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In Iran today a girl not dressed in a blank veil runs the risk of having
stones or acid thrown at her. Many Pakistani girls recounted similar stories.
Boys would walk alongside a girl wearing trousers and ark, "Why do women
wear trousers?" and one of them would answer, "so that they can air their
private parts". Being pinched on the buttocks or breasts is a common lazard
in @ Cairo or Karachi bazar. Humiliated, girls are nervous about leving the
homes; it also creates ambiguity about their sex and role in society.(13)
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The field of activities of the organizations/ institutions contained may be
classified into the following categories:
a. Cultural promotion in general as in the case of ministries of

culture, culture centres and culture foundations.

b. Fine art , crafts; photography.
C. Perfoming arts, including music , dance and theaterical
play.
d. Communication, including radio and television broadcasting,

production and utilization of audio-visual materials such as films, publishing

and other areas of communication and information related to culture

development and promotion.

e. Language, literature, history, culture study.

d. Preservation and presentation of culture heritage.(16)
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b3 LRE Muslims and the West. 2
Some orientalists became muslims through their study of Islam . The
Frenchmen Rene Guenon and Vincent Mansour Monteil, the Swiss Frithjof
Schuon and Titus (Ibrahim) Burckhardt, the Hungarian Abdul Karim
Germanus , the British Martin Lings and the American Thomas Irving arebut
a few examples of Orientalists of the first rank who first studied , then
embraced and served, Islam{38).
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An average educated westerner in search of genuine Islam still finds
it impossible to have access to sources which can tell him or her what it is
all about. Most try to go directly to the Quran and after struggling with this or
| that translation for a while, come back emply handed.
There is work to be done in removing certain prejudices toward
Islam which forestal any serious effort by Westerners to understand the
refigion of one quarter of humanity. Muslim response to the questions of
polygamy, status of women, terrorism and other related issues has not
answered these concerns adequately. There is no need for the apologetic
fiterature so characteristic of an ingrained inferiority complex. instead, what
is needed is a learned discourse on these issues by well-qualified Muslims

in a language which comtemporary Westemners can understand (42).
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There is an urgent need for the estalishment of institutions, both in

the west and in the Muslim world, which have religious scholars, natural and
social scientists, people trainedin humanities, artists and architects,
computer scientists, experts in information technology and other branches
ot science. Such institutions will produce a generation of scholars who will
be able to address issues most likely to cause a clash in the next century

between Muslims and the West and help to avert it (43)
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38- Zafar Ishaq Ansari, John L, Esposito, Muslims and the West
Encounter and Dialogue (Islamic Research Institute, Internationat
Islamic University Islamabad, ist Edition, 2001)p30-31.
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42- Muslims and the West Encounter and Dialogue, P272,

43- Musiims and the West Encounter and Dialogue, P273.
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