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(A) And then he would take off his coat, and begin. He would send the
girl out for sixpen' orth of nails, and then one of the boys after her to tell her
what size to get; and from that, he would gradually work down, and start the
whole house.

" Now you go and get my hammer, Will, ” he would shout; " and
you bring me the rule, Tom; and I shall want the step ladder, and I had
better have a kitchen chair t00."(2)
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B) And then he would lift up the picture, and drop it, and it would
come out of the frame, and he would try to save the glass, and cut himself;
and then he would spring round the room, looking for his handkerchief. He
could not find his handkerchief, because it was in the pocket of the coat he
had taken off, and he did not know where he had put the coat, and all the
house had to leave off looking for his tools, and start looking for his coat;
While he would dance round and hinder them. (4)
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©) Then we had to find the rule and the string again, and a new hole
was made; about midnight, the picture would be up- very crooked and
insecure, the wall for yards round looking as if it had been smoothed down
with a rake, and everybody dead beat and wretched except uncle ijodgér.

" There you are " he would say, stepping heavily off the chair on to
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the charwoman's corns, and surveying the mess he had made with evident
pride. " Why some people would have had a man in to do a little thing like
that 1" (6)
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Jerome K. Jerome: Three Men in a Boat. London: J.

M. Dent and Sons Ltd. p 23. 1950
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Jerome: Three Men in a Boat. p 24
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Jerome: Three Men in a Boat. p:26
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