-‘-‘“:-'d)‘Jb
"Q Women of the Prophet! You are not like any of the (other)
womer, if you do fcar (Allah), be not 1oe complaisant of speech,
lest one in whose heart is discasc may be moved with desire, but
speak in a voice that is just "

&3 ., A .*L-w \g5E 5253 v;’af;,é'ga;,
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“And stay quietly in your ‘homes and make not a dauzling d:sp!ay,
like that of the Former Times, and establish regular prayer, and
give Zakat, and obey Allah and his messenger. Allah only wishes
to remove all abomination from you, O members of the family,

and 1o make you pyre and spotless.”
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