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Abstract:

City of Lahore was a trade centre since ages. Traders from all
over the world used to come and sell their products, which
proved to be bloodline for the local art and crafts. Many forms
of artistic expressions flourished here. Artists and artisans were
encouraged and patronised by the rulers but these times of
creativity ended when the Mughals lost control of the region
and the city was plundered and looted both by the locals and
foreigners. That's why we see no substantial work produced
during the 18th century, in and around Lahore that could be
worth mentioning. First half of 19th century again saw a
peaceful Lahore under the rule of a Sikh ruler Maharaja Ranjit
Singh who had a good eye for arts. This period proved to be
revival of local arts in true sense. Artists and artisans enjoyed
immense wealth and respect during the peak days of Lahore.
Many areas, were named after them or their professions, a way
to pay tribute to their contribution to the city.
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