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A view of poetry text editing with special reference of
Quliyat-e-Meer

Dr. Shahabuddin Saqib, Department of Urdu, Alighar Muslim
University, Alighar, India.

Abstract:

Muhammad Taqi Meer (1722-1810) is one of the renouned
bilingual Poets of Urdu and Persian. Meer's Urdu "Kulliyat”
(Collection of Urdu Poetry containing Six Diwans) were published
by Fort William College Calcutta in 1911, but some textual
mistakes are found in that edition. From Muhammad Hussain
Azad's Pioneer Work "Ab-e-Hayat" (1880) to Shamsur Rahman
Faroogi's scholarly book "Sher-e-Shor Angez" (4Volumes 1990) for
a period of 110 year Meer's biographical sketch and his Urdu
Poetry caught the attention of scholars. Prof. Khwaja Ahmad
Faroogi, Prof. Nisar Ahmad Farooqi, Safdar Aah, Prof. Syed
Abdullah, Qazi Abdul wodood, Abdul Bari Aasi, Maulvi Abdul Hag,
Sir Shah Sulaiman, Prof. Qazi Afzal Hussain and Dr. Jameel Jalibi
etc. made Meer’s life and his Urdu Poetry as their subject of study.
There is barely any later poet, from Mus-hafi to Hasrat Mohani
who has not expressed his admiration for the Imamul
Mutaghazzeleen, the "Leader of Lyrists." Meer is a celebrated and
established poetic genius of Urdu Poetry. He is always held in high
esteem as a great and innovative Urdu Poet. His contribution to
Urdu Poetry has been appreciated. But his "Kulliyat” has not been
seriously edited until now. However, some scholars like Abdul Bari
Aasi, Munshi Navalkishore, Zill-e-Abbas Abbasi, Dr. Akbar Haidery
Kashmir, Syed Ihtesham Hussain, Kalb-e-Ali Fayiq, Dr. Ibadat
Barelvi etc. edited the Meer's Kulliyat but no one may be called
authentic. Dr. Ahmad Mahfooz also made some corrections on the
text edited by Zill-e-Abbas Abbasi, under the supervision of  Jb.
Shamsur Rahman Faroogi, which has been published in two
volumes by National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language New
Delhi in 2003 and 2007.
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