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Pietra Dura Decorations Of Naulakha
At Lahore Fort

Pietra-Dura is a Latin term composed of two words Pietra and
Dura. The word Pietra means hard stone and Dura means inlaid,
hence Pietra dura is the inlay of hard, precious or semi-precious
stones. In Persian Pietra dura is known as percheenkri,' which
literally means to decorate with stone into stone. Pietra was not
practised by the Persian, so it cannot be their introduction. Shah
Jahan’s Court historian,'and author of Shah Jahan Nama, Mohammad
Saleh Kamboh? has repeatedly used this term. This craft passed
through different stages in its execution.

1. Cutting out of stones in one or several pieces according to

the desired design.

2, Cutting in the body of stone, a cavity of the shape and

measurement of the design to be inserted therein,

3. The design is inserted in cavity and finished and polished.

The process of the execution of work is as follows:

1. The drawing of the design is made on paper, then its
details like leaves, flowers, stems and buds etc. are
traced out on a mice sheet put on from the paper.

2. The design is cut out from the required stone by means
of drawing on the mica sheet.

3. From the mica sheet the design is cut out, and with the
help of those cuttings the design is carved out of stone.

4. The stone piece of the design is mounted on a place of
tin cut according to the drawing on the mica sheet.

Only opaque stones are used in Pietra dura work, and stone-
cutters wotk is of a very minute and delicate nature. The stones
commonly used in Pietra dura work are given below :—
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It should be remembered that Abn Qatadah was with the capturing troop.
He was the only porson who held that the captives responded to the Adhan
(the call for prayer) and offered prayer. The rest of them differed with him and
held that they did not respond to the call nor offered their prayer.
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decisions were taken by the lower courts the central judicial
authority in exercise of the appellate and revisional jurisdiction,
passed strictures on the provincial governors.

It is evident from the second case that sometimes military high
officials in the military forces also decided cases. So the overall
situation under Abi Bakr is that the civil executive officers and
military commanders were vested with judicial powers also.

Rule of Law

The administration under Abu Bakr, may be described as “The
Rule of Law’’. The people were not governed by the arbitrary will
of an individua! but by the Law. The principles of legalit—y and
impartiality were established, and the law was applied to everyone
irrespective of rank or wealth or official status. Fundamental
principles of Islamic Law had already been laid down under the
Holy Prophet of Islam and rules were also framed for their applica-
tion to the cases which were brought to the courts for adjudication.
The first Caliph of Islam provided an assurance to the people, that
the courts were there to protect their lives, honour and property and
the judges who were the custodian of justice, performad their judicial
functions without any fear or favour. No interference was ever
made by the State with regard to the rights of the citizens. No
single instance can be cited where the executive encroached upon
the authority of the judiciary. Any aggrieved person whether
Muslim or non-Muslim could have recourse to the courts for settle-
ments of disputes. Historians have recorded many instances wherein
governors and administrators were tried by judges even when the
corgplainants were non-Muslims.



