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Abstract:
The term “culture” or “thagafah” in Arabic lexicon is one of the most

used terms in contemporary fields of knowledge generally and in
Arabic studies particularly. Derived primarily, though, from
anthropology and sociology, it permeates every branch of Arabic
sciences and all levels of Arabic thinking. But it is a matter of great
concern that the above-said terminology is highly misunderstood and
sometimes misused by research scholars in Arabic language and
literature. In this humble piece of research, we have endeavored to
explain this multi-faceted term bringing all its hidden and confusing
aspects to light. After elaborating its literal meaning in both
languages, Arabic and English, we presented tens of its definitions by
the Arab as well as the Western scholars. Moreover, there is a
detailed discussion on the components, kinds and aspects of culture.
At the end, we have put forward various ways through which a

culture may affect a society positively.
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