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Abstract:
This article presents the discourse of culture and civilization in
Urdu language and literature. The article points out the elements of
combined Indian civilization which evolved through a long process
of about 700 years and influenced Urdu language and literature
which is purely the production of Sub-continent. Each civilization
has its own specific historical, geographical, social and
+.. psychological elements. But the Indian civilization has a mixture of
local and foreign elements which are indespensible to eachother.
This mixture depicts some characteristics of Islamic as well as
Hindu civilization. The new civilization formed after a long
Hindu-Muslim interaction at different levels, neither represents the
Islamic civilization nor the Hindu civilization purely and is known
as the Combined Indian Civilization. Urdu is the production of that
combined civilization and the Urdu literature has a great exposure
to this civilization. .
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“Culture... is that complex whole which includes
knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, law, customs, and any
other capabilities and habits acquired by [a human] as a
member of society.”(3)
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for behaviour acquired and transmitted by symbols,
constituting the distinctive achievements of human
groups, including their embodiment in artifacts; the
essential core of culture consists of traditional (i.e.
historically derived and selected) ideas and especially
their attached values; culture systems may, on the one
hand, be considered as products of action, on the other, as
conditional elements of future action".(4)
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"Cultural relativism is the principle that an individual's
beliefs and activities should be understood by others in
terms of that individual's own culture”.(5)
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: b+ Rita Mae Brown
| "Languége is the roadmap of a culture. It tells you where
its people come from and where they are going".(6)
: L Avram Noam Chomsky
"A language is not just words. It's a culture, a tradition, a
unification of community, a whole history that creates
what a community is. It's all embodied in a language".(7)
: &+ Frantz Omar Fanon
"I ascribe a basic importance to the phenomenon of
language. To speak means to be in a position to use a
certain syntax, to grasp the morphology of this or that
language, but it means above all to assume a culture, to
support the weight of a civilization".(8)

_ :JbrLLev Semyonovich Vygotsky
"Language and culture are the frameworks through which
humans experience, communicate and understand
reality".(9)
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