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Abstract:
In this article the objections raised by the Orientalists upon
the compilation of the text of Holy Quran by the third Caliph
Othman (R. A) are thoroughly examined. The author found
that all the objections raised by the Orientalists, are based on
either missing knowledge or based on intentional or
unintentional misinterpreting the data, which has created
much confusion about the authenticity of the text of the holy
Quran in their minds. The article presents an authentic data
and a complete picture of activity of the collection and
compilation of the text of the Holy Quran by the compiling
committee which had been constituted by the Third Caliph
Othman (R.A)
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..As to how they were conducted we have no
trustworthy information, tradition being here too much
under the influence of dogmatic presuppositions(11)
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..... But essentially political object of putting an end to
controversies by admitting only one form of the common

book of religion and of law this measures was
necessary.(12)
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It seems to me highly probable that this second

redaction took this simple form, Zaid read off from '
the codex which he had previously written......(16)
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Othman's Koran was not complete some passages
are evidently fragmentry and few detached pieces
are still extent which were originally part of the
Koran. although have been omitted by Zaid.
Amongst these are some which there is no reason
to suppose Mohammad desired to suppress.(17)
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Zaid may easily have overlooked a few stray

fragments , but he purposly ommited any thing he
“believed to belong to the Koran is very unlike.(18)
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In this way there arose a perplexing confusion of
readings and in place of the striving for uniformity
that one would have expected people became
accustomed to unlimited liberty in these matters so
that did not hesitate to substitute for particular
words their synonyms or to insert short
explainatory additions. This freedom was all the
more unbredled in its development as the unmayed
caliphs had little feeling on such question and
preferred to take care that passions were not

aroused by state interference in such matters.(34)
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If this is correct it is no wonder that others took
still greater liberties. Various circumstances.

contributed to the continual variations in the form
of the text.(36)
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Perhaps because in the extreme ambiguity and
imperfection of the arabic script he alone could

interpret the first edition with certainity.(38)
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