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Abstract:
Maulana Abdul Halim Sharar(1860 - 1926 A.D) was a great
literary figure of the sub-continent in 20th century. He wrote
prolifically on different subject. Besides biographies and
historical and imaginary novels, he also wrote on history,
culture. drama and poetry. "The Last Model of Oriental
Culture in India" which is also commonly known as
Guzashta Lucknow, 1s 8th chapter of the compilation
namely Mazamin-e Sharar. As "Guzashta Lucknow" presents
the real picture of the then Lucknow, it has got special
attention of publishers, compilers and the readers. Many
people have compiled the book. This article is a critical study
of the current compilation of the book by Muhammad Ikram
Chugtai. The compiler could not do justice with his work as
it facks in many ways and this has been proved in the paper.
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"LUCKNOW:THE LAST PHASE OF AN ORIENTAL CULTURE"
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"Below this hill were two cages in which there were two large leopards.
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Normally they lay quiet but if a fowl was given to them they would spring

on it and gobble it up whole."(p.73)
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"493.A hard sweet similar to tofee, prepared with clarified butter and

dried fruits."
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"435.Thick clotted cream. nearly semi-solid with the skin on the
top.”
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"497 Edible,gossamer-thin wafers prepared with gold andsilver
foil and used for decorative purposes.”
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"239.Written in flowery prose,often accompanied by a poem....."
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"A title of the Mughal Court, usually added to an adjective or
noun..."
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"The name given to the region of KATEHR by the Afghans who
had come originally from the mountainuous area of Afghanistan
(in the Pashtu language Roh or Rohu means a mountain....... "
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"The original houses in the enclosure survive to this day.”
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"150.Hindi LAL,red.The building was so called because of the
coloured stone or the thick red plaster of which it was built."
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"In time the Civil Lines became the residential quarters of the
Indian elite as well."
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"SAJJADA:Prayer mat,and persian NASHIN:sttting. ™
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"269.- - - - - Qatil. Insha and Rangin were personal friends:the
last two gave Urdu poetry of the Lucknow School a carefree.
youthfull and merry tone."
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“To pinion in BANK is to render the opponent helpless by
twisting his limbs in such a way that his body becomes a knot."
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"434.Thick pan cakes about six inches in diameter.fried in

clarified butter or oil:hence an expensive item.”
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"450.A simple stringed instrument with a narrow neck and a
gourd at the end.It has four to six strings- - - - "
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" 452. Also a cylindrical drum with a skin stretched over each
end.played on both sides."
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88.A preparation of fruits and vegetables cooked in spices to a
thick paste and preserved in vinegar.
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"In Lucknow some special Chutneys are also prepared from fresh
vegetables without cooking or vinegar."
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"494. A breakfast curry prepared in Lucknow according to a
special recipe.with spices and cuts of meat."
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"An earthenware goblet for drinking water,baked but left totally
unglazed.In both SURAHIS and ABKHORAS the unglazed clay
imparts a refreshing fragrance to the drinking water.”
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The dress most popular today for everyday life in the cities 1s
KURTA and trousers- - - -"
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"541.A prepared betal leaf folded in a conical fashion and
decorated with edible silver paper.”
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"Hindi BESAN :flour of chick-pea.used for washing and bathing
before the introduction of soap."
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"26. Hindi TRL.Three and PULY A.a foot bridge. The name of a
small area in Ajodhya.near the River Ghagra where there were

three foot-bridges."
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"Breech Loader.was the name of the muskets used at that time.
which were loaded from the back. Perhaps because of his
position in the army.the popular name for these muskets
--BREECH--- was added to Nawab Murtaza Khan's name."
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"40.Persian VALA., eminent. dignitary and Bansi,a town in the
district of Bansi,U.P.;also a bamboo fence. Thus Saiyyid Ahmed
either originated from the town of bansi or was so catled because
of bamboo fencing that was probably extensively used around his
house.”
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“A title conferred by the Mughal Kings as a mark of distinction
on individuals of the highest order- - - "
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"101.Hindi GARH :a small fort- - - -"
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"121.Ahmad Shah belonged to an Afghan tribe called Abdali.On

succession to the throne he assumed the title of
durr-i-dauran...... -
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"Nawab Mirza Shauq in his poems became the lover of beautiful

veiled women208 and made his poetry the scourge of onventional

morality. “(page.63)

Yo lly Ui
"208 .Muslim women are required by religion and custom tolive
in PURDAH (behind curtains),that is,inside the house.Only
immodest and loose women did not follow this custom. Hence
the expression ‘veiled women' meant modest and chaste women
whom no male outside the family had seen.'not even the sun’ as
the expression goes.This custom is dying out.”
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"It had a collar but the lapels on both sides,which were known as
PARDA 208. curtains folded over each other and covered the
chest."(page.169).
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"236.Hindi KAURI:a small shell.also the smallest denomination
of Indian currency.which became obsolete in the 1920s. At that
time four cowries were equivalent to one paisa.four paisasone
anna and sixteen annas a rupee. In the late 1960s India adopted
the decimal system in currency and one rupee 15 now equal to a
hundred new paisas.”
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"293.Nizami Arudi:born in Samarqand.lived in the early century.

A courtier and poet.”
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"295.Nasir-e-Khusraw:1004-1077. Traveller.sceptic and poet."
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"Persian TARANA melody .song;a song in a RAGA composed of

G,

simple words.usually Persian,sung in a colourful and gay melody
in fast tempo.The style was initiated by Amir Khusraw as a
result of a competition in the Court of Sultan Hussain Sharqi.
Gopal Naek sang a RAGA and Amir Khusraw was challenged to
reproduce 1t.He did so but not being proficient in the Sanskrit
language.he replaced the Sanskrit words in the song with Persian
and sang the RAGA.(BARE AGHA P-7)."
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"In Lucknow it is prepared without vegetables,"
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“47.A Rajpoot caste of meos who were converted to Islam, from
the area of Mewar(Punjab)."
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"212.The requirement to maintain the houses applies to this day.”
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"396.In fact there are many varieties of quail in India but bush

quail and button quail are the best known."
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“459.In Indian dance a collection of small bells is frequently worn

on a band round the ankles by male and female dancers alike."
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"485.KABAB is prepared in Lucknow from finely ground
e Chuy 226U UE Elosut
& Lo Nre & ke y S (N)”
Kool JC%“’M b LUt (L "finely ground"
LI
Gz L SEL Ui L e
(o) e 2 S St e JE o 2"
IR e Y

"508.The cow from which the hide is obtained is of course a
sacred animal for Hindus."
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"540. In fact the custom is simply to burn the effigies and make
derogatory remarks."”
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"Hindi KOKA.When a wet-nurse gave her milk to the infant of an
employer.her own son became a KOKA brother to the child.”
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