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Abstract:

The following article deals with a very popular Urdu translation of
the Holy Quran, done by Maulana Syed Shabbir Ahmad(d:2001) —a
well-known religious scholar and founder of “Quran Aasan
Tehrik”-. The interesting thing about this translation is that it is not
his original piece of work. According to what he mentioned in the
preface, he has compiled this translation by selecting what he saw
was easier and nearer to the comprehension of a common reader.
The translation has been assembled from the existing eight popular
Urdu translations of the Holy Quran i.e. translations of Shah Abdul
Qadir, Shah Rafi' ud-Din, Maulana Waheed uz-Zaman, Shaykh
ul-Hind Maulana Mahmud ul-Hasan, Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi,
Maulana Abul A’la Mawdudi and Maulana Amin Ahsan Islahi
-May Allah bless them all-. A new thing he introduced in this
translation is that he has used red and blue colours in its print by
dividing the page into two columns, and writing the Quranic text in
the first one and its translation in the other, facing the text. The red
and blue pieces in the text correspond to the red and blue in the
translation. By doing this he has tried to beautify it as the
combination of red and blue looks beautiful and pleases the eye,
and to help convey the meanings of every word. It also helps those
who are colour blind as these two colours are the most
distinguishable with them. In this article the writer has tried to
examine this effort critically by shedding light on the prominent
features of the translation and pointing out some of its
shortcomings.
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