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Abstract

Mir Chaughata, a 19th century Punjabi poet, hailed
from Jhang. He wrote four Vaars (epics). In "Lulerian
Mungesian Di Vaar", he has portrayed the court
intricacies of the Governor of Multan, Diwan Sawan Mal
and his subordinate ruler of Jhang, Mool Raj. Mir
Chaughata has employed a folk character in this Vaar to
expose the operational modalities of the Mool Raj,
especially the nefarious practice to extort money through
fines on specious charges so that the day-today
administration could be managed. _

The poet has shown Mool Raj as an oppressive ruler.
On the other hand, Diwan Sawan Mal has been
depicated in a romanticized aura, highlighting his
justice. He has turned Diwan Sawan Mal into an ideal
character, literally a walking treasure with a profound
knack for folk wisdom.
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"The next year, when Badan Hazari was

degraded, Sawan Mal, whose abilities were well

known to the Maharaja, was appointed Governor

or viceroy of half the province of Multan, and in

1829 he was made Governor of the whole. The

tract of country which thus came under the rule

of Sawan Mal was very extensive, and

comprised the district of Multan, Leiah, Dera

Ghazi Khan, Khangarh and part of Jhang." (8)
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“It is said that one day of peasent complained to

him that some chief had destroyed his crop by

turning his horses loose to graze in the field.

Sawan Mal asked the man if he could point out

the offender in Darbar. The peasent pointed to



240

Ram Das, the Diwan's eldest son. He admitted

the complaint to be just, and sawan Mal ordered

him to be imprisoned the injured man begged for

his pardon, but far several days Ram Das

remained in confinement; and his spirit was so

broken by this punishment that he fell ill and died

shortly after his release." (18)
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or manager of Shujabad, and then as kardar of
the district of Jhang. In both these places he was
hated for his oppressioin and avarice.." (21)
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"It was a common saying in the country that

Multan was blessed with Sawan (the month of

rain); leiah with karam (kindness); while Jhang

was desolated by Mula (an insect which destroys

the corn). The allusion was to Sawan Mal,

Governor of Multan; karam Narayan his third

son, karda‘r of leiah; and Mul Raj, kardar of

Jhang." (26) R
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"But no sooner was Ranjit singh dead than the
enemies of the Diwan attempted to destory him.
Chief of these were the Jammu Rajas, Gulab
Singh and Dhian Singh, between whom and the
Diwan had always exsisted jealousy and the
most bitter hatred." (28)
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“The plaintiff discovers himself by crying aloud,

Justice! Justice! until attention is given to his

importunate clamours. He is then ordered to be

silent, and to advance before his'Judge; to

whom, after having prostrated himself, and made

his offering of a piece of money, he tells his story

in the plainest manner, with great humility of

voice and gesture, and without any of those

oratorical embellishments which compose an art

in freer nations.
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The wealth, the consequence, the
interest, or the address of the party, become now

the only consideration." (34)
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