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There have also been-peolitical
assassinations. - But since the
killing of the PPP leader Hayat
Mohammad Khan Sherpao’in a
bomb blast in Peshawar on
February 8, 1975, this is the
only occasion when an explo-
sive device was pointedly
aimed at the main speakersina
public meeting. Again, unlike
the relatively small student
gathering at which Mr Sherpao
was killed, this was a large
public meeting and casualties
have been staggeringly high. It
has also come at a very critical
moment’in our history when the
national drift has created an
environment of deep fear and
uncertaintyl. It is significant
thar this ppligically motivated
act of terrer was staged in La-
hore, which remained rela-
tively calm when Karach,
Peshawar and Quetta were
rocked by bomb blasts or ethnic
clashes.

Monday's bomb explosion
raises many disturbing ques-
tions. It was in all appearances
a thorough professional job.
According to reports,- the de-
vice was planted in a flower
vase delivercd by some un
known person. It was a highly
sophisticated device, carciully
timed to go off to do maximum
damage. There is stillno clue as
to who the culprits are or might
have been. Nor is it clear
whether the aim was to elim
nate Allama Zaheor and other
Jamiut leaders or had a more
sinister purpose, namely to
create an atmosphere of terror
and strengthen the forces of de-

“stabilisation in the country.
One also does not know
whether Allama Zaheer und his
-party’s strong dissenting posi-
tion on certain political and
controversial legislative issues
ecarned them the blind animo-
sity of certain forces leading to
the monstrous act of assassina-
tion which has now claimed its
frightful toll. Irrespective of

the sinister motives of the
perpetsators of this crime, no
effort or ingenuity mus

spured to trace the culp

whoever they. are and bring
them - to justice. Similarly,
every effort must now be made
to preserve an environment of

_tranquillity so that the process

of opinion formation can con-
tinue as part of an open and
legitimate political, process.
Just about a vear ago, some of
the largest public rallies ever
were held in a completely
peaceful manner. The cost to
our polity will be grievous if
peace and public order are not
protected against the machina-
nons of the forces of violence
and disorder. The major res-
ponsibility jn this regard rests
upon the authorities whose
foremost task is to track down
the saboteurs who are guilty of
Monday’s blast. They should
also rake the necessary precau-
tions to forestall any future acts
of political terrorism and sub-
version in the country. The

custodians of public order and -

security have an onerous duty
to perform. For their part, the
political parties too must now
be more alert abour the secu-
rity situation at their rallies
and meetings. But on no ac-
count must the political process
be allowed to be tampered with
or put under undue trammels.
It is unfortunate that the au-
thorities have not been able to
check the rapid spread of il-
legal urms in the country. Free
availability of such weapons
makes things only too easy for
potential terrorists. In spite of
repealed assurances, no suc-
cessful campaign has yet been
launched 1o rid society of un-
lawful, sophisticated wea-
ponry. The cult of violence is

“gaining strength and virulence

at an alarming rate. We need
all our resources and will to
couwer  this  trend which
portends danger to sociery and

our polity.
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crowded meeting of the vouth
wing of Jamiar Ahle Hadith.
Allama Zaheer was addressing
the meeting when the blast oc-
curred and he was seriously
wounded. He was later flown to
Saudi Arabia for medical treat-
ment where, after the amputa-
tion of his right leg, he
succumbed to his injuries in’
the small hours of Mondavy.
His death has understandably
thrown a pall of gloom over the
country, raising disturbing
questions about the likely con-
sequences of politically moti-
vated violence at this-¢rirical
juncture in the nation’s history.
This act of terrorism has raken
a shattering toll in the death of
Allama * Zaheer, a religious
.scholar and political leader of
great capabilities and promise.
It is shocking to learn that he
was only 46 when his life was so
cruelly cut short by a fiendish
act of criminality. As Secretary-
General of the Jamiat, he was

the moving spirit behind his
party and his integrity and
sense of commitment to his
cause were exemplary. We
shall miss him all the more be-
cause of his courage and his

A national

THERE is shock and dismay
over 'the bomb explosion in o
Pakistan Day public meeting in
Lahore which claimed a terni-
ble toll of casualties. That eight
persons died and abour one
hundred were injured makes it
one of the worst incidents of its
kind in recent years. Among
those critically injured is Al-
luma  Ehsun  Elaht  Zaheer,
leader of Jamiat Ahle Haduh.
He was addressing the meetng
called by the youth wing of the
Jamiat when the bomb went

leadership qualities. His death

has 'been condoled. amidst
glowing tributes and loving re-
miniscences, by leaders ar all
persuasions. Apart from oeing
an eloquent exponent of Islam.
Allama Zaheer was a man of
learning in a wider - sense,
having graduated in Jaw and ac-
quired masters’ degree in as
many as six subjects. He was
also” educated at the Madina
University. As an author of
several books in Arabic, he
was held in high esteem in the
Islamic world. Tt is not usual for
a man as involved as he was
politically and in contemporary
issues of life to have such scho-
larly achievements to his cre-
dit. At a time when violence has
spread at an alarming rate,
Allama Zaheer has become its
most notable.victim. His death
should shock us into an aware-
ness of what this horrific aber-
ration, this drift could entail for
the future of the nation. Allama
Zaheer was a democrat and a

ire: man of religion, who did
rol < ormpromise his relicin
Tesnavicting or his politwai b

linfs either tor expediencies or
tor fear of retribution.

tragedy

off . It was ostensibly aimed at
Allama Zaheer and the other
prominent leaders and activists
of the party. Maulana Habibur
Rehman Yazdani, Naib Amir of
the Jamiat, is among those kil-
led. Even in the.current pers-
pective of widespread violence
and. subversion, this one
touches a new benchmark ‘in
our turbulent political history.
P_oht'u'al meetings  have been
disriipted in the past and minor
blasts have occurred on the

| periphery of public gatherings,




experience. It is itriguing why it has happened in
Lahore and that wo on PaKistan Day. But whosoever
is behind it has made a caleulated effort to sow the
seeds of strife ina province which has hitherto had a
peacetu] political hife.

Needless to say such mcidents are prone o disrupt.
the deniocratic process and strengthen the hands ot
those who advocate total clampdown on all political
activides in the name of peace and stability. Violence
as a political weapon has been made possible by the
prulii‘cratiun of arms of all sorts in the open market,
which are easily available to those who can afford to
buy them. I the Governnient is keen to safeguard the
life and property of its citizens, it should act decisive-
ly to put an end to the growing “‘culture of
Kalashnikovs”. The tragic incident at Lahore inay
have far-reaching consequences and can be exploited
by the vested interest to loment nouble und conflict
between different sections ol sodiety. It may also lead
to disturbances and mass violence.

Undoubtedly it is the work of unscrupulous
disruptionists who are out to wreek the peace and-
solidarity ol the nation, but the Government cannot
be absolved ol 1ts responsibility to ensure the safery
of the citizens, Its tallure to muhe adequate security
arrangements on Pakistan Day is 4 serious  lapse and
will reflect adversely on its credibility. It is tune a
wholchearted ctfort was made to tackle the growing
menace of violence in politics. It 1s an issue on which
all pawiotic elements, regardless of their political
affiliations, would be willing to cooperate.

The Government, despite its tall claims to punish
the disruptionists, has so far failed to contain
violence; and if the incident at Lahore is treated like
routine business, the horitying phenoinenon inay
cause irreparable damage. The litmus test of
government sincerity and efficiency would be how
soon the probe is made and the facts of the mutter
brought to light.

-~ THE PAKISTAN TIMES \

Death of a crusader

WITH the death of Allama more tragic -dimension and ad,
Ehsan Elahi Zaheer in a Riyadh ded a more sinister twist to the
hospital, the infamy of the possible motives behind the
bomb blast in which he was murderous plot. Eight persons
seriously injured on Pakistan had died when the explosive
Day in Lahore has acquired a device had gone off in the
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Allama Ehsan Elahi Zaheer

"ALLAMA Ehsan Elahi Zaheer’s demise has deprived
the country of a religious scholar and a political
leader. With his death the toll of victims of the bomb
blast at the public meeting on March 23 in Lahore has
come to nine. Allama Zaheer received his religious .
education at Jamia Mohammadia, Gujranwala, and
the Islamic University, Madina. Later, he acquired
Magter’s degrees in six subjects, including Arabic,
Persian, English and Urdu. He was an enlightened
religious ‘altm’ who did not see eye-to-éye with .
obscurantist and semi-literate maulvis. As an anti-
imperialist, he exposed such elements which have
had direct or indirect .links with imperialism or
Zionism. For him there was no incompatibility
between Islam and democracy. He, therefore,
consistently opposed the Martial Law regime and the
nominated Majlis-e-Shoora. Healso had no liking for
the successor regime that came int~ existence as a
result of “partyless” elections. The Sharah Bill,
sponsored by jamaat-e-Islami, was the object of his
sharp criticism.

So far there is no clue about the persons respons.
ible for the bomb blast that killed Allama Zaheer. It
is a dastardly political murder, following the
assassination of Fazil Rahu, Hisbani and Saadatullah.
While it is true that proliferation of arms has
increased the incidence of crime, political murders
are no ordinary criminal acts. These are always the
result of conspiracy by political opponents. If the
Government fails to trace and apprehend the real
culprits, the aggrieved parties will begin to suspect an
IOfleicm hand in the assassination of opposition
eaders,

THE MUSLIM
Violence in politics

TEN people were killed and 91 i}mjured when a
powerful  bomb went off during the course of a :
Pakistan Day meeting of Jammiat-Ahle Hadces at ‘

Lahore. It is far too early to say which clements are
responsible for this heinous crime. Hopefully, the
police will give a better account of its investigating
prowess than has been evident with regard to similar
_incidents in the past. Bomb blasts have become a
recurring phenomenon in the Frontier, and Sind too
has had its share of political violence, but this is the
first time that Punjab has gone through such an
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