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“The same distinction marks off Tragedy from Comedy; for

comedy aims at representing men as worse, tragedy as better that in
actual life.”’® ’
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“*Comedy is, as we have said, an imitation of characters of a
lower type,—not, however, in the full sense of the word bad, the
ludicrous being merely a subdivision of the ugly. It consists in
some defect or ugliness which is not painful or destructive. To take
an obvious example the comic mask is ugly and distorted, but does

not imply pain ... "0
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““Again, Tragedy is the imitation of an action, and an action
implies personal agents, who necessarily possess certain distinctive
qualities both of character and thought, for it is by these that we
qualify actions themselves, and these—thought and character—are
the two natural causes from which actions spring, and on actions
again all success or failure depends.”’*
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