J»/ﬂif?}(ﬁ

:.,r,l)wlu’:q,ul{?:wf
Art & Tradition of Urdu "Chehar Bait"

Abstract:

Dr. Tanzeem-ul-Firdous, Assistant Professor,
Department of Urdy, University of Karachi

Besides Ghazal and other popular forms in Urdu poetry,
Chahar Baet has been also a popular and prominent genre.
Due to its subject and style of presentation through singing, it
became a most popular and attractive form of poetry. In the
last decades of 19th century, this form had made its drcle of
popularity and attraction mostly in Rohail Khand and some
areas of Rajhistan. Since it has its origin in western frontiers
of India, adjacent to Afghanistan it flourished in areas that
have over influenced by Pathan culture and tradition in
Mughal India like Rohail Khand. Later in 20th century some
important poets of Rampur and its suburbs, drove their
attention towards this genre. Nawabs and elites of such states
patronized this form and its poets who took part in creating
and presenting Chahar Baet. But as a form of poetry the
importance of Chahar Baet is due to its specific and rather
different taste towards people. So, as, this no other type of
rnetry emerged in Urdu except this Chahar Baet. Therefore it
is auite formed to look into a formative and historic scenario
of . : form with in its relevant tradition. Present article is an
attempt to look into the tradition and specifications o s
form in its historical and formative background.
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