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The Key Premises of Feminism: Igbal's Response

Dr. Najeeba Arif, Assistant Professor, Department of Urdu,
International Islamic University, Islamabad.

Abstract:

"Self' or "ego” is the most significant premise of Igbal's philosophy and
he has woven his poetic themes as well as philosophic arguments based
on it. He believed in the exaltation of "man" by exploiting all his hidden
possibilities and potential. He claims that self independence is the soul
of self and without being independent; politically, economically,
intellectually and sodially, one cannot nourish ones ego or self. Does he
allow granting this independence to the "wo-man” too? And if not
granted, does he agree to strive for it? This is the key question of the
artide. It is generally believed that feminism is not Igbal's piece of cake;
he had a very traditional and consetvative approach about women in an
ideal Muslim society.' But a close study of his poetry and prose reveals
his diverging thoughts and indecisive state of mind in this respect.
Brought up in a male dominated society and educated in a
comparatively liberal but not ideal environment of Europe, he was
convinced that woman should be given a restricted role in the society
and thus acts like a conformist. Yet he cannot forget the role of Muslim
women as teachers, judges, scholars and law experts. The article gives
a study of the development of his thought in the context of the feminist
movement.
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Women are capable of education, but they are not
made for activities, which demand a universal faculty
such as the more advanced sciences, philosophy and
certain forms of artistic production.... Women
requlate their actions not by the demands of
universality, but by arbitrary inclinations and
;‘ opinions. 2
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female, and made you into nations and tribes. that
you may know one another. (P 700)
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clay of altered mud. (P 340)
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And do not marry Al Mushrikat (idolatresses etc) till
they believe (worship Allah Alone). And Indeed a

slave woman who believe is better than a free
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mushrikah (idolatress), even though she pleases
you. And give not (your daughters) in marriage to
almushrikun till they believe (in Allah Alone), and
verily a believing slave is better than a (free) mushrik
(idolater), eben though he pieases you. (p. 48)
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carefully watches over it. the mother can give her child milk to suck but our dear
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mother Jesus can feed us with himself, and he does so most generously and most
tenderly.”
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"Let your women keep silence in the churches, () d; G L’UJ’: e d& Lord Jﬂb
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"Christ was begotten of a woman, born of a woman, nourished of a woman, obedient
to a woman... he healed women, pardoned women, comforted women.., after his
resurrection, appeared first to a woman."”
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"If Adam had not approved that deedwhich Eve had done and been willing to tread
the steps which she had gone, he being her head would have reproved her, have
made the commandment a bit to restrain him from breaking his master's
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