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Darwin's Theory of Evolution and Igbal
A Collective, Discriptive & Research Vision

Abstract:

Dr. Muhammad Asif Awan, Lecturer, Department of
Urdu, G. C. University, Faisalabad.

Charles Darwin's name need not be introduced as for the
philosophy of Evolution is concerned. Struggle for existence
and natural selection are main principles of his doctrine. In
Igbal's view the basic drawback of Drawin’s philosophy is
material and mechanical determinism, whereas evolutionary
process is not limited to matter or mechanical laws only. Igbal
believes that life's free mobility and creativity are the intrinsic
characteristics of the philosophy of evolution.
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"As natural selection acts solely by the

preservation of profitable modifications, each new

form will tend in a fully - stocked country to take

the place of, and finally to exerminate, its own less

improved parent porm and other less favoured

forms with whihc it comes into competition. Thus

extinction and naturai selection go hand in hand)_
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"Some variations provide the organisms with an
advantage over the rest of the population in the

struggle for existence.” 1"
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"Every being which during its natural life time

produces several eggs or seeds must suffer

destruction during some period of its life, and

during some season or occasional year; ctherwise,

on the principal of geometrical increase, its

number would quickly become so inordinately

great that no country could support the product.

Hence, as more individuals are produced than can

possibly survive, there must in every case be a

struggle for existance, either one individual with

another of the same species, or with the

individuals of distinct species or with the physical

conditions of life. [
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"There is no exception to the rule that every

organic being natrually increases at so high a rate,

that, if not destroyed, the earth would soon be

covered by the progeny of a single pair. &
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"The concept of mechanism, a purely physical
concept clamied to be the all embracing
‘explanation of Nature", j*
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"Natural science is by nature sectional; it cannot, if
it is true to its own nature and function set up its
theory as a complete view of Reality". J
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"In fact all creative activity is free activity.

Creation is opposed to repetition which is a

characteristic of mechanical action™. JF
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"Suffice it to indicate that even if the body takes

the initiative the mind does enter as a consenting

factor at a definite stage in the development of

motion”, JI*
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"The evolution of life shows that though in the
beginning, the mental is dominated by the
physical, the mental as it grows in power tends to
dominate the physical and may eventually rise to a
position of complete independnece™. }("
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"The movement of life as an organic growth
involves a progressives synthesis of its various

stages”. [0
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"The action of living orga'nisms, initiated and
planed in view of an end, is totally different to
causal action.” |1
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“"Darwin is a terrible shock to man’s justified
conviction of his own dignity over the rest of
creation, which he thinks, he enjoys by virtue of
the nobility of his mind and spirit and the sanctity
of his reason and free-will. For the implications of
his theory are that the whole of this wonderful
woHd of life is nothing but the blind and fortuitous

play of the reckless of nature ... this position is, of
course, completely antagonistic to that of Iqbal."/d
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"It s the lot of man to share in the deeper
aspiration of the universe around him and to shape
his own destiny as well as that of the universe
now by adjusting himself to its forces, now by

puttng the whole of his energy to mould its forces

to his own ends and purposes.” }
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"The animal can adopt its actions to the chaned
conditions of its environmnets and from this
power of adaptation, we first have reason to
conclude that it posseses intélligence., Man on the
other hand, can chane the conditions about him
and adopt them to his mind. He knows how to call
forth independently new conditions which
correspond to his purpose. He creates tools for
himself, and changes the external world by his
work. He fills and chagnes the surface of his planet
with the products of his industry and skiill; and as
his practical understanding shows its surperiority
to mere adaptation by its power of initiative, his
theoretical understanding shows its superiority by
its power to arrange the perceptions it receives,

accerding to the condepts of his through”. [T
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Charles, Darwin, The Origin of Species, by Means of Natural Selection,
William Benton Publishers, Chicaga: 1987, P:80.
Paul, Edwards, et. al,, The Encyclopaedia of Philosphy, Collier MacMillan
Publishers, London, 1972, Vol:3-4, Pg.297
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Charles, Darwin, The Crigin of Species, p.33.
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Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought In Islam, Sh.
Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 1965, P.41.

As above,

As above,

Muhammad Igbal The Secrets of the Self, Translated by Reynold A.
Nicholson, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 1975, P.xix.

Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction, P.106.

As above, P.56.

As above, P.43,
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Muhammad Rafiuddin, "Igbal's Concept of Evolution” Igbal Review, Vol.1
No.Z, April, 1960, P.39. '
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