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““The most striking feature in Arabic literature is its un-

expectedness. Over and over again, with scarcely a hint to
give warning of what is coming, a new literary art emerges
fully-fledged, often with a perfection never equalled by later
exponents of the same art. Nowhere is this element of
surprise more striking than in the first appearance of Arabic
as a vehicle of liteature. At one moment Arabia seems, in a
literary sense, empty and dumb except for some votive or
business-like inscriptions in a variety of dialects. At the
next, companies of poets spring up all over northern Arabia,
reciting complex odes, in which a series of themes are
elaborated with nunsurpassed vigour, vividness of imagination,
and precision of imagery, in an infinitely rich and highly
articulated language, showing little or no traces of dialtect,
and cast into cemplex and idexible m etrical schemes that

(EX

ryhme throughout the poem.
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1. H.A.R. Gibb-Arabic Literature-Oxford University Press London,
1963, P. 13.
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‘“Copies of the Quran and books on the Hadith are now freely
available, Islamic teaching and instruction in Arabic is also
allowed. Plans are underway to open an Islamic Univetsity
in Urumgi, perhaps in 1985 "2
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prefecture alone can boast of some 5,000 working mosques.””
ca S8 e SO st vy S 68 dseF ojled pidmes s ves i
BT G‘iﬂé e ool uS’q_ iR, 5 5 2l ool e B,428 s e
- oy e lawe Jleszal )
wlbdlas 5 Klu o Joda 5 b 5 SU5 00 5t pAN 2 35S Bganiaa
LS o e LS wyml e B R g Glilia g ebe 5 ol
S e K @il Ol W o Gl gy 2ol 2Rde e BT pbE GO
Clileay 5 @Ylx 24y S L s2ed Goden 33! S 5 g 5)f KT
S e o0 o5 o BT LEE G5 a0 SO o) St sl - oy L
e Uy B Wy eld 8 o O3 8 UL gp withe o8 duogdhs S
S £ sf o B3I gy 03l 0gib) ole § Ol 55 - oo o b G5!
ca gy S Wl i ey v Sl § e 1
g_s!)"” r,JL:JI sl oy,

Gl & gome Sdw anahy gsl 23T gy 5 S suce Gdv gt

B B P O R R L Bt ] S oy, il QU e e Oplla
ol sl g5 & SIE e O - g Fo 08 sl et (§ 0L wluly sl
0368 39' o s A e BT 5T jleazat ke 2 K3 dm Koo 1 i
Coy mam U JB e OU) e BT 08l oiegile £ alB ke
o bl - .3 Sl e 2lm il e 51 o8
P B N T P R G L T i L
&5,8 o Q‘S}u} eyt e paie Jled ¢ Ohild vy edemia ¢ Olagl
Ol e pla e 053l o oo Ly L5 et gl & g2 (g0¢ 5 blui snde 5
ce Sp b Ayl r WRe § 0 S5 o I3 et o Sle 0l
2‘.’ 2oy Jels o K e Py AUl s g8l Ganen ¢ adlase i woi s 5o

“The battle for hearts and minds Olsisey Ol 677 Wisst Osestn o,

£y qam seewd e daqY Sis2 lyi ww'd jay &gk in the hearts of Asia”



1T

3 SN ow S e ol esera gy Loy 038 ol o e Sie
wd Sl w ke s,it pyerlly p\S’q_ P N RTINS 1
Rae O gans TV P -t S r“=l“: g th.. wssria bow O s ona
gv*gu- - p:L’J Méjs KR e “KE‘ U o e " ol rv-:" & ﬂﬁ’..r:-'-’.'d! ¢ L}S:-"I:"
@il aglal eldad Lol 5T el angyd s e SHR A a1 Om Os0rd O
Giton S weleS wr S Ga3m e s il b ol ke g9l op Ko s
-2 ) TJE'; B39 pI7 48 =

s 3 g pl £ S ope itha 5 5kd g slael s 3 gl

e RPN - SR CH [ U PP e Y s SR ST E-E ¥ W
Ol vy eyl Gle e e ea om dled o Ol g
AmElay s Wia i bed s OBl oy e see e Ol oy
B T T e L Oy L I L T P
(3] 3T 315955

Ryt GG Ol ppe paad Ll S e s s 2l IS O
2 ksl Js /_;JJ Gl S 9 WA ol e 5 K5 il o il
Aod w 3d oy dele D Gled @das Kb R - Gy Sgm e o oK e
bomed e s S S Olu,l1 -y Sl 5 A5 s ST
a3 gs) Eadm s Ol 2o e OF K0 Oy cdithes JE o (55093 Sl Ol g2
o AR et 13l ols ¢ 58 ¢ godaS (55550 55 QL) 8 el G g Jela
gy 2l el I 0L 0y - e b 3L 00 ) o D lyyee 3 ed
e W glelond s 5 cdle §

“Arab nationalism started from a wide base-the thesis that all
Arabic-speaking peoples were one nation'”’*
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“During the middle ages it was spoken and written by all
cultivated Moslems, of whatever nationality they might be,
from Indus to the Atlantic, it was the language of the Court
and the Church, of Law and commerce, of Diplomacy and
Literature and Science. When the Mongol invasion in the
thirteenth century swept away the “Abbasid Caliphate’, and
therewith the last vestiges of political unity in Islam, classical
Arabic ceased to be the kolv'n or common dialect of the
Moslem World.” *
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2. R. A. Nicholson—A Literary History of the Arabs, Cambridge
University Press, 1969, p. xxiv,
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*“We are told on high authority that even now it is going a

renaisance, and there is every liklihood of its again becoming a

great literary vehicle. And if for those Moslems who are not

Arabs, it occupies relatively much the same position as Latin

and Greek in modern European culture, we must not forget -

that the Koran its most renowned masterpiece, is learned by

every Moslem when he first goes to school, is repeated in his

daily prayers and influences the whole course of his life to

an extent which the ordinary Christian can hardly realize.”"’
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*The ‘“Semitic Languages’ s0 named in 1781 by the German

historian A. L. Schlozer because most of the people who spoke

them were descended from Shem or Sem (Gen. x-xi), were

spoken in Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine from

which they spread begining with the first millenium B.C,

into Ethiopia and later into Egypt and Northern Africa.’”
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