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"No strict order as to 'earlier' and 'later' is

observed in the Torah... which means that the

chapters and verses of the Torah are not

necessarily recorded in the order in which they

were given or the order in which they happened.

This interpretative principle and the identification

of "book of the cowvenant" can be explained only

if one assumes that the Torah was not given all

at once. Indeed, the amora Yohanan bar

Nappaha (fl. first half of the third century CE)

transmits in the name of the tanna Bana'ah that

"the Torah was given section by section"...

Midrash tanhuma' tells that while the people of

Israel were still enslaved in Egypt, "they

possessed scrolls, in which they delighted from

Sabbath to Sabbath, which said that the Holy

One, blessed be He, would redeem them." s
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Al-Faruqi, Isma'il Raji, Trialogue of the Abrahamic Faiths,

Virginia: International Institute of Islamic Thought, 1991, pp 13-18
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