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It is, therefore, clear that society has a life-stream of its own.
The idea that it is merely the sum of its existing individuals is
essentially wrong, and consequently all projects of social and political
reform which proceed on the assumption must undergo careful
re-examination. Society in much more that its existing individuls; it
is in its nature ; it includes within its contents the innumerable
unborn generations which, though they ever lie beyond the limits of
immediate social vision, must be considered as the most important
portion of living community. Recent biological research has
revealed that in the successful grouplife it is the future which must
always control the present ; to the species taken as a whole its, unborn
members are perhaps more real than its existing members whose
immediate interests are subordinated and even sacrificed to the
future interests of that unborn infinity which slowly discloses itself
from generation to generation. To this remarkable revelation of
biological truth the social and political reformer cannot afford to
remain indifferent. Now it is from this standpoint—from the stand-
point of the future that I wish to test the worth of our present social

activity.?
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1. The essential difference between the Muslim Community and
other Communities of the world consists in our peculiar conception of
nationality. It is not the unity of language or country or the
identity of economic interest that constitutes the basic principle of
our nationality. It is because we all believe in a certain view of the
universe, and participate in the same historical tradition that we are
member, of the society founded by the Prophet of Islam. Islam
abhors all material limitations, and bases its nationality on a purely
abstract idea, objectified in a potentially expansive group of concrete
personalities. It is not dependent, for its life-principle on the
character and genuins of a particular people, in its essence it is non-
temporal, non-spatial.

The Arab Race the original creation of Islam, was certainly a
great factor in its political expansion, but the enormous wealth of
literature and thought—manifestations of the higher life of the spirit—
has been the work of chiefly non-arabian races. It seems as if the
birth of Islam was only a momentary flash of divine consciousness in
the life-history of the Arab race; the working of its spiritual potenti-
alities was due to the genius of peoples other than the Arabs. The
essence of Islam, then, being purely ideal, it could not accept any
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objective principle—such as country—as a principle of nationality,
The territorial conception of nationality, which has been so much
exaggerated in modernti mes bears within itself the germs of its own
destruction. The idea of modern nationalism has certainly function-
ed usefully in forming smaller political units, and creating a healthy
rivalry among them which has contributed so much to the variety of
modern civilisation. But the idea is apt to be exaggerated, it has
created a great deal of misunderstanding of international motives ;
it has opened up a vast field for diplomatic intrigue, and tends to
ignore the broad human element in art and literature by emphasising
the peculiar traits and characteristics of particular peoples. To my
mind the feeling of patriotism which the national idea evokes is a
kind of derfication of a material object, diametrically opposed to the
essence of Islam which appeared as a protest against all the subtle
and coarse forms of idolatory. I do not, however, mean to condemn
the feeling of Patriotism. Peoples whose solidarity depends on a
territorial basis are perfectly justified in that feeling. But I certainly
do mean to attack the conduct of those who while they recognised
the great value of patriotic feeling in the formation of a peoples’
character, yet condemn our A4sabiyyat (Swmas) which they miscall
fanaticism. We are as much justified in our Asabiyyaf as they are in
their Patriotism. For what is Asabiyyat ? Nothing but the principle of
individuation working in the case of a group. All forms of life are
more or less fanatical and ought to be so if they care for their indi-
vidul or collective life. And as a matter of fact all nations are
fanatical. Criticise a French man’s religion; you do not very much
rouse his feelings ; since your criticism does not touch the life—
principle of his nationality. But criticise his civilisation, his country,
or the corporate behaviour of his nation in any sphere of political
activity and you will bring out his inmate fanaticism. The reason
is that his nationality does not depend on his religious belief; it has
a geographical basis —his country .His Asabiyyat is then justly roused
when you criticise the locality—which he has idealised as the
essential principle of his nationality. Our position, however, is
essentially different, With us nationality is a pure idea; it has no
objective basis. Our only rallying-point, as a people, is a kind of
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purely subjective agreement in a certain view of the world. If then
our Asabiyyat is roused when our religion is criticised, I think we
are as much justified in it as a French man is when his country is
denounced. The feeling in each case is the same though associated
with different objects. Asabiyyat is patriotism for religion ; Patriot-
ism Asabiyyat for country. Asabiyyat simply means a strong feeling
for one’s own nationality and does not necessarily imply any feeling
of hatred against other nationalities.?
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The point that I have tried to bring out in the above remarks
is that Islam has a far deeper significance for us than merely
religious, it has a peculiarly national meaning, so that our communal
life is unthinkable without a firm grasp of the Islamic Principle.
The idea of Islam is, so to speak, our eternal home or country where-
in we live, move and have our being. Tous it is above everything
else, as England is above all to the Englishman and ¢Deutschland
uber alles” to the German. The moment our grasp of the Islamic
Principle is loosened the solidarity of our community is gone.?
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The unity of religious belief on which our communal life depends,
is supplemented by the uniformity of Muslim Culture. Mere belief

in the Islamic Principle, though exceedingly important, is not suffi-

cient. In order to participate in the life of the communal self the

individual mind must undergo a complete transformation, and this
transformation is secured externally by the institutions of Islam, and
internally by that uniform culture which the intellectual energy of
our forefathers has produced. The more you reflect on the history
of the Muslim Community the more wonderful does it appear from the
day of its foundation up to the beginning of the 16th Century almost
a thousand years this energetic race was busy in the all-absorbing
occupation of political expansion. Yet in this storm of continuous
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activity the Muslim world found time to unearth the treasures of
ancient science, to make material additions to them, to build a liter-
ature of unique character, and above all to develop a comprehensive
system of law, probably the most valuable legacy that Muslim civili-
sation has left us. Just as the Muslim Community does not recognise
any ethological differences, and aims at the subsumption of all races
under the universal idea of humanity, so our culture is relatively uni-
versal, and is not indebted, for its life and growth to the genuins of
one particular people. Persia is perhaps the principal factor in the
making of this culture, If you ask me what is the most important
event in the history of Islam, I shall immediately answer—the con-
quest of Persia. The battle of Nehwand gave to the Arabs not only
a beautiful country, but also an ancient people who could construct a
new civilisation out of the Samitic and the Aryan material. Our
Muslim civilisation is a product of the cross-fertilisation of the Samitic
and the Aryan ideas. It inherits the softness and refinement of its

Aryan mother and the sterling character of its Samitic father.®
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The various types of character, however, that become popular in
a community do not appear haphazard Modern. Sociology teaches
us that the moral experience of nations obeys certain definite laws.
In primitive societies where the struggle for existence is extremely
keen and draws more upon man’s physical rather than intellectual
qualities it is the valiant man who becomes an object of universal
admiration and imitation. When, however, the struggle relaxes and
the peril is over, the valourous type is displaced, though not all-
together, by what Giddings calls the convivial type, which takes a
due share in all the pleasures of life, and combines in itself the virtues
of liberality, generosity and good fellowship. But these two types of
character have a tendency to become reckless, and by way of reaction
against them appears the third great type which holds up the ideal
of self-control, and is dominated by a more serious view of life. In
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so tar as the evolution of the Muslim Community in India is concern-
ed Temur represented the first type, Babar combined the first and
the second, Jahangir embodied pre-eminently the second while the
third type was foreshadowed in Alamgir whose life and activity
forms, in my opinion, the starting point in the growth of Muslim
Nationality in India. To those whose knowledge of Alamgir is deriv-
ed from the western interpreters of Indian History, the name of
Alamgir is associated with all sorts of cruelty, intolerance, treachery
and political interigue. I shall be drifting away from the main point
of this lecture if I undertake to show, by a right interpretation of
contemporary history, the legitimacy of motive that guided Alamgir’s
political life. A critical study of his life and times has convinced me
that the charges brought against him are based on a misintrepretation
of contemporary facts, and a complete misundrstanding of the nature
of social and political forces which were then working in the Muslim
State. To me the ideal of character, foreshadowed by Alamgir is
essentially the Muslim type of character, and it must be the object of
all our education to develop that type. If it is our aim to secure a
continuous life of the community we must produce a type of character
which at all costs, holds fast to its own, and while it readily assimi-
lates all that is good in other types, it carefully excludes from its life
all that is hostile to its cherished traditions and institutions.!
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7. Research Journal, Faculty of Islamic and Oriental Learning, p. 17.

8. Ibid., pp. 18, 19.
9. Ibid., p. 21.
10. Ibid., pp. 21, 22,
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“Mention may here be made of a littie-known poet called
Qanii, who fled from his native town of Tus in Khurasan
before the terrible Mongol invasion, escaped to India and
thence made his way westwards by Aden, Mecca, Medina,
and Baghdad to Asia Minor, where he attached himself to
the court of the Seljuq rulers of Qonya, for whom he composed
an immense versified history of the dynasty on the model of
the Shaknama and a metrical rendering of the celebrated
book of Kalila and Damna of which a manuscript (ADD 7766)
belonging to the British Museum is described by Rieu, from
whom these particulars are taken. In virtue of these and
other poetical productions, of which he boasted that they

filled thirty volumes and amounted to 3,060,600 “Bayts’, he



re

received the title of ¢Malikush Shuara”, and he lived long
enough to compose an elegy on the death of the great
Jalal-ud-Din Rumi, who died, as already mentioned, in
672/1273.”
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“A metrical version of the book was given by Ahmad bin
Mahmud al-Tusi Kanii, a contemporary of Jalal al-Din Rumi
at Konya, whither he had fled before the Mongols from his
native city of Tos, for Sultan Izz al-Din Kaikaus (643-662—
1244-1263), probably based on Nasr Allah’s translation, which,

however, he nowhere mentions.”’
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“Qanii writes with a rare simplicity of style and his method

»

of treatment is on the side of discoursiveness.’
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2. E. D. Ross : An Arabic and a Persian Metrical Version of
. Burzoe’s Autobiography from ‘“Kalila and Dimna”, B.S5.0.C., 1926,
pp. 455-472.
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4. Rieu : Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts ai- British Museum

Vol. 11, p. 582.
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8. E. G. Browne : A Literary Hislory of Persia, Vol. 111, Edn., 1951,

p. 111,

9. C. Brocklemann : “Kalila-wa-Dimna”’, Encyclopaedia of Islam,

~ Vol. II, Edn. 1927, p. 696.
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