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Abstract:

Kashmir is famous for its richness of beauty, culture and
traditions. It maintained close relations with different parts of
Central Asia and Iran since ancient times. In 13th century,
Kashmir became the magnetic attraction for the Muslim
missionaries, Sufis, Saints and Ulemas (Muslim theologians)
from Central Asia and Iran, who preached the message of Islam
in the region. Mostly they comprised men from all walks of life
to introduce Central Asian and Iranian skills and technologies as
well. Hazrat Shah Nemat Ullah Kirmani, Hazrat Bulbul Shah
and Hazrat Syed Ali Hamdani, the learned saints from Central
Asia and Iran visited Kashmir in the 13th and 14th century for
the purpose of preaching of Islam in Kashmir and brought with
them several disciples, some of whom were said to be skilled
craftsmen. These disciples also brought with them their own life
style, language, dress pattern, food habits etc that got
disseminated among the people of Kashmir. The influx was
such that it was feared then that all these new cultural waves
shall engulf the inhabitants, which subsequently did happen. As
a result of such close relations, the culture of Kashmir show
exuberant influences of Central Asia and Iran.
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Kashmiris carried their language and literature to
different cities of Central Asia which later on also became
important seats of learning Kashmiri settlements, as
mentioned before, were established in Kucha, Khotan,
Kashgar, Yarkand etc. and whatever influences travelled

to these cities from the Valley at different times found a
ready and warm reception at the hands of these settlers.®)
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Ancient Kashmir had far flung political and cultural
contacts with distant corners of India, with Central Asia
and Tibet and with China. Under Asoka and later Kaniska
Kashmir became part of vast empires and being
geographically situated at a central and strategic position

in Asia, it became the meeting place of caravans from the

plains of India and from distant cities in Central Asia.(4)
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Lalitaditya, who ruled from 724 to 760 A.D, was one
among the great Hindu Ruler that Kashmir has produced.
He was mighty warrior whose exploits ranged from
Bengal in the east to Central Asia deserts in the north.
From the conquered territories he brought riches and

talent to enhance the beauty and glory of his native
land.
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Kashmir has been for centuries, the fountain head of art
and culture in the East. Being at cross-roads of ancient
caravan routes in Central Asia, Kashmir has been the
meeting point of various cultures such as Semitic, the
Greek, the Buddhist, the Shaivist and the Muslims. The
distinctive feature of Kashmir is that all these cultures are
not merely stages of past history, but are living

co-existent forces.®
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Whereas, Islam was carried to Kashmir by Sufi and

Sayyid missionaries from Central Asia. Many famous

scholars from Kashmir went to that region to aquire
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mastery of Islamic Jurisprudence, Arabic Grammer,
Rhetoric, Logic, Philosophy, History, Arabic and Persian
Literature. The famous madrasas at Samarkand and

Bukhara had on their rolls some of the outstanding

scholars from Kashmir.('2)
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3) Bamazai, P.N.K., Kashmir and Central Asia, Book Traders, Lahore.
1995, Page-147.
4) Bamazai, P.N.K. Cultural and Political History of Kashmir, Vol-I,
Gulshan Books, Srinagar, 2007, Page-252.
5) Baba, Yasir Muhammad, My Land My People, Gulshan Books, Srinagar,
2007, Page-34.
6) Hassnain, F.M., Heritage of Kashmir, Gulshan Publishers, Srinagar,
2007, Page-43.
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