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Background and fore ground of Igbal's
concepts of innovation (Ijtehad)

Dr. Shahid Igbal Kamran, Chairman, Department of Urdu,
Allama Igbal Open University, Islamabad.

Abstract:

Igbal has stressed the need of reconstruction of religious thought
to combat with the challenges of modern era from the very
beginning of his writings. The fact of the matters is that Igbal
takes Islam as a dynamic movement instead of mere a traditional
religion. In his sixth lecture "The Principal of Movement in the
Structure of Islam" Igbal presented this concept in an elaborated
and compact format. This essay is an attempt to highlight the
formation of modemn Islamic democratic state with the perspective
of Igbal's concept of Ijtehad.
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"...You know that the ethical training of the masses of
our community is principally in the hands of a very
inefficient class of Moulvies or public preachers, the
range of whose knowlege of Muslim history and
literature is extremely limited."
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"The change in the position of the individual, his
intellectual liberation and infinite advance in natural
science have entirely changed the substance of
modern life so that the kind of scholasticism or
theological thought wihich satisfied a Muslim in the
Middle Ages would not satisfy him today. This does not
mean an injury to the spirit fo religion. But it certainly
contradicts traditional views. If rejuvenation of Muslim
life and the regaining of original depths are desirable
then a rebuilding of theological thought is absolutely
neceassary. "
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"Spiritually, the older theology is, generally speaking, a

set of worn-out ideas; educaltionally, it has no value in

view of the rise of new, and restatement of old

problems. What is needed today is intellectual activity

in fresh channels and the building of a new thology
and kalam."
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"The word literally means to exert. In the terminology
of Islamic law it means to exert with a view to form an
independent judgement on a legal question.”
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"The primary source of the law of Islam is the
Qur'an.The Qur*an however, is not a legal code. Its
main purpose, .... is to awaken in man the higher

consciousness of his relation with God and the

universe."
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"(1) complete authority in legislation which is
practically confined to the founders of the schools, (2)
relative authority which is to be exercised within the
limits of a particular school, and (3) special authority
which relates to the determining of the law applicable
to a particular case left undetermined by the founders.
In this paper I am concerned with the first degree of
Ijtihad only, i.e. complete authority in legislation."
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"...the ultimate fate of a people does not depend so
much on organization as on the worth and power of
individual men."
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"This fact alone is sufficient to show how incessantly
our early doctors of law worked in order to meet the
necessities of a growing civilization. With the
expansion of conquest and the consequent widening of
the outlook of Islam these early legists had to take a
wider view of things, and to study local conditions of
life and habits of new peoples that came within the
fold of Islam. A careful study of the various schools of
legal opinion, in the light of contemporary social and
political history, reveals that they gradually passed

from the deductive to the inductive attitude in their
efforts at interpretation." fA
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"For our present purposes, however, we must
distinguish traditions of a purely legal import from
those which are of a non-legal character. With regard
to the former, there arises a very important question
as to how far they embody the pre-Islamic usages of
Arabia which were in some cases left intact, and in
others modified by the prophet. It is difficult to make
this discovery, for our early writers do not always refer
to pre-Islamic usages. Nor is it possible to discover
that usages, left intact by express or tacit approvel of
the prophet, were intended to be universal in their
application. Shah Wali ullah has a very illuminating
discussion on the point. I reproduce here the
substance of his view. The prophetic method of
teaching, according to Shah Wali ullah, is that,
generally speaking, the law revealed by a prophet
takes especial notice of the habits, ways, and
peculiarities of the people to whom he is specifically
sent. The prophet who aims at all-embracing
principles, however, can neither reveal different
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principles for different peoples, nor leaves them to
work out their own rules of conduct. His method is to
train one particular people, and to use them as a
nucleus for the building up of a universal Shari*ah. In
doing so he accentuates the principles underlying the
social life of all mankind, and applies them to concrete
cases in the light of the specific habits of the people
immediately befor him. The Shari’ah values (Ahkam)
resulting from this application(e.g. rules relating to
penalties for crimes) are in a sense specific to that
people; and since their observance is not an end in
itself they cannot be strictly enforced in the case of
future generations. It was perhaps in view of this that
Abu Hanifah, who had a keen insight into the universal
character of Islam, made practically no use of these
traditions. The fact that he introduced the principle of
Istihsan, i.e. juristic preference, which necessitates a
careful study of actual conditions in legal thinking,
throws furter light on the motives which determined
his attiude towards this source of Muhammad Law."
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"Possibly its transformation into a permanent
legislative institution was contrary to the political
interests of the kind of absolute monarchy that grew
up in Islam immediately after the fourth Caliph. It was,
I think, favourable to the interest of the Umayyad and
the Abbaside Caliphs to leave the power of Ijtihad to
individual Mujtahids rather than encourage the

formation of a permanent assembly which might
become too powerful for them."
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"We find that the idea of Ijtihad, reinforced and

broadened by modern philosophical ideas, has long

been working in the religious and political thought of

the Turkish nation. This is clear from Halim Sabit’s

new theoy of Muhammadan Law, grounded on modern
sociological concepts. If the renaissance of Islam is a
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fact, and I believe it is a fact, we too one day, like the
Turks, will have to re-evaluate our intellectual
inheritance."
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*...Islam is a harmony of idealism and positivism; and,
as a Unity of the eternal verities of freedom, equality,
and solidarity, has no fartherland.”

YU aos ug,fgfuﬁwdyJ:,,;wré%ﬂ:,uu‘a./é. (U/l”]
§3e - ¥ fo- UL purt ICCUEA S U L
- uﬁ’;{bib«égfw:abla
gt LIPS L T s B GG £ e e
G s e dtp £ 05 o - Y SESIBILE L Ui

i ;f”ﬂ:'h:u?«u;rty::ﬁ;



sl It E e sl S bisd LS ot
L Lyt Sonse PP L bt L S LS TN 6 s
HFPEES AN S m SO Feiond s 0B
V- gjlglf:,m"“d)%'ufgjg L J?Jﬂrl.’u‘»/_/_ cwfu.‘.'(_/;lr,g,q»'
)UTU;JUU(}'MLL/UQ. caU.léﬁ u/]uﬁc./u:)ﬁ'muf,g,«g/»@/’
oty S gUS’.‘ SR FEL [Py ..{)‘/'L gVt i‘-l/fdu
d/:«l,gﬂoﬂ/:"...u#-ﬁ Jsisbne I fJLo’o'lJ/lz,/» u,,}’ Ut -
£ = tblFy u’)jé I d s P Jt'.g{ sk SUtnl e J}JJ)G’U/‘L
Yol P SEEBIE Ot Bim i e Lo S S
u‘guj‘i/k"féo?{lb/r,wuﬁcabf‘jﬁryulc«lawlygflﬁ&J“Léb»fﬁ?,/:
e SEQ SIS U bl TP LS s i o
S :«Q}’l};xgﬁ VJTJ)C?A':«U?;L&{ :ﬁ::‘.’u“b?c_ rﬂflﬁ Lﬁg (31-,
csa Gl Ll L g A ekt BT FEL e br ol
2 i L UG i g L0 K 1 F L il
(G AL PG L ot 0 2 P65 U 7S oD 0t
S1e P L S P esle s d/pb)/lf(::@ﬂ;b;»‘”
<« Z byl Ja}?»ﬁd?'ﬁ/)_uz Z..l: s.J,.;C.— Ui’ d//""lpu)
S Lo JSITIUE P S p SE Ty  SE U S
e S5 See TG e St L eyt L b i x
Lot Tt ol erla U S Ut ok T & SR P e . Z S AR
S UG S el

"The essence of Tauhid, as a working idea, is equality,

solidarity, and freedom. The state, from the Islamic

standpoint, is an endeavour to transform these ideal

principles into space-time forces, an aspiration to
realize them in a definite human organization. It is in
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this sense alone that the state in Islam is a theocracy,
not in the sense that it is headed by a representative
of God on earth who can always screen his despotic
will behind his supposed infallibility."
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"...for Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp
that Arabian imperialism was forced to give it, to
mobilize its law, its education, its culture, and to bring

them into closer contact with its own original spirit and
with the spirit of modern times."
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"...The merely material has no substance until we
discover it rooted in the spiritual. There is no such
thing as a profane world. All this immensity of matter
constitutes a scope for the self-realization of spirit. All
is holy ground. As the prophet so beautifully puts it:
‘The whole of this earth is a mosque.' The state,
according to Islam, is only an effort to realize the
spirtual in a human organization. But in this sense all
state, not based on mere domination and aiming at the
realizaton of ideal principles, is theocratic."
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"The republican form of government is not only
thoroughly consistent with the spirit of Islam, but has

also become a necessity in view of the new forces
that are set free in the world of Islam."
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"_..the legislative activity of a modern Muslim assembly

which must consist, at least for the present, mostly of

men possessing no knowlege of the subtleties of

Muhammadan Law. Such an assembly may make
grave mistakes in their interpretation of law. How can
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we exclude or at least reduce the possibilities of
erroneous interpretation.?"
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"The Ulema should form a vital part of a Muslim

legislative assembly helping and guiding free
discussion on questions relating to law." &F
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"The present state of the administration of
Muhammadan Law in this country is simply deplorable
and there are difficulties, which can be solved through
legislative agencies only. Muhammadan professional
lawyers thoroughly well-grounded in the principles of
Muhammadan Law will be of the greatest help both in
court and council.”
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"The only effective remedy for the possibilities of

erroneous interpretations is to reform the present
system of legal education in Muhammadan countries,
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to extend its sphere, and to combine it with an
intelligent study of modren jurisprudence."
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"Considering, then the peculiar nature of our
community, the teachings of Islam, and the revelation
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of physiology and biology on the subject, it is clear
that the Muslim women should continute to occupy the
position in society which Islam has alloted to her. And
the position which has been alloted to her must
determine the nature of her education........ The
woman is the principal depositary of the religious
idea. In the interests of a continuous national life,
therefore, it is extremely necessary to give her, in the
first place, a sound religious education. That must,
however, be supplemented by a general knowledge of
Muslim history, domestic economy, and hygien. This
will enable her to give a degree of intellectual
companionship to her husband and successfully to do
the duties of motherhood which, in my opinion, is the
principal function of the woman. All subjects which
have a tendency to de-womanise and to de-Muslamise
her, must be carefully exuluded from her
education." 0¢
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" Marriage, according to Muhammadan Law, is a civil
contract. The wife at the time of marriage is at liberty
to get the husjand s power of divorce defegated to her
on stated conditions, and thus secure equality of
divorce with her husband. The reform suggested by
the poet relating to the rule of inheritance is based on
a misunderstanding. From the inequality of their legal
shares it must not be supposed that the rule assumes
the superiority of males over females. Such an
assumption would be contrary to the spirit of Islam.
The Qur'an says:
“And for women are rights over men similar to those
for men over women" (2:228)
The share of the daughter is determined not by any
inferiority inherent in her, but in view of her economic
opportunities, and the place she occupies in the social
struture of which she is a part and parcel."
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" While the daughter, accordig to Muhammadan Law,

is held to be full owner of the property given to her by

both the father and the husband at the time of her

marriage; while, further, she obsolutely owns her

dower-money which may be prompt or deferred

according to her own choice, and in lieu of which she

can hold possession of the whole of her husband™s

property till payment, the responsibility of maintaining

her throughout her life is wholly thrown on the

husband. If you judge the working of the rule of

inheritance from this point of view, you will find that

there is no material diffdrence between the economic
position of sons and daughters-----
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> Muhammad Igbal: "The muslim community, Discourses of Igbal", P.62.
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" The Quran is a book which emphasizes 'deed' rather than ‘idea".
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w Muhammad Igbal 'The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, edited by M,

Saeed Sheikh (Lahore: Igbal acadmy Pakistan/ institute of Islamic Culture, second

edition, 1989) P-XXI
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pie Muhammad Igbal, letter to Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, Discourses of Igbal,

compiled and edited by Shahid Hussain Razzagi( Lahore: Igbal acadmy Pakistan,

second edition 2003) P-161.
2 (G126 ) L I 102 40, fb 1B Tosl 7 Lo 5B 1LE
AP’ She L T IS5t o G
N B b B F oy B 525 2
Jrir iz oo de JGIag G P v SN b s G
ZOAMLL (881 Sk st s L}‘))d/kf)

)% 4

[

r

¥

A e Muhammad Iqbal, letter to Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, Discourses of Igbal, P.161,

162.
O oL b JBI b ABTasl 7 bk b3 1S
F o) S\riaf ol b U FE e (o201 5 12
i L1 g r o
PALL(19A Fess

w Muhammad Igbal ’ The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 117.
e ST
_PAS L
_ir’ou’(;W\OJﬂGbB/]:«luJ”‘dﬁgﬂ;):%bﬂgdg‘fﬂf»’/)l}

w Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P.131.

_m‘ma‘f‘;‘m}:@‘gjg"rj

w Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 118.

3 %

s ® =z s

s X%

e prnMA:utﬁw;(Ig:Df”



I ae JEJGLE
P Sl
e Sl
el
v Sl

Muhammad Iqbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 120.
iy Jg(}:@ Joié

e rre Lol

Sl

rre Sl

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 131.
_roau‘,g,?‘},@uglj
-roo Sl

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 136-137.

1o JE UG
AN AT IS

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 137-138.

e apkE Y5
PN Sl
ALl

Ly Sl

rerrer Sl

Muhammad Iqbal The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 121.

rr‘ou’,wd-’c UoLé

)A¢
L

TR G0

w
H
rr

w

o
rr

o

hah)

Je

*

rf'"%il\!u‘ﬁ‘u;rlgq}f;



¥

e Seb Sy Foc GO Sl 1 s

-
B

*

)

[

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of refigious thought in Islam, P. 123-124,
I fpao S s %
LS LT NI P L a5 s

e b AHSHL L ST JG
1o fui S JpLg
bt Bor I Ll PG L Jo 5 et Sl i A AU

RT3k

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 122-123.

_rrAJ,_g,gJ:@U@j *

Jo
Muhammad Igbal, Presidential address to the Ail India Muslim Leage, 1930 at

Allahabad Discovrses of Igbal, compiled and edited by Shahid Hussain Razzaqi, P.84.
PR Sl A RIS AT U B UGE ¥

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 123.
A JEUGE %
SASAIBI o (el s GLE o2

m
Muhammad Igba! ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 125.
s UGS *
ol
g

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 139.
P JTUGLE

oSl o

e

< ‘X

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 139-140.

,rnq‘lA:quﬁrlg:Of”



S FUGLE

ar

Muhammad Igbal, letter to Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, Discourses of Igbal, P.163.
SO DL b BTl 2k s USLE

or

Muhammad Igbal The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 140.

_VLlu’lgﬁup.lj W

00

Muhammad Igbal, The muslim community, Discourses of Igbal, P.63-64.

o

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 134-135.

_hu‘,g,w}:@‘dg?uj PAS

o

Muhammad Igbal ' The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam, P. 135.

_rwr‘f}gd:@“‘dg?ij bAe

IJ}é(}J ._?//‘»;
NSz 7 e S NG SRR G T e

_Ga g Gt Tru s 2ot el UB1 7 B r
A st 2L Tl e uoldifarzr UBIave " JGLE _r
-,lqAr‘ng[z‘mu‘r,,z,"‘m),{/;ﬁ;‘;,wg,y;twfj’:dgij _r
TN I L Bl cbed SLBJoLE 2o

oot eslb s P W O S JGE
Shaikh M. Saeed: Reconstruction of Religious thought in Islam, 2nd edition Lahore,
Igbal Academy, Institute of Islamic Culture, 1989, P-21.
M. Igbal: "Presidential address to the "All India Muslim League", edited and complied
by Shahid Hussain Razzaqi, Lahore, Igbal Academy, 2nd Edition, 2003.

pr"96|A:U/¢t}J;r lgrg}:?



