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Abstract:
The human being of the present time came to the step of
culture and civilization through various stages. Now the man
called cultured and civilized.

In this paper it has been described that what was the
social status of the man in ancient time and through which
process and stages he reached to the present civilized and
cultured period. The definition of culture and civilization and
the difference between these two anthropological terms also
has been given with various references and than it has been
shown that how with the passage of time and the
improvement of social structure in human life, the people
brought changes in their life style, behavior and social values
and at the present time where the human being stands. It is
also certain that with the changing situation of the word the
human being still is in search of progress and thus he is
putting further steps towards progress.
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"Culture may be defined as behaviour peculiar to Homo
Sepiens, together with material objects used as an integral
part of this behaviour, Specifically Culture consists of
language, ideas, beliefs, customs, codes, institutions, tools,
techniques, works of art, rituals, ceremonies and so on. The

existance and use of culture depends upon an ability

possessed by mean alone.(5)
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“All the material and spritual values and the means of

creating, utalizing and passing them on, created by society

in the course of history".(6)
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"We can now define culture as that whole whose
parts are religion, beliefs, intelectual disciplines,
morals, daily transactions, social giving, arts and crafts,
customs and folkways, laws, common occupational and
all those habits which one acquires as a member of
society, which form bonds of cooperation, affinity and
unity among individuals and groups with different &
dispositions and interests, and which constitutes
urbanity as distict from barbarism culture also includes
things like developihg different activities, narrow
mindedness and intolerance, engendering, self respect,
self sacrifice and loyalty, refining modes of living,
morals and manners, common habits and ways of
speaking, regarding one's traditions and history with
respect and at the same fime improving them."(7)
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"One of the earliest definitions of culture placed its
origin with the coming of man, rather than with the coming
of the vertebrates. The frequently quoted definition of
Tylor says that "Culture is that complex whole which
includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom and
any other capabilites acquired by man as a member of
society". Redfield also speaks of culture as "an organized
body of conventional understandings manifest in art and
artifact, which, persisting through tradition, characterises a
human group”. Other students of culture, intent on making
culture a distinctly human trait, object to calling any of the

behaviour of the lower animals culture”.(8)
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" Another difficulty arises from the delimitation of culture
and civilization. There is a subtle difference. Civilization
comprehepds the ways of living and portrays the stages in
the steady march of man from the Palelithic age, embracing
different phases of development, to the modern age of
automation. Material progress is a fascinating study of the
interaction of man and his environment and his struggle for
the fulfilment of his material needs exemplified by
agriculture, trade, industry and towns etc. But culture
pertains to the ways of thinking enshrined in religion,
philosophy, sciences and fine arts. At the creative level it
finds expression in artistic and literary output. Primarily a
cerebral activity, it involves cultivation of artistic
expression. Exploration of higher human thought, as in
religion philosophy, mathematics and sciences and fine arts

implies the exercise of extra-ordinary talent and effort in
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contrast to the acquisition of skills. Hence culture reflects,
if not entirely a different phenomenon from civilization, at
least a different area of emphasis. Since civilization and
culture are so inseparably interwined together no definite

and fool proof definition may be possible.”(9)
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"To me civilisation and culture are vague terms. Whenl

think of these two words, they conjure up certain pictures

~ in my mind, they even suggest some ideas and the patterns
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in which they were worked out. One of the pitfalls in the
historical approach to a question like this is, depending
upon the temperament of the theorist, the primitivisation of
the past. In this lies the strength and the weaknewss of such

an approach. The past may be glorified or denounced. It

needs and arduous scientific historian not only to dig up the .

past but also to resurrect it as such.
I have never been able to understand exactly from what
point of history civilisation started. We talk of the old
civilisations and the primitive peoples before them, we also
talk of primitive civilisations. As a layman, I have always
preferred to believe that, with the first effort of the
primitive man at providing himself against nature,
civilisation did set in. This has its counterpart in his first
drawings on the walls of the caves that he did to occupy his
leisure.
This was the point from which both scientific and artistic
activity, that is cultural activity, originated, say, in its
embroyonic form. Another idea, I am inclined to believe in
. is the cyclic theory of history. Civilisations have always
evolved ué to a certain point, even a glorious apex, and
then perished as for example, the Babylonian or the Roman
civilisation; in some cases, like the Chiness civilisation,

they have stagnated over centuries."(10)
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Life must have been short, and not very sweet, for

Neaderthal and Cro-Magnon men. Imagine having to fight
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wild animals with knives, spearheads, and hatchets roughly
chipped from stone! Thousands of such rough stone
weapons have been found in places where geologists and
archaeologists say primitive man lived. That is w‘hy the
period from about 500,000 to aBout 10,000 years ago is
called the Old Stone Age. Men of the Old Stone Agerhad
weapons and tools made of other materials, such as bone
and the horns of animals. They probably also used clubs of
wood and bows and arrows, which have long since rotted

away.(17)
-y
&- L (Cromagnon) e (Neaderthal) J‘;;fg S
el unde G oS tblrc Grnfstmd
é‘_c-uyu.l._ﬂ:"u’/:...«'i.u:)u;d/u»f/';cc.,/?;fa.ud/g}:'«
B S SThyos St i (Archaeolégists).pw AU
WAL I ENAS VB 5oL ez d
e L AR NSO L L i Pty
Ld}di/ﬂui L&Luﬁfﬁ UstonlShnE L s \
BN L S mE L S e ks
:ujZ‘jc.LL?éNew Stone Age/-ﬁ
About ten thousand ycafs ago, primitives began making
great progress. Before that time, they had been almost
entirely at the mercy of nature. Then they learned to

co-operate with nature to get more and better food,

clothing, and sheiter. Their stone tools and weapons were
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ground to make them smooth and sharp. For convenience

historians call the period from about 10,000 to about 6,000
years agp the New Stone Age.(18)
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The earliest, human culture that we know much about was
the Mousterian culture, possessed by a man referred to as
the Neaderthal type.

Wé wish we knew more about the superorganié as it was
developed at the time of the Neanderthal man in the
Paleolithic or Old Stone Age. There, howéver, no customs
that survive so long, and very little material culture that will
persist 25,000 years in a soil that is moist a good deal of
the time. Remains of Mousterian stone culture consist
chieﬂy of two types of artifacts: (a) almond-shaped flakes
of flint, broken from a central nodule, and (b) this nodule
shaped into a stone called the Coup de poing, with a form
like the two hands put together with the palms facing each

other. The oup de poing is also found in culture much
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earlier than the Mousterian. The ustilisation of flakes from
the original stone was swell developed by Mousterian man,
for his tones bear evidance of having been retouched or
sharpened on on side. For industrial uses there were hand
stones, choppers, plaing tools, drills, borers, knives, and
scrapers with various edges as knife edge, curved outer
edge, saw edge, double edge, beak-shaped and
many-edged. There were also the hand point and a hammer
stone. For war and the chase there were spear heads, hand
stones, throwing stones, and the knife. Some bone
.implements, too, have survied; among these is a bone anvil.
Fire was known before the Mousterian culture.

From his large skull, which was of much the same size as
that of modern man, we judge that Neanderthal man had a
language, but what tradition he handed down or what his
conceptions of cosmogony were there is no way of saying.
from the way the skeletons were laid out in burial we
assume Neanderthal man had a religion, also that he lived
in family groups. That is, we assure that if a body was put
away in a grave with offerings, this procedure was
prompted by religious considerations, such as a belief in an
afterlife, and that those who attended to the details of the
burial were resumably kinsmen. However, we can have no
idea as to whether he was monogamous or polygamous in
marriage, or what the position of woman was in his society.
There probably was a division of labour between male and
female as there is in all known primitive cultures. He seems

to have lived in caves. As to clothing, there are no suvivals,
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but since the climate was much like that of Greeland
to-day, it is safe to conclude that he wore clothing. All
primitive peoples to-day have musical instruments, songs,
paintings, a system of kinship, and a village or clan
organization. But whether or not htese were to be found in

Mousterian culture, we do not know.(19)
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“In the New stone Age, a man who could make tools
and chapons out of metal was regarded as a kind of
magician. But anybody could chip an implement out of
wood or grind one from stone. Asnd most people did, long
after metals were discovered. To a large extent, metals are
the basis of civilization. In fact, the areas where metals
were first used became the cardles of civilization,

Copper in a more or less pure state was the first metal to be
commonly used. But copper is too soft to make good
weapons or tools. Soon some person or persons discovered

that a mixture of tin and copper makes a strong alloy,
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which we call bronze. Bronze proved so useful that it

greatly changed man's ways of living. Mankind was on the

threshold of the Bronze Age (c2000-c1000 B.C). Because

men either did not know how to extract iron from its ore or
found it too difficult to do so, iron was not commonly used
in Europe until about 1000 B.C.

The use of metal is only one characteristic of

civilization. Let us locate the world's first civilized 7

communities and find out what else they had in common. It
was in fertile river valleys in Africa and Asia that
civilization dawned. The homes of these earliest
civilizations were: (1) the Nile River valley in Egypt and
(2) the Tigris-Euphrates River valley in Mesopotamia
(c4000 B.C.), (3) the Indus River valley in India, (a little
later), and (later still) (4) the Yellow River valley in China
(c1500 B.C.). In the New World, shortly before the birth of
Christ, civilization was born in Central America, Mexico,
and Peru. It was from the Nile and Tigris-Euphrates river
valleys that civilization spread to Europe about 500 B.C.
This European civilization, in turn, was introduced into the
americas about 1500 A.D. (20)
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<t William. F. Ogburn
Culture was growing more rapidly at the dawn of history
than it had been during the Ice Ages, if we may judge from
the material remains. The people along the Euphrates and
the NBile at this time found themselves inheriting a much
more highly developed superorganic than did the men of -
the Old Stone Age. Writing became perfected after a long
period of improvement at the beginning of history. In
America it had reached the pictograph from among the
Maya by the time of the coming of the whites. Writing was
of tremendous importance for the growth of the
superoganic. Since culture originated with the transmission
of ways of behaviour by learning from the group, it is
readily seen that writing, which facilitates transmisston, is

in the same general order of importance as speech
itself.(21) '

GBI, E b S 2 St i
L ()l T2 e s Skt S E UG
SEE L UL Al 8 B35S e ey
St bt rio Lo S 23 fnertd Pl
Upé S Uz e $ T Tt L e
e iyt S §SEuis il

SRS frFFEL e




srelr @,L_dj;emmﬁ‘rmlg;b?,? L

At
LBl ni S Representf{f[c‘-d";@&%&w gﬁ:{/"L‘JU

Meyer F. s William F. Ogburn - by §'(§ UbJ 215 75 & o
:‘c.gwjuﬁi;wluzaﬂd/ul,)éﬁ/{LNimkoff

The speaking and understanding of a language was the big
event that helped to make the culture of man so agnificent
an achievement compared with that of the lower animals. A
language that could, merely through delicate variations in
sound, transmit an idea such as "the flood came and
destroyed the houses" was an achievement far superior to
the transmission of states of emotion by a small variety of
cries. A highly developed language gives a capacity for
conveying ideas about a tremendous variety of things. A
language also perpetuates knowledge over many
generations. Our own English language now contains about
a millions words, but even the preliterate peoples have
vocabularies of many thousand words. The simplesty
languages rest on a grammar as adequate and complicated
as our own. Some, indeed, are far more intricate. In the
Eskimo language, for example, a single noun can be used
in hundreds of forms with different meanings.

Among apes, although there is no indication of anything
approximating to language, there is some evidence of the
beginnings of symbolic experience in their gestures,
emotional cries, and calls. Of these elements of

communication, Learned identified thirty two related to
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food, drink, other animals, and persons. Since a young ape
- cannot learn a language, even when he is taught, while a
human infant can, we infer that the capacity for language
rests upon a biological development, although its exact
nature is still obscure. The sharp break between the crude
communication of the highest apes and the language of
man does not, however, imply that language was developed
suddenly. Language really did not happen as an "event” as
stated above. It must have been a very long -time in
developing, just as it cubic centimeteres (the measure of the
brain case of teh gorilla) to 1,500 cubic centimeters
(approximately the size of the skull of man).

The fact that the lower animals do not have language
makes understandable the vast difference between the
superorganic of the lower animals and that of man. The
difference is so great that by comparison the culture of the
lower animals seems slight, even negligible, so that it is
customary to say that culture originated with man. On the

whole this statement is true enough.(22)
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In passing from material to non-material culture, the
‘most nature thing is to turn to the field of language for
illustrations. Language is unquestionably the most
important phase of all culture in its implications for
personality. This fact can be seen from certain basic facts.
One of the principal differences between man and other
animals is that the alone possesses speech. Again, language
can be learned only through association with those who
possess it; and, as the reader has seen, feral men who are
reared in isiolation from their fellows fail to acquire
speech. This lack is a principal reason why such individuals
seem not to be human. Also revealing of the significance of

language for personality are cases of deaf-mutes,

individuals who becasue of physiological defect never have
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had the opportunity of hearing speech and who therefore

can never quite speak like others.(23)
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