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The Talmud is written record of an oral law and tradition of old
testament in Judasim. It become the basis for many rabbinic
legal court and custums of judasim. The article is a true and fair
picture of the meaning, introduction, history, kinds, parts, scope
and importance of Talmud. So generaly it is an idea of the
varied section of the ancient and the current work of Talmud.
Though Talmud serves as a vahicle by which one enters the very
world of theworking of the holy spirit and by which one draws
close to the Divine presence itself. But side by side Talmud
contains much discussions and narratives that has little or no
practical relevance even to all the precepts and guidlines of
Jewish observance, and also its opendences with many issues of
discussions remaining apparently unresolved. But still the
Talmud continues to serve as the fountainhead and treasure
store of Jewish life and learning for a spectrum of various
Jewish outlooks and lifestyles.
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The Talmud (Hebrew: talmud "instruction, learning”, from a
root Imd "teach, study") is a central text of mainstream Judaism,
in the form of a record of rabbinic discussions pertaining to
Jewish law, ethics, philosophy, customs and history.(2)
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According to the history of Talmud
The name "Talmud" means "“teaching or study' and refrence
to the oral law which has been taught to the children of the
Israel since the time of "Moses” The name "written law" was
given to "The Old Testment" and "Oral Law" refers to all the
teachings of the "sages" consisting of the comments of the
"Bible". It has always been the teachers study to explain and
comments on the laws and ordinances until the people
understood them thouroughly and knew them by heart. The
descendants of Aaron, the preasthood was commissioned to
teach the Bible to the people Although their are very few
historical records to show us how this was a accomplished from
the days of Mosas until the time of kingdom, it is apparent that

the teaching ministry was unbroken during all those
centuries.(3)
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The encyclopedia of religion and ethics determines Talmud
in such a way, Two great works are known under the ftitle
"Talmud" a word which denotes primarily teaching and
secondarily pearning, the two works are the palestinian and
babylonian recension, both of which are inform commentaries
on the text of Mishna "Repetition” hence oral teaching by
repeated recitation was completed about A.D 200. The Talmud
consists of the mishna which the Gemara. It represents the
scholartic activities of the Jewish Rabbis from the begining of
the 3rd to the close of the 5th century. (4)
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In the world book encyclopedia it is stated:

Much of the Jewish religious contained in other books
besides the Torah. Their religious leaders, called Rabbies,
explained and interpreted the teaching of the Torah to the
people. They applied it's general laws to problems of everyday
life. The Rabbies also passed new laws which they thought were

necessary to preserve the spirit of the Torah. Finally these
teachings and laws were written down in a group of books

called "Talmud". (6)
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The Mishna is the foundation and principal part of the whole

Talmud. This book was accepted by the Jews everywhere and
was recognized as their authantic code of law.(10)
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Encyclopedia of Britannica explicates on the importance of
Talmud in these words, the Talmud (Study or learning) is the
literary culmination of the oral tradition, which according to the
Rabbis who created the Talmud, orginated at Mt. Sinai has part
of the Divine relation vouchsafed of Moses, along with the
material recorded in pentateuch in its broadest sense the Talmud
is a set of books consisting of the Mishna (Repeated Study) The
Gemara (Completion) and certain ouscliary materials.(11)
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There are two Talmuds. The Babylonian Talmud and The
Palestinian Talmud. The Palestinian Talmud however, Smaller
in scope has exerted little influence on Jewish life as a whole.
The Babylonian Talmud on the other hand has been a constant
and basis forces in word Jewry down to this every day.(19)
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Jacobs Louis comments and unfolds the details of Talmud in
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these words: In a given sugya, scriptural, Tannaic and Amoraic
statements are cited to support the various opinions. In so doing,
the Gemara will highlight semantic disagreements between
Tannaim and Amoraim (often ascribing a view to an earlier
authority as to how he may have answered a question), and
compare the Mishnaic views with passages from the Baraita.
Rarely are debates formally closed; in some instances, the final
word determines the practical law, but in many instances the
issue is left unresolove. Their is a whole literature on the -
procedural principles to be used in settlign the practical law
when disagreements exist.(23)
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In view of Leo Auerbach, the Talmud is a record of about a

thousand years of accumulated Jewish learning and wisdom in

all fields of endeavor law, religion, ethics, history, science and

folk lore. This lore is called oral law in contra_distinction to the
Bible, which is written law.(27)
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David Rosen's writes in his article "The Role of Talmud

Yesterday and Today"
As Talmud importance concerned, it regulate the gamut of
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the aspects of individual and communal life. It continued not
only to crystallize understanding of the tradition, but also to
expand the educational culture of debate and discussion. As a
result, in every generation additional commentaries and novellae
are added to the extensive corpus of Talmud study. Accordingly
the Talmud is studied together with the vast array of works of
rabbinic commentaries. The intellectual stimulation combined
with the sense of spiritual satisfaction and purpose, ensured that
the study of the Talmud and commentaries served to provide the
Jewish community down the ages with an inner world of joy
and fulfillment in the face of all outside adversity and

tribulation.(28)
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The Talmud unmasked highlight the importance of Talmud in the
following words:
An important point to note is that this work has alwasy been
regarded by the Jews as holy. They have always held it, and still
hold it, as more important than the sacred scriptures.(30)

Parnities I.B also states:
There is nothing superior to the Holy Talmud.(31)
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