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An overview of the measures taken for
implementing Urdu in Punjab legislative council

Dr. Muhammad Arshad Awasi, Assistant Professor, Department
of Urdu, G.C. University, Faisalabad, Pakistan.

Abstract:

The First World War gave momentum to the growing demand for
self-government in British India. The new constitutional reforms,
under the Montague-Chelmsford scheme, were, therefore
introduced by the British Government. The purpose of this reform
scheme was to introduce new system of Government in the
provinces with the name of diarchy, i.e., double government. The
first Punjab Legislative Council under the 1919 Act was constituted
in 1921. The Council comprised 93 members, seventhly percent to
be elected and rest to be nominated: and a period of three years
was doddered as the council's term. This article briefly reviews the
efforts of the council which it made for the promotion and
advancement of Urdu Language in the Punjab in the four districts
and interconnected phases of its existence from 1921 to 1936.

The article also highlights some of the arguments that took place
during the meetings of the council and presents the points of view
of some of the members of the council regarding adopting Urdu as
the medium of instruction as well.
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